
The Lessons Appointed for Use on the

Third Sunday in Lent

Year C

RCL

Exodus 3:1-15
Psalm 63:1-8
Luke 13:1-9

Almighty God, you know that we have no power in 

ourselves to help ourselves: Keep us both outwardly in 

our bodies and inwardly in our souls, that we may be 

defended from all adversities which may happen to the 

body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and 

hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 

ever and ever. Amen.

1



Exodus 3:1-15

Moses  was  keeping  the  flock  of  his  father-in-law 

Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond the 

wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 

There  the  angel  of  the  LORD appeared  to  him  in  a 

flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was 

blazing, yet it was not consumed. Then Moses said, “I 

must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why 

the bush is not burned up.” When the LORD saw that 

he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the 

bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then 

he  said,  “Come no closer!  Remove the  sandals  from 

your feet,  for the place on which you are standing is 

holy ground.” He said further, “I am the God of your fa-

ther,  the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,  and the 

God of  Jacob.”  And Moses  hid  his  face,  for  he  was 
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afraid to look at God.

Then the LORD said, “I have observed the misery 

of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry 

on account of their  taskmasters.  Indeed, I  know their 

sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them from 

the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a 

good  and  broad  land,  a  land  flowing  with  milk  and 

honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 

Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 

The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have 

also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. So come, I 

will  send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Is-

raelites, out of Egypt.” But Moses said to God, “Who 

am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites 

out of Egypt?” He said, “I will be with you; and this 

shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when 

you have brought the people out  of  Egypt,  you shall 
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worship God on this mountain.”

But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites 

and say to them, ‘The God of your ancestors has sent 

me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what 

shall I say to them?” God said to Moses, “I AM Who I 

AM.” He said further,  “Thus you shall  say to the Is-

raelites, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” God also said to 

Moses,  “Thus  you  shall  say  to  the  Israelites,  ‘The 

LORD, the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, 

the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to 

you’:

This is my name forever,
and this my title for all generations.
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Psalm 63:1-8 Page 670, BCP

Deus, Deus meus

1 O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; 
my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you,
as in a barren and dry land where there is no water.

2 Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place, 
that I might behold your power and your glory.

3 For your loving-kindness is better than life itself; 
my lips shall give you praise.

4 So will I bless you as long as I live 
and lift up my hands in your Name.

5 My soul is content, as with marrow and fatness, 
and my mouth praises you with joyful lips,

6 When I remember you upon my bed, 
and meditate on you in the night watches.

7 For you have been my helper, 
and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice.

8 My soul clings to you; 
your right hand holds me fast.
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Luke 13:1-9

There were some present who told Jesus about the 

Galileans  whose  blood  Pilate  had  mingled  with  their 

sacrifices. He asked them, “Do you think that because 

these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse 

sinners than all other Galileans? No, I tell you; but un-

less you repent, you will all perish as they did. Or those 

eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell 

on them – do you think that they were worse offenders 

than all the others living in Jerusalem? No, I tell you; 

but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they 

did.”

Then he told this  parable:  “A man had a fig  tree 

planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit 

on it and found none. So he said to the gardener, ‘See 

here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on 
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this fig tree, and still  I  find none. Cut it  down! Why 

should it  be wasting the soil?’ He replied,  ‘Sir,  let  it 

alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put 

manure on it. If it bears fruit next year, well and good; 

but if not, you can cut it down.’”
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SERMON

I posed a question to you three years ago. The ques-

tion was this: how long would you have to look at a 

burning bush before you realized that it was not being 

consumed? It’s not a trivial question at all. We tend to 

go through God’s creation pretty  much asleep all  the 

time.  I  can  imagine  myself  finding  a  burning  bush 

someplace out on the back forty, and trying to extin-

guish it before it spread, never noticing its importance. 

The church teaches us that  we love God because He 

first loved us. The church teaches us that it is God who 

is reaching out to us for a relationship. We, poor sin-

ners, need to confess that God is doing all the work be-

cause we don’t pay very close attention.

