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Amos 8:1-12
Psalm 52
Luke 10:38-42

Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know
our necessities before we ask and our ignorance in
asking: Have compassion on our weakness, and mer-
cifully give us those things which for our unworthi-
ness we dare not, and for our blindness we cannot
ask; through the worthiness of your Son Jesus Christ
our  Lord,  who  lives  and  reigns  with  you  and  the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Amen.



Amos 8:1-12

This is what the Lord GOD showed me – a basket of 
summer fruit. He said, “Amos, what do you see?” And I
said, “A basket of summer fruit.” Then the LORD said to
me,

“The end has come upon my people Israel;
I will never again pass them by.
The songs of the temple shall become wailings in

that day,"
says the Lord GOD;
“the dead bodies shall be many,
cast out in every place. Be silent!”
Hear this, you that trample on the needy,
and bring to ruin the poor of the land,
saying, “When will the new moon be over
so that we may sell grain;
and the sabbath,
so that we may offer wheat for sale?
We will  make  the  ephah small  and  the  shekel

great,
and practice deceit with false balances,
buying the poor for silver
and the needy for a pair of sandals, 



and selling the sweepings of the wheat.”
The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob:
Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.
Shall not the land tremble on this account,
and everyone mourn who lives in it,
and all of it rise like the Nile,
and be tossed about and sink again, like the Nile

of Egypt?
On that day, says the Lord GOD,
I will make the sun go down at noon, 
and darken the earth in broad daylight.
I will turn your feasts into mourning,
and all your songs into lamentation;
I will bring sackcloth on all loins,
and baldness on every head;
I will make it like the mourning for an only son,
and the end of it like a bitter day.
The time is surely coming, says the Lord GOD,
when I will send a famine on the land;
not a famine of bread, or a thirst for water,
but of hearing the words of the LORD.
They shall wander from sea to sea,
and from north to east;
they shall run to and fro, seeking the word of the

LORD,



but they shall not find it.



Psalm 52

Quid gloriaris?

1 You tyrant, why do you boast of wickedness *
against the godly all day long?
2 You plot ruin;
your tongue is like a sharpened razor, *
O worker of deception.
3 You love evil more than good *
and lying more than speaking the truth.
4 You love all words that hurt, *
O you deceitful tongue.
5 Oh, that God would demolish you utterly, *
topple you, and snatch you from your dwelling,
and root you out of the land of the living!
6 The righteous shall see and tremble, *
and they shall laugh at him, saying,
7  "This  is  the  one  who  did  not  take  God  for  a

refuge, *
but trusted in great wealth
and relied upon wickedness."



8 But I am like a green olive tree in the house of
God; *

I trust in the mercy of God for ever and ever.
9 I will give you thanks for what you have done *
and declare the goodness of your Name in the pres-

ence of the godly.



Luke 10:38-42

As Jesus and his disciples went on their way, Jesus en-
tered a certain village, where a woman named Martha 
welcomed him into her home. She had a sister named 
Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he 
was saying. But Martha was distracted by her many 
tasks; so she came to him and asked, “Lord, do you not 
care that my sister has left me to do all the work by my-
self? Tell her then to help me.” But the Lord answered 
her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by
many things; there is need of only one thing. Mary has 
chosen the better part, which will not be taken away 
from her.”



SERMON

I've come to be very suspicious of bumper stickers. 

(Other than that one I gave you a few years ago, that is. 

That one is OK. It's the other ones that I'm suspicious 

of.) Bumper stickers say too much with too few words, 

leaving them open to interpretation. You just don’t 

know if you and the bumper sticker are on the same 

page. I saw one this week, a pretty common one that 

seems so harmless that I could hardly believe how it 

grabbed my attention, and not in a good way. All it said 

was:

GOD BLESS AMERICA

 Of all the things for me to pick a mental fight with, 

that seems the single most unlikely. Why WOULDN'T 

we ask God's blessing on our land? As I looked upon it, 

though, I realized that I didn't really know what that 

bumper sticker meant. Does “God Bless America” 



mean, “God, grant your approval upon our lives of self-

serving comfort, so we don't have to change anything” 

or does it mean “God change our hearts that we may 

live as you would have us live, even if to do so means 

we must give up some of our comfort”? I saw a two 

panel cartoon on Facebook this week. A speaker was 

addressing a full house. In the first panel, he had asked, 

“Who wants change?” and every hand was raised. In 

the second panel, he asked, “Who wants to change”. 

Nobody's hands are raised. Worse yet, what if “God 

Bless America” is just something we say to celebrate 

the accident of our birth which made us Americans? 

That sounds suspiciously like “Thou shalt not take the 

name of the Lord in vain”. Addressing God, even on a 

bumper, must be done with humbleness and awareness, 

and, yes, church, that includes saying “Oh, God!” when 

someone cooks something delicious or does something 



dumb.

Bumper stickers say too much with too few words. 

God, on the other hand, is pretty uncompromising about

what He wishes us to be about. God's commandments 

are either the center of our heart's desire or an obstruc-

tion to be gotten round and there are consequences to 

our choices. It is to this point that Amos spoke. There 

are consequences to our choices.

