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Jeremiah 33:14-16
Psalm 25:1-9
Luke 21:25-36

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works 
of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the 
time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ 
came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, 
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to 
judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the 
life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen.



Jeremiah 33:14-16

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I 
will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and 
the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will 
cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he 
shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In 
those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live 
in safety. And this is the name by which it will be 
called: “The LORD is our righteousness.”



Psalm 25:1-9 Page 614, BCP

Ad te, Domine, levavi

1 To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul;
my God, I put my trust in you; 
let me not be humiliated,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.

2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.

3 Show me your ways, O LORD, 
and teach me your paths.

4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
for you are the God of my salvation;
in you have I trusted all the day long.

5 Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, 
for they are from everlasting.

6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
remember me according to your love
and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD.

7 Gracious and upright is the LORD; 
therefore he teaches sinners in his way.

8 He guides the humble in doing right 
and teaches his way to the lowly.

9 All the paths of the LORD are love and faithfulness 
to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.



Luke 21:25-36

Jesus said, “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, 
and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations 
confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. Peo-
ple will faint from fear and foreboding of what is com-
ing upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will 
be shaken. Then they will see ‛the Son of Man coming 
in a cloud’ with power and great glory. Now when these 
things begin to take place, stand up and raise your 
heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”

Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and 
all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can see 
for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 
So also, when you see these things taking place, you 
know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, 
this generation will not pass away until all things have 
taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 
words will not pass away.

“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed 
down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries 
of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a 
trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of 
the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you 
may have the strength to escape all these things that 



will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”





SERMON

I  don't  enjoy  movies.  Kathy  loves  movies.  That 

means she has to drag me to the movies, but because 

she has such exquisitely good taste, when she bothers to 

go to the trouble to drag me to a movie, you can be 

pretty sure that  it's  a good one because if  it  isn't  she 

knows I'll whine the rest of the day.

Some time ago, she insisted that we see “The Most 

Exotic Marigold Hotel.” And so, we did. It's the story of 

some elderly Brits who decide to move to India for their 

retirement and to take up residence in The Most Exotic 

Marigold  Hotel,  a  residential  hotel  for  seniors.  The 

place looks glorious in the brochures. Everyone is excit-

ed.  Well,  to  the  extent  that  elderly  Brits  allow them-

selves to become “excited”.

The  reality  of  both  India  and  The  Most  Exotic 

Marigold  Hotel,  however,  is  much different  from the 

fantasy depicted in the brochures. India is a chaos of 



people and colors and movement, and the hotel itself, 

well...it  has seen better  days.  As our reserved British 

party  surveyed  their  new  home,  the  thought  passed 

through my mind that this must be what it is like to be 

born.  You've  looked  forward  to  the  event  for  nine 

months, even though it means you are leaving familiar 

surroundings. You are assured that life in God's creation 

will be a fantasy of delights, but when you first see it, 

the scream that the hospital staff hears is baby talk for, 

“NO! It was better before! I wanna go back!”

The hotel is run by a young man in his twenties who 

inherited the hotel, and a glorious vision of what the ho-

tel could become, from his father. No matter what the 

calamity, no matter what doesn't work, or what has fall-

en apart, his hymn, his sermon, his faith is, “Everything 

will be all right in the end… if it’s not all right then it’s 

not yet the end.”

Everything will be all right in the end… if it’s not 



all right then it’s not yet the end. The more I think about 

it, the more convinced I become that this young man's 

certainty that if it's not all right then it's not yet the end 

must  be  the  message  each new mother  passes  to  her 

newborn as she cuddles him in her arms for the first 

time. “No, it's not all right at all, but that just means that 

it's not the end. The wonders you were promised, child 

of mine, will be yours.”