Our sixth grade Weekly Reader had an article about 

Iraq and Iran. This would have been 1958, long before 

those countries were a problem to us. Mrs. Lowe was 
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trying to teach us about the two which was booorrring 

and I had a book open under my desk where I was read-

ing  about  the  much  more  interesting  doings  of  the 

Hardy Boys. Mrs. Lowe caught me red handed.

“Stewart!” she said, sharply. “Tell us where Iraq is.” 

She  thought  she  had  me,  but  I  glanced  down at  the 

Weekly Reader and spotted the map.

“It’s west of Iran”, I responded.

She looked nonplussed, but wasn’t ready to give up. 

“All right, then. Where is Iran?”

On reflection, that day would have gone better for 

me if I hadn’t answered, “East of Iraq”, but that’s just 

hind-sight. 

God is  constantly  trying to  get  our  attention,  and 

we’re constantly hiding books under our desks and al-

lowing ourselves to be distracted. When God does put 

on a show, the least we can do is to pay attention, don’t 
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you think?

If we were paying attention, I’m convinced that one 

of the things we’d notice is that we live in a “purpose-

full” creation. If we were paying attention, we would 

see God’s Creativity in the placement of every last twig 

in God’s creation. But that’s hard for us to focus on. It 

is as hard as listening to Mrs. Lowe go on about Iraq 

and Iran, and so we get in the habit of going through 

life not really seeing God’s purpose and imagining that 

it’s all unimportant unless it feeds into something I want 

or have planned. A rain storm on the day you planned a 

picnic is a frustration, but not so to those who grow the 

food we would have eaten at the picnic. We just allow 

our frustration to blind us to God’s purpose. I think this 

is why we so often pray, “Lord God, remove me from 

this bad thing. Heal me of this disease. Bring comfort to 

me from this sadness.” and so rarely pray, “Lord God, 
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grant me the eyes to see your purpose in all that sur-

rounds me.”

I’m convinced that God’s interaction with His Cre-

ation is purposeful and intentional, and I’m further con-

vinced that  God’s  purpose  and intention  is  acted  out 

within His Creation through the people He calls. I am 

convinced that God calls His people to be His boots on 

the ground in His Creation. That’s us, church. 

If we confess that we are not very good at seeing 

God’s purposes in His Creation, we have to include in 

that confession that we are not very good at perceiving 

God’s purposes for our brothers and sisters, either, espe-

cially the ones that look pretty bad to us. Remember, 

Moses began his career with a homicide. 

One day, after Moses had grown up, he went 
out to his people and saw their forced labor. He 
saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his 
kinsfolk. He looked this way and that, and see-
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ing no one he killed the Egyptian and hid him 
in the sand.

Did you notice that phrase, “He looked this way and 

that”?  He knew good and well  he  was committing a 

crime. He wanted to make sure there were no witnesses. 

But, he had been raised in Pharaoh’s house. Presumably 

he could have told the Egyptian to stop beating the He-

brew. Instead, he pulled off a sneaky murder and hid the 

body in the sand.

When he went out the next day, he saw two He-
brews fighting; and he said to the one who was 
in the wrong, ‘Why do you strike your fellow 
Hebrew?’ He answered, ‘Who made you a ruler 
and judge over us? Do you mean to kill me as 
you killed the Egyptian?’ Then Moses was 
afraid and thought, ‘Surely the thing is known.’ 

Seeing that the jig was up, he booked it out of Egypt 

for  Midian  because,  “When  Pharaoh  heard  of  it,  he 

sought to kill Moses.”
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If  I  had  been  Pharaoh’s  DA,  I  would  have  told 

Pharaoh that this looks like a pretty prosecutable case to 

me. There are witnesses, a hidden body, and the accused 

has booked it. (I’d say he’s on the lam except no real 

law enforcement people ever say that. That’s all Holly-

wood.)

