
The Lessons Appointed for Use on the

Second Sunday of Advent

Year A

RCL

Romans 15:4-13
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
Matthew 3:1-12

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets 

to preach repentance and prepare the way for our salva-

tion: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake 

our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus

Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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Isaiah 11:1-10

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.

The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.

His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,

or decide by what his ears hear;
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,

and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,

and faithfulness the belt around his loins.
The wolf shall live with the lamb,

the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,

and a little child shall lead them.
The cow and the bear shall graze,

their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den.

They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain;

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD
as the waters cover the sea.

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to 

the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his 
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dwelling shall be glorious.
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Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 Page 685, BCP

Deus, judicium

1 Give the King your justice, O God, 
and your righteousness to the King's Son;

2 That he may rule your people righteously 
and the poor with justice;

3 That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 
and the little hills bring righteousness.

4 He shall defend the needy among the people; 
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.

5 He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, 
from one generation to another.

6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, 
like showers that water the earth.

7 In his time shall the righteous flourish; 
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.

18 Blessed be the Lord GOD, the God of Israel, 
who alone does wondrous deeds!

19 And blessed be his glorious Name for ever! 
and may all the earth be filled with his glory.
Amen. Amen.
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Romans 15:4-13

Whatever was written in former days was written for 

our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the en-

couragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May

the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you 

to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with

Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice 

glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has 

welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that 

Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on be-

half of the truth of God in order that he might confirm 

the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that 

the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is 

written,

“Therefore I will confess you among the Gen-
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tiles,
and sing praises to your name”;

and again he says,

“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”;
and again,

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
and let all the peoples praise him”;

and again Isaiah says,

“The root of Jesse shall come,
the one who rises to rule the Gentiles;
in him the Gentiles shall hope.”

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in

believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power

of the Holy Spirit.
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Matthew 3:1-12

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilder-

ness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of

heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the 

prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
`Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight.’”

Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather

belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild

honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were

going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 

and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, con-

fessing their sins.

But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees com-

ing for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! 

Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear 
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fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to 

yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I 

tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up chil-

dren to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of

the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good 

fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who 

is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not 

worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with 

the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his 

hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will 

gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will 

burn with unquenchable fire.”
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SERMON

David Edwards died this week. He was 58. You prob-

ably knew of him because he famously hit the lottery 

for a one-time payment of $27million dollars after 

taxes. You may know that he donated a lot of money to 

the Westwood Boy’s Club and the Volunteer Fire De-

partment. You may recall that he was a convicted armed

robber. As best I can remember, I convicted him of one 

or more felonies or parole violations as well. My mem-

ory is hazy. He was one addict among so many others.

This would be the place to make the rafters ring about 

the wages of sin and to emphasize the portion of our 

Gospel passage in which John the Baptizer says, “...ev-

ery tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut 

down and thrown into the fire” for David’s life was an 

ongoing lesson on the consequences of bad decisions.  

You should know me well enough by now to know I’m 
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going to do no such thing. That would, indeed, be a 

cheap shot. None of us are that simple. The humanity of

each of us is composed of such a startlingly complex 

warp and woof that it is impossible to capture any of us 

in a word. We are nuanced creatures. Those who speak 

of good people and bad are fooling themselves.

I say that in spite of my experience in the courts. You 

would think that my last job put me in contact with a lot

of bad people, but mostly I met cases of arrested devel-

opment – grown up people who had no earthly idea 

how to go about being an adult. David was one of those.

He was an addict, and his addiction drove most of his 

behavior, both before and after the lottery win as The 

Independent reported:

The Edwardses’ life eventually began to spiral 
out of control, fueled, according to a Florida 
newspaper account, by their escalating drug 
use. Police were called to their home on one oc-
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casion in 2004 after Shawna Edwards stabbed 
her husband with a crack pipe.

In September 2005, police again visited the 
mansion and found the couple’s master bed-
room littered with used syringes, along with a 
quantity of cocaine.

These are not the actions of grown up people. These 

are the actions of people who don’t know how to be 

grown up people.

As prosecutor, I learned quickly that crooks aren’t 

dumb because they’re crooks; they’re crooks because 

they’re dumb. The myth of the criminal mastermind is a

creation of Hollywood. David Edwards was convicted 

of robbing a store. He got a rifle, put on a ski mask, and

pointed the gun at a clerk he had grown up with who 

knew his voice well. This was not a challenging case to 

put on trial. Dumb, dumb, dumb.

Before we get ourselves too tangled up in feeling all 
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self-righteous about what a train wreck David’s life was

and how it’s all his fault, let’s take a minute to investi-

gate this repentance thing that John is going on about in

our Gospel passage because I’m going to suggest later 

that we have much need of repentance. 