Man! That's a hard thing to keep in mind when the 

entire world conspires to make you crazy! Hamas and 

Israel are throwing explosives at each other. The Syrian 

government bombed a playground, killing ten children 

and Russia is printing banknotes for the Syrian govern-

ment  to  prop  it  up.  We're  looking  over  the  edge  of 

something  called  the  fiscal  cliff  which  sounds  pretty 

scary but which nobody seems to understand very well. 

The oceans are rising at a rate FASTER than the experts 

predicted. As a result, New Jersey and New York, of all 



places, flooded. No, it is not all right. Just as Luke tells 

us:

There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and 
the stars, and on the earth distress among na-
tions confused by the roaring of the sea and the 
waves. People will faint from fear and forebod-
ing of what is coming upon the world, for the 
powers of the heavens will be shaken.

This old world seems as rickety as The Most Exotic 

Marigold Hotel or worse. Wildlife biologists in Florida 

this week captured a 4 foot long Nile crocodile, a poten-

tial man-eater. In Florida. A Nile crocodile. No, it is not 

all  right  at  all.  On this first  Sunday in Advent,  we're 

supposed to be looking forward with great excitement 

to the coming birth of our Savior, but that becomes dif-

ficult  to  do  with  crocodiles  in  Florida  and  floods  in 

New Jersey unless we remind ourselves constantly that 

if it's  not all  right,  then it  is not yet the end. We are 

promised glory by Him whose promises are from ever-



lasting to everlasting, and our job is to keep those prom-

ises in the front of our minds. If we fail in that, we will 

implode. The promises of God are our lifeline. 

To believe in a world where everything works out 

for the best all the time sounds absurdly optimistic. I 

suppose  you  could  read  the  young  man's  confidence 

that  The  Most  Exotic  Marigold  Hotel  would  survive 

and flourish as absurdly optimistic, but it isn't. It is the 

story, the certainty, to which he has given his heart. Just 

as the young man determined to keep a positive outlook 

on his ramshackle hotel, we must determine to keep a 

positive outlook on even the horrors we see today for 

we have the promises of God to support us. 

In Luke's account, Jesus says, “Be on guard so that 

your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 

drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day 

catch you unexpectedly, like a trap.” That's very inter-

esting.  I'm pretty  sure  nobody here  is  weighed down 



with dissipation, but Jesus puts the worries of this life in 

parallel to dissipation and drunkenness. They're all bad 

for you. If you're drunk, you are not going to be able to 

focus on the assurance that if it's not all right, then it is 

not yet the end. If you are wallowing around in the dis-

sipations of this world, the calls to idleness and discon-

nectedness, the demands of the various electronic rec-

tangles that compete for your attention, you can't focus 

on the assurance that if it's not all right, then it is not yet 

the end. If you drown yourself in the cares of the world, 

that is equally bad for you. In fact, anything that draws 

your focus from God's assurances to you is equally bad 

for you. 

We live in the creation of a Creator who wishes us 

well. That's the thing that is so tough to focus on when 

all about us are losing their minds. Jerusalem was such 

a place in the time of Jeremiah. Jeremiah had prophe-

sied to Jerusalem that they were on the wrong path, that 



God intended to use  the  Babylonians to  punish them 

and that the best thing to do was to surrender and accept 

God’s judgment. But Jeremiah also said that the punish-

ment wasn't the end. It wasn't going to be all right, by a 

long shot, but it was not the end.

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, 
when I will fulfill the promise I made to the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those 
days and at that time I will cause a righteous 
Branch to spring up for David; and he shall ex-
ecute justice and righteousness in the land. In 
those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem 
will live in safety. And this is the name by 
which it will be called: “The LORD is our 
righteousness.

How in the name of all that’s holy are we supposed 

to look at a world in which Iran is spinning Uranium 

into Armageddon and keep our focus on the promises of 

God without turning into irrational Pollyannas? Is there 

not enough evil in the world to keep us occupied?