Clearly, we who know the rest of the story can see 

that God had a purpose, a great, history-changing pur-

pose, for Moses but I can’t see myself as the Pharaoh’s 

DA explaining to Pharaoh why I decided not to prose-

cute because God had great plans for the man. Try to 

imagine how the Daily Independent would have han-

dled it if I had ever tried that from Catlettsburg!

Our limited view of God’s purposes leads us to give 

up on people too soon. Imagine what would happen if 

we treated our  own children the way we treat  God’s 

children. What do you think would happen if, the first 
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time your five year old grabbed another kid’s toy, he 

was labeled a thief for the rest of his life? How would 

his life go if there was some sort of permanent record 

which future employers would consult before making a 

hiring decision that contained the label “thief”? We give 

up on people because we attach hopeless labels to them, 

then refuse to allow them to remove the label. Circulat-

ing on Facebook now is  a  discussion  of  which local 

merchants hire felons, so that one can avoid those busi-

nesses. We’d give up on Moses by labeling him “mur-

derer” and “fugitive”. 

God’s perception, and God’s redemption, however, 

extends further than we can see. We come across some-

one we have labeled “criminal” and say, “See here! For 

three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, 

and still  I  find none.  Cut it  down! Why should it  be 

wasting the soil?” But God, the gardener, replies, “Let it 
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alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put 

manure on it. If it bears fruit next year, well and good; 

but if not, you can cut it down.” We give up on people 

too soon. We don’t want to let God have the time He 

needs to work redemption. We want to do a rush job on 

folks so that we can feel a little better about ourselves. 

Who among us hasn’t read or seen of somebody in the 

courts, drunk or addicted or just hammered into insensi-

bility by the realization that you can’t win and you can’t 

break  even  and  you  can’t  get  out  of  the  game  and 

thought,  “Well,  I  mess  up a lot,  but  I’m not  as  low-

down as he is”?

Do you think that because these Galileans suf-
fered in this way they were worse sinners than 
all other Galileans? No, I tell you; but unless 
you repent, you will all perish as they did. Or 
those eighteen who were killed when the tower 
of Siloam fell on them – do you think that they 
were worse offenders than all the others living 
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in Jerusalem? No, I tell you; but unless you re-
pent, you will all perish just as they did.

The people of Jesus’ time liked to fancy that bad 

outcomes – sickness or sudden death – was God punish-

ing the sufferer for his sins so they had it coming. Jesus 

is trying to tell us here that the end doesn’t come unex-

pectedly only to those you fancy are not as worthy as 

you are. The end comes suddenly to all of us, as anyone 

who has watched Downton Abbey this season can tes-

tify. The time you have to repent is now, not later, and 

repent  means  to  change  your  way  of  life  from  one 

which goes through God’s creation asleep to one that 

goes through God’s creation aware of the touch of His 

hand  in  every  symmetrical  flower,  in  the  curl  of  a 

snail’s shell, in the glimmer of happiness that appears 

on  a  loved-one’s  face  when  you  meet  unexpectedly. 

When you love another person, you see the face of God, 
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we are reminded by Les Mis.

Being God’s boots on the ground means that you 

will intentionally walk through your life aware of God’s 

loving creativity in the bend of every blade of grass and 

that you will be motivated by your awareness to carry 

God’s creativity into every encounter with God’s chil-

dren and His creation.

In short, being God’s boots on the ground means be-

ing an intentional Christian.  Not a habitual  Christian. 

Not a conventional Christian. Not an obligatory Chris-

tian, but an intentional Christian, one who sees God’s 

glory in the slant of every drop of rain that falls, in ev-

ery  act  of  kindness.  To  be  an  intentional  Christian, 

God’s boots on the ground, you must live your life in 

awareness, awake to the hints God will give you, every 

day,  the  divine  nudges  that  will  move  you  to  move 

God’s story.
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How long would you have to look at a burning bush 

before you realized that it was not being consumed?

AMEN
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Optional parts of the readings are set off in square brackets.

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Re-
vised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of 
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, and used by permission.

The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.

Sermon Copyright © 2013 J. Stewart Schneider

Return to The Lectionary Page.

12

http://www.lectionarypage.net/index.html