Repentance is a foundational idea in Christianity. 

Mark begins his story with John the Baptizer and these 

words, “John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and 

proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness

of sins.” Matthew and Luke add infancy narratives, but 

when they get down to Jesus’ ministry, they open with 

John the Baptizer, Matthew with these words, “Repent 

for the kingdom of heaven is at hand”, Luke with these, 

“And he went into all the region around the Jordan, pro-

claiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 

sins.” After John was arrested by Herod Antipas, Jesus’ 

ministry began, and He began it with these same words,
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“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

So, repenting is a big part of the Gospel message, but 

what does it mean, exactly, to repent? As Inigo Mon-

toya observed in The Princess Bride, “This word you 

keep using, I do not think it means what you think it 

means.” My sense of things is that when we speak of 

repentance, we often mean something more like “re-

morse” or “regret” — feeling sorry about something we

did. When I was sixteen, and just learning to drive stick,

my car rolled backwards and hit the car behind me. It 

was a mere tap and I’m sure no damage was done, but I 

panicked. I ran! The driver behind me pursued for a 

long time, but I got away. Even now, a half century 

later, confessing this to you I feel such shame and dis-

comfort! That is not repentance. That’s remorse.

From that time to this, I have never had any sort of 

traffic accident in which I didn’t stay around for the re-
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port. The remorse I still feel over that first tap has 

changed the way I run my life. THAT is repentance – a 

change of direction, the ability to learn from past mis-

takes. To repent is to stop thinking and acting one way 

and to start over in a new direction, so that when you 

encounter the same circumstance a second time, you re-

act differently. 

So, why could David Edwards not manage so simple a

concept? Everybody knows that if you hit the lottery, 

surely goodness and mercy will follow you all the days 

of your life and you shall make extravagant gifts to 

charity and expensive trips to Las Vegas ever after. 

How could David Edwards have messed up a sure 

thing? How can we understand David Edwards?

One way is to decide that David Edwards was a bad 

man, pure and simple, but I’ve already told you that 

thinking there are good guys and bad guys is a delusion.
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Admittedly, he was a mean little so and so. We’ll get 

nowhere if we don’t acknowledge that there is evil in 

the world. When he was still a juvenile, the sheriff came

to his home to interview him and he cranked off a cou-

ple of rounds at Ray Vanhoose. That’s just mean. Ray is

a friend of mine, and a totally nice guy.

I suppose we could stop at that – David Edwards was 

an evil little so and so and that explains David Edwards,

but it doesn’t. Evil isn’t a thing unto itself. Evil exists in

the world in the same way that darkness and cold exist. 

Just as darkness is the absence of light and cold the ab-

sence of heat, evil is the absence of good, not a thing 

unto itself. 

I want you to keep that in your mind this week. Evil is

not a thing unto itself, but the absence of good. My 

sense is that rather than acknowledging this truth, we 

prefer to imagine a game being played out between the 
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forces of God on the one side and the forces of the devil

on the other. Following that thought, the battle is be-

tween the good guys (us) who are aligned loyally with 

God, and the bad guys (them) who are spawn of Satan. 

When the life of one of the guys on the other team im-

plodes, as David’s did, we can then celebrate. Just you 

and me, God. Just you and me. We win! That is so very 

far from the teachings of Jesus Christ. Evil is not a 

thing unto itself, but the absence of good. The death of 

David Edwards did not add to the light of the world, but

contributed to its darkness.

I told you that we have much need to repent, and this 

is the time for us to get introspective. Getting all self-

righteous over the end of David’s life is not our only 

choice. Instead, we could ask why David’s life was such

a case of arrested development. Why did David have 

such a tough time living as an adult, and did we do any-
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thing that contributed to that? I would say that as a 

country, we did, by making it so very difficult for him 

to succeed. 

If the wages paid for unskilled labor are so low that 

mother and father both must work to pay the rent, who 

is teaching the children how to be grown up people? 

Who is assisting them with their homework? We have 

built a world where one out of three bank tellers in New

York is receiving public assistance because their pay is 

so low, a world where corporate profits soar to unimag-

inable numbers while workers must apply for food 

stamps, a world in which the server at the restaurant 

who served us Friday is moonlighting as a waitress be-

cause her salary as a fifth grade teacher is inadequate. 

In such a world, how surprised should we be that our 

courts are filled with cases of arrested development like

David? Is our decision to permit the cost of living to 
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rise but not the minimum price at which labor can be 

bought not something to repent? Nelson Mandela also 

died this week. I could not improve upon his words:

“Overcoming poverty is not a task of charity, it 
is an act of justice. Like Slavery and Apartheid, 
poverty is not natural. It is man-made and it can
be overcome and eradicated by the actions of 
human beings.” 

I said we have much to repent. The decisions we have 

made as a country which enforce poverty on so many 

are not the only things we might repent. We could 

choose to approach the story of David’s life by repent-

ing of the arrogance we allow ourselves when we mea-

sure our righteousness against our brother’s worst be-

havior and then think well of ourselves. Imagining our-

selves to be righteous in comparison to another is an ar-

rogance. It is the sin of pride. Just as the choices David 

Edwards made in his life repeatedly led him to calami-
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ties, the choices we have made in our arrogance have 

led us to a world in which we believe ourselves in peril 

if we are not armed to the teeth. Just as his addiction to 

illegal drugs led him to a life of misery, our addiction to

comfort, cheap goods and instant access to entertain-

ment has led us to a world in which the Chinese factory 

which makes iPads had to install nets around its build-

ing to catch workers who became so despondent at the 

working conditions that some took their own lives by 

jumping from the roof before the nets were installed, 

I’m not at all comfortable with trashing David Ed-

wards.  He was a  child of God, and,  like all  of  us,  a

flawed child of God. His flaws just became more public

than  ours  normally  do.  He  was  not  as  bad  as  some

would like to imagine and we are not as good as we’d

like to think we are. David was addicted to cocaine and

other drugs, but we are addicted to delusions about our
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own righteousness.  Unless we repent of our self-right-

eousness and stubbornness, those drugs we use to make

us feel better, we’ll wind up as regretful as David did.

But how? Can we manage what David couldn’t?

The first step is to confess that we are not the good

guys.  We’re not  in a  basketball  game with the devil.

That’s just something we  delude ourselves with so we

don’t have to look at our own failures.  We must stop

claiming the high moral ground for ourselves. That be-

longs to God. We are to serve God humbly, with a con-

trite heart, not boastfully with a proud tongue.

The second step is to stop looking for scapegoats.

God will not be persuaded to overlook your mistakes

because someone else made a different one.  The judg-

ing of them (and of us) is God’s business, not ours. 

The third step is being shown us by Pope Francis,

no less. In his  Apostolic Exhortation, Pope Francis ar-
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gues that we live in, “...a throwaway culture that dis-

cards young people as well as its older people.” God’s

plan for us does not include permission to throw any of

His children away. This must stop, and Christians must

be in the forefront of those who oppose any attempts to

throw away God’s children. No matter how wealthy and

well-educated we become as a nation, someone will still

have to pick up the garbage and stock the shelves and

flip the burgers. Those people are God’s children, and

we have  no  business  paying  them so  little  that  their

children  grow  up  with  no  earthly  idea  how  to  be  a

grown up person. Jesus offered Himself as a servant to

just such ones as these and thus showed how to live as a

son of God. Can we turn our backs on His example?

Being a Christian has nothing to do with self-righteous-

ness, and everything to do with seeking the welfare of

God’s Children who He has entrusted to our care. 
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We have  much  to  repent.  The  direction  we  have

traveled has led us to a world ruled by fear, a world of

inequality, a world where the powerful grow more pow-

erful  as  the  numbers  of  the  powerless  become  ever

greater and more miserable. As we change our direction

and repent, let us pray with Pope Francis

“Lord, I have let myself be deceived; in a thou-
sand ways I have shunned your love, yet here I 
am once more, to renew my covenant with you.
I need you. Save me once again, Lord, take me 
once more into your redeeming embrace”.

AMEN
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December 1, 2013

Powerball winner Edwards dies at 58

Ex-Boyd man won $280M jackpot in 2001
Kenneth Hart The Independent

ASHLAND — David Lee Edwards, who went from

unemployed ex-con to Powerball millionaire and whose

life became a testament to the seductive and destructive

powers of sudden wealth and fame, died Saturday in

Community Hospice Care Center.

Edwards was 58. The cause of his death was not im-

mediately known, but he had been widely reported to

have been in failing health in recent years.

Edwards also had been out of the public eye since

returning to the area in 2007 after being kicked out of

his mansion in an exclusive gated community in Flor-

ida. His death notice stated he had been living in Lu-
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casville.

Edwards  was  thrust  into  the  national  spotlight  in

August 2001, when he won a one-fourth share of a $280

million Powerball jackpot, which was, at the time, the

third-largest lottery pot in U.S. history. He opted for a

lump-sum payment of $41 million, banking $27 million

after taxes.

At the time of his massive windfall, Edwards was

46, laid off from his job installing fiber-optic cable and

living in his late parents’ house on Victoria Avenue in

Westwood. He had borrowed money from a friend to

get his water turned back on, and, after doing so, had

enough left for he and his then-fiancee, Shawna Mad-

dux, 19 years Edwards’ junior, to go out for drinks at

the  Ashland  Plaza  Hotel  Along  the  way,  the  couple

stopped  at  Clark’s  Pump-N-Shop  on  Wheatley  Road

and Edwards bought $7 worth of Powerball tickets.
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Edwards learned he’d hit the jackpot when he heard

the winning numbers announced on the radio in his car

in the Ashland Plaza parking lot. He would later tell re-

porters he picked the winning numbers himself, rather

than relying on the computer to do it for him, and he

felt  God  had  compelled  him  to  choose  the  winning

numbers.

Several  days  after  his  monumental  win,  Edwards

and  Maddux  stood  before  television  cameras  at  the

Louisville  Slugger  Museum,  where Edwards received

his ceremonial check. Reporters grilled Edwards about

his  past,  which  included  a  stint  behind  bars  for  the

armed robbery of a convenience store 20 years earlier

and  repeated  parole  violations  that  kept  sending  him

back to prison.

Edwards acknowledged he’d made some mistakes

in his life, but said that was all behind him. He also said
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he planned to put his newfound fortune to the best and

wisest use he possibly could.

“I didn’t want to accept this money by saying I’m

going to get mansions and I’m going to get cars, I’m

going to do this and that,” he said. “I would like to ac-

cept it with humility. I want this money to last, for me,

for my future wife, for my daughter and future genera-

tions."

Then,  in  practically  the  next  breath,  he  said  he

planned  to  buy  himself  a  Rolls-Royce  and  Maddux

wanted a Ferrari.

In  November  2001,  Edwards and Maddux moved

into  a  6,000-square-foot  home,  $1.5  million  home in

Palm Beach Gardens, Fla. The couple married in Maui

on New Year’s Day 2002.

During his time in Florida, Edwards amassed a fleet

of exotic cars, for which he paid more than $1 million.
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He also told NBC News he paid $78,000 for the gold-

and-diamond watch on his wrist and $159,000 for the

ring he wore. He also boasted  of having 200 swords in

his  collection  of  replica  medieval  weapons,  and  a

plasma TV he said set him back $30,000.

Edwards  also  bought  a  $600,000  house  in  Palm

Springs, Calif., his own limo company, a $1.9 million

Lear jet, three racehorses and a fiber-optics installation

company, which he acquired for $4.5 million. A year af-

ter he’d won the lottery, he estimated he’d spent $12

million.

In addition to spending profligately on himself and

his family, Edwards reportedly gave generously to old

friends who hit him up for cash. He also donated to sev-

eral local nonprofit organizations, including the West-

wood  Volunteer  Fire  Department  and  the  Westwood

Boys Club.
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The Edwardses’ life eventually began to spiral out

of control, fueled, according to a Florida newspaper ac-

count, by their escalating drug use. Police were called

to their home on one occasion in 2004 after Shawna Ed-

wards stabbed her husband with a crack pipe.

In September 2005, police again visited the mansion

and  found  the  couple’s  master  bedroom littered  with

used syringes, along with a quantity of cocaine.

The  Edwardses  eventually  lost  their  mansion  to

foreclosure  and  moved  into  a  warehouse  complex

David Edwards had rented to store his cars and furni-

ture. At the beginning of 2007, Shawna Edwards drove

her husband to Orlando and checked him into a hospi-

tal. He could barely walk. Not long after that, Edwards’

ex-wife and her husband drove Edwards back to Ken-

tucky.

In March 2007, Shawna Edwards was picked up by
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police near Orlando on a Boyd County warrant charg-

ing her with failure to pay $17,000 in child support to

the father of two of her children.

The Edwardses  would eventually  divorce,  and,  in

August, Shawna Edwards, now known as Shawna John-

son, was arrested on a first-degree assault charge for al-

legedly stabbing her boyfriend in a Scott County motel.

The victim suffered 10 or 11 stab wounds, but his in-

juries  were  nonlife-threatening,  police  said.  Johnson

could be sentenced to up to 10 years in prison if she is

convicted.

Edwards’ funeral arrangements were incomplete at

press time. Caniff Funeral Home in Westwood is han-

dling the arrangements1.

Optional parts of the readings are set off in square brackets.

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Re-

1 The Daily Independent, Copyright © 2013
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vised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of 
the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, and used by permission.

The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.

Sermon Copyright © 2013 J. Stewart Schneider

Story by Ken Hart appearing in The Independent Copyright © 2013 Used by permis-
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