Yes, church. There is more than enough evil in the 



world  to  keep  us  occupied.  Our  job,  our  calling  as 

Christians is to work tirelessly to move the world in di-

rections pleasing to God, all the time knowing that it is 

not all right as we find it, and that there is much work to 

be done to restore this creaky old world to the correct 

path. Dr. D.A. Carson  puts it very well. He writes, in 

“From the Resurrection to His Return”:

Christians should never, ever, be surprised by 
evil. While we should always be horrified by 
evil, we should never be surprised by it. Do not 
adopt a Pollyannaish view of things. Do not be 
surprised by evil. Hold few illusions about the 
world. There are many times we should be hor-
rified – surprised, never… This world is con-
stantly trying to convince itself that we are all 
pretty good, that we are all saying the same 
things, that evil is not an endemic and systemic 
part of us, and that if we are nice, everything 
will be all right. Certainly there is no merit in 
being un-nice! But to hide the disagreements, 
idolatries, greeds, injustice, God-defying arro-
gance, materialist hedonism, unbelief, and just 
plain malice of the world is worse than naïve – 



it is blind1.

When  faced  with  the  chaos  that  is  India  and  the 

calamity that was The Most Exotic Marigold Hotel, I 

suppose that our British characters in the movie could 

have taken the view that they would simply move back 

to England, and one did, indeed, do that. We don’t have 

that option. Here is where we have been placed, in a 

world that sometimes horrifies us, the world, in a way, 

of your Aunt Tillie who would hide her dilapidated fur-

niture with doilies and claim that all is well. All is not 

well. It is not right at all. Pretending that it is all right, 

and allowing ourselves to become accepting of the mess 

in which we live by giving up a vision of God’s prom-

ises is not all right. It is not all right at all.

We live in a world in which the Taliban take credit 

for shooting a 14 year old girl in the face because she 

advocated for education for girls, and then plant a bomb 

1 D.A. Carson, “From the Resurrection to His Return”



under  the  car  of  the  reporter  who reported it.  If  you 

would distance yourselves from the sin that drove the 

Taliban to do these awful things, don’t for a minute al-

low yourself to think you are more righteous than they, 

because the capacity for awful things lives and thrives 

within all of us. The Taliban can justify these horrible 

things to themselves because they imagine they are act-

ing righteously. Don’t fall for the same trap. It is not all 

right and each of us is part of the problem.

So now, we celebrate the first Sunday of Advent. It 

is a wonderful time of the year.  It is filled with family 

and friends and best of all, well-loved traditions. If the 

world is such a wreck, though, and if we are not to em-

bark on the Advent season as Pollyannas who hide their 

sins and those of the world under doilies to pretend that 

all is well, how do we embark upon Advent? 

That’s easy. We embark upon Advent in just the way 

you wanted to before I reminded you that the world is 



going to pieces. You are to embark upon Advent with 

gladness, and joy and anticipation because it  will turn 

out all right in the end. I cheated and looked in the back 

of the book. God wins. We are to keep in mind that God 

doesn’t  win because He is  the most  powerful,  or  be-

cause he has a better game plan or better coaching. God 

wins  because there  is  no alternative to  God winning. 

The outcome is not in doubt. That’s why I can tell you 

with all confidence that it will be all right in the end, 

and if it is not all right, it is not yet the end. I can tell 

you that with confidence because some great number of 

years ago, God Himself, the Creator, the Ground of our 

Being, the old man on the throne, however you con-

ceive of Him took on mortal form, the form of someone 

helpless, and exposed Himself to the worst we could do, 

then rose again, showing us that His mercy, His good 

wishes for us can overcome the worst we can dish out.

THAT is  how we embark upon Advent.  Not with 



buttons  and  bows,  for  as  the  Grinch  reminds  us,  it 

comes  without  buttons.  It  comes  without  bows.  It 

comes with the assurance that it will be all right in the 

end, and if it is not all right, it is not yet the end.

AMEN



Optional parts of the readings are set off in square brackets.

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Re-
vised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of 
the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, and used by permission.

The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.
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