To understand Amos’ words, we need a little back-

ground. When we read of “Israel”, we think of a unified

land, the kingdom of Solomon, but that doesn't reflect 

the reality of the time in which Amos spoke. About 750 

years before the coming of Jesus, Solomon's kingdom 

was divided. In the north was Israel, a prosperous king-

dom under the hand of Jeroboam II. This will become, 

in later years, the land of the Samaritans. In the south 

was Judah, a rural and much poorer land. Despite being 



from the southern kingdom of Judah, Amos' prophetic 

message was aimed at the northern kingdom of Israel. 

The message he brought was not a comfortable or a 

welcome one for he spoke of truly horrifying conse-

quences.

The Israel to which Amos spoke was enjoying a 

time of relative peace and prosperity but also one of ne-

glect of God's laws. Jeroboam had rapidly conquered 

Syria, Moab, and Ammon. As a result, Israel enjoyed a 

long period of peace and security marked by a revival 

of artistic and commercial development. Honestly, it 

sounds a lot like America as we like to imagine it to be. 

Just as in America, though, there was a dark side. 

Social corruption and the oppression of the poor and 

helpless were prevalent. Amos spoke against an in-

creased disparity between the very wealthy and the very

poor. 



Hear this, you that trample on the needy, and 
bring to ruin the poor of the land, saying, 
“When will the new moon be over so that we 
may sell grain; and the Sabbath, so that we 
may offer wheat for sale? We will make the 
ephah small and the shekel great, and practice 
deceit with false balances,
buying the poor for silver and the needy for a 
pair of sandals, and selling the sweepings of 
the wheat.”

As I said, it sounds a lot like America. We shall 

make the ephah (the measure of wheat or other grains) 

small, and the shekel (or price) great. We'll use false 

balances. We'll buy the poor (that is, take them into in-

dentured servitude) for a pair of sandals. What if the 

carts of one of the merchants doing so had a bumper 

sticker reading “God Bless The Kingdom of 

Jeroboam”? How would you read that? Would you un-

derstand that bumper sticker to mean “God, change our 

hearts” or would you understand it to be “God, grant 



your approval on these things because we're doing so 

excellently with them”? 

The challenges posed by a disparity between the 

very wealthy and the very poor such that the poor are 

functionally helpless are daunting. The only way to re-

solve such a problem is for those with resources to re-

spond, but that puts them in the position of decreasing 

the level of comfort to which they have come to think 

of themselves entitled. If we would be honest with our-

selves, our greatest joy is in devising ways to explain 

what is wrong in our society by blaming the other guy 

so that we don’t have to give up anything. It is to such a

society that Amos spoke.

Of course, the teachings of our faith never speak of 

uncovering the sins of the other guy. Our faith speaks of

personal responsibility and if we heed it, we will expe-

rience that change of heart of which I was speaking. 



Such change is exquisitely uncomfortable, so we find 

marvelous ways to avoid heeding the teachings, and the

same was true in the northern kingdom in Amos' time. 

It really sounds like contemporary America, doesn't it? 

Amos again spoke of the consequences.

“The end has come upon my people Israel; I 
will never again pass them by. The songs of the
temple shall become wailings in that day,” says
the Lord GOD; “the dead bodies shall be many, 
cast out in every place. Be silent!”

For such a societal problem as Amos describes to be

addressed we must, MUST stop seeing ourselves in 

terms of “us” and “them”. We must, MUST stop impos-

ing judgments of unworthiness upon those who suffer. 

A house divided, President Lincoln said, cannot stand. 

Neither can we stand if GOD BLESS AMERICA means

ANYTHING other than “Lord God in heaven, change 

our hearts.” Unless our hearts be changed, we will con-



tinue as we have done, praying God to bless our flawed 

efforts. It is this failure to heed the teachings of God 

that Amos addressed, for there are consequences, 

church. There are consequences.

The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob: 
Surely I will never forget any of their deeds. 
Shall not the land tremble on this account, and 
everyone mourn who lives in it? The time is 
surely coming, says the Lord God, when I will 
send a famine on the land; not a famine of 
bread, or a thirst for water, but of hearing the 
words of the Lord. They shall wander from sea
to sea, and from north to east; they shall run to 
and fro, seeking the word of the Lord, but they 
shall not find it.

Let THAT sink in a minute! “The time is surely 

coming, says the Lord God, when I will send a famine 

on the land; not a famine of bread, or a thirst for water, 

but of hearing the words of the Lord.” It is possible for 

us to get so stone hearted that the word of the Lord will 



depart from us. It’s a matter of priorities, a decision to 

pursue the word of the Lord.

As Jesus and his disciples went on their way, 
Jesus entered a certain village, where a woman
named Martha welcomed him into her home. 
She had a sister named Mary, who sat at the 
Lord’s feet and listened to what he was saying. 
But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; 
so she came to him and asked, “Lord, do you 
not care that my sister has left me to do all the 
work by myself? Tell her then to help me.” But
the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you 
are worried and distracted by many things; 
there is need of only one thing. Mary has cho-
sen the better part, which will not be taken 
away from her.”

Please don’t hear my words as a call to make of 

America “a Christian nation”. We intentionally never 

were, and there is wisdom there. We are a diverse na-

tion, but those of us who celebrate the moving of the 

Holy Spirit within us are obligated to speak for those 



whose voices are too faint to be heard in the halls of 

power. Yes, God, we pray you will bless us by changing

our hearts to more perfectly reflect the law of love. We 

have choices to make, church, and choices have conse-

quences. Be careful that you understand what your 

bumper is praying for.

AMEN



BENEDICTION



Optional parts of the readings are set off in square brackets.
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