
The Lessons Appointed for Use on the

Third Sunday of Easter

Year A

RCL

1 Peter 1:17-23 
Psalm 116:1-3, 10-17
Luke 24:13-35 

O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his 

disciples in the breaking of bread: Open the eyes of our 

faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming 

work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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Psalm 116:1-3, 10-17 Page 759, BCP

Dilexi, quoniam

1 I love the LORD, because he has heard the voice of 
my supplication, because he has inclined his ear to 
me whenever I called upon him.

2 The cords of death entangled me; the grip of the 
grave took hold of me; I came to grief and sorrow.

3 Then I called upon the Name of the LORD: “O 
LORD, I pray you, save my life.”

10 How shall I repay the LORD for all the good 
things he has done for me?

11 I will lift up the cup of salvation and call upon the 
Name of the LORD.

12 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD in the presence 
of all his people.

13 Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of 
his servants.

14 O LORD, I am your servant; I am your servant and 
the child of your handmaid; you have freed me from 
my bonds.

15 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and 
call upon the Name of the LORD.
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16 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD in the presence 
of all his people,

17 In the courts of the LORD’S house, in the midst of 
you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah!
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1 Peter 1:17-23

If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people 

impartially according to their deeds, live in reverent 

fear during the time of your exile. You know that you 

were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your 

ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, 

but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb 

without defect or blemish. He was destined before the 

foundation of the world, but was revealed at the end of 

the ages for your sake. Through him you have come to 

trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave 

him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God.

Now that you have purified your souls by your obedi-

ence to the truth so that you have genuine mutual love, 

love one another deeply from the heart. You have been 

born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, 
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through the living and enduring word of God.
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Luke 24:13-35

On the first day of the week, two of Jesus’ followers 

were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven 

miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about 

all these things that had happened. While they were 

talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and 

went with them, but their eyes were kept from recogniz-

ing him. And he said to them, “What are you discussing 

with each other while you walk along?” They stood 

still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was 

Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in 

Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken 

place there in these days?” He asked them, “What 

things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of 

Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word 

before God and all the people, and how our chief priests 
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and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death 

and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the 

one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now 

the third day since these things took place. Moreover, 

some women of our group astounded us. They were at 

the tomb early this morning, and when they did not find 

his body there, they came back and told us that they had 

indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was 

alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb 

and found it just as the women had said; but they did 

not see him.” Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish 

you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the 

prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the 

Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into 

his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the 

prophets, he interpreted to them the things about him-

self in all the scriptures. As they came near the village 
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to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he 

were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, 

“Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day 

is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 

When he was at the table with them, he took bread, 

blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their 

eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he 

vanished from their sight. They said to each other, 

“Were not our hearts burning within us while he was 

talking to us on the road, while he was opening the 

scriptures to us?” That same hour they got up and re-

turned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their 

companions gathered together. They were saying, “The 

Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 

Then they told what had happened on the road, and how 

he had been made known to them in the breaking of the 

bread.
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SERMON

The book of Hebrews tells us:

Do not neglect to show hospitality to 
strangers, for by doing that some have enter-
tained angels without knowing it.1

The writer of Hebrews is reminding us that the clear 

division we like to imagine between the divine and the 

profane, with God up there and us down here, isn’t as 

distinct as our sense of comfort would ask it to be. The 

divine is inextricably wound up with the profane and 

however much we might wish to keep God off some-

where in the clouds where he might miss some of the 

stuff we get up to, He insists on making His dwelling 

here, as the two followers of Jesus on their way to Em-

maus discovered. What would it be like, I wonder, to 

constantly be aware that God walks with us through ev-

erything we do rather than just sitting on the judgment 

1 Hebrews 13:2 NRSV
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seat in heaven taking notes? How should we react to 

such a realization? The writer of I Peter advises us 

wisely.

If you invoke as Father the one who judges 
all people impartially according to their 
deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of 
your exile.

Reverent because you are so bold as to invoke as Fa-

ther the Creator of everything. Fear because God judges 

all people, including you, impartially according to your 

deeds. To live in reverent fear is to live with the certain-

ty that all ALL have sinned and fallen short of the glory 

of God and that includes you. Alice discovered this 

most important principle early during her visit to Won-

derland.

“But I don’t want to go among mad people,” 
Alice remarked.
“Oh, you can’t help that," said the Cat: 
“we’re all mad here. I’m mad. You’re mad.”
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“How do you know I’m mad?” said Alice.
“You must be,” said the Cat, “or you 
wouldn’t have come here.”2

However much we might like to insist that we don’t 

want to go among sinners, we can’t help it. We’re all 

sinners here. I’m a sinner, you’re a sinner and we know 

that we must be or we wouldn’t have come here. That 

doesn’t mean you’re a lost person, incidentally. Believe 

me! God knows what a clanking, stuttering, dilapidated 

piece of machinery you are dragging around. The im-

portant thing is that you know it, too, and that you keep 

trying. Calamities occur when you decide that your 

clanking contraption is the best it can be, and stop try-

ing. Since we’re all very likely to do that from time to 

time, God makes His home with us, here, to coach and 

encourage us, now – so that we don’t get our muddy 

feet all over His beautiful creation. 

2 “Alice in Wonderland” Lewis Carroll
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Living with God in reverent fear isn’t at all gloomy. 

To live as one who has invoked God as Father is to live 

as a child who has smeared paint on a paper to make his 

mother a picture. Even though the paper is a mess, and 

the table is now a mess, too, still the gift is given in the 

certainty that the child’s mother will put it in a nice 

frame and display it proudly, and that her love and ap-

preciation will change the smeared colors and torn 

edges into an expression of love for all to see. God’s 

love can redeem even our worse messes. Without the 

Father’s love it’s all smeared paint and a ruined table-

top. That’s what makes the media kerfuffle over Donald 

Sterlings’ unfortunate words so instructive. 

The life-time ban and fine are far more instructive to 

us than to Mr. Sterling. He’s 80 years old and has more 

money than Scrooge McDuck. He bought the Clippers 

for twelve million. Estimates are that he’ll sell them for 
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more than seven hundred million. This isn’t about 

changing the attitudes of a single man or even punish-

ing him for approaching God’s children with hatred in 

his heart while claiming righteousness for himself. The 

consequences he now bears give us an opportunity to 

examine our own attitudes and to weigh them in the 

scale the Father has given us, the scale He applies im-

partially. 

Most of us here were raised by 19th Century people. 

That sounds so odd, but it’s true. My grandparents were 

born in the 1880’s. When we were too young to know 

the good from the bad, we were given attitudes toward 

the races which today we know to be inappropriate, 

hurtful and not reflective of God’s love for all His chil-

dren. We celebrate today that we have overcome that 

early teaching, but have we? Is it possible that those at-

titudes given us so long ago when we were still too 
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young to evaluate them continue to steam along, breath-

ing poison beneath the surface of our good intentions 

and our self-satisfaction? Mr. Sterlings’ hateful words 

and the subsequent outrage against him should say to 

us, “What of me?” The issue should not be the exposure 

of this one man's demons but instead a reminder to all 

of us that there lurks poison in all our hearts. We're all 

Bozos on this bus.

The pain of making such a confession is precisely 

why I think we are discomforted by the idea of Jesus 

walking beside us to Emmaus and why His harsh words 

sound so alien to us. 

“Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of 
heart to believe all that the prophets have 
declared! Was it not necessary that the Mes-
siah should suffer these things and then en-
ter into his glory?” Then beginning with 
Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to 
them the things about himself in all the 
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scriptures.”

We want a God who thinks we’re doing just fine 

rather than one who calls us foolish! Notice, though, 

that the correction is followed by instruction. Jesus isn’t 

jumping on a mis-step and going all hellfire and brim-

stone on them. He is instructing them and leading them 

back to an understanding of what had has happened. A 

God up there is a different thing than a God walking be-

side you. A God up there conveniently isn’t trying to 

change you now, but a God up there can’t receive the 

smeared up paper of your life and redeem your errors 

by His love, either. An impartial judge in the future at 

the Pearly Gates is one thing. A God who walks with us 

and seeks to steer us into paths of righteousness now is 

quite another thing for the paths of righteousness are 

frequently personally inconvenient. Never forget how 

inconvenienced Jesus was by following the paths of 
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righteousness.

No growth, church, is possible until we confess to the 

living God who accompanies us in our journey, that we 

have fallen short of His Glory and need a coach. Arch-

bishop Desmond Tutu posted a status update on his 

Facebook page this week. It was:

Before transformation there must be the 
willingness to believe that transformation is 
possible.

I would add to the Archbishop’s comment the caveat 

that before transformation there must be a humble con-

fession that transformation is needed. Yes, Donald Ster-

ling let loose the demons of his mind, and will suffer 

the consequences. That’s his particular problem. Ours is 

to realize that the idea of a distant God whose character 

is inclined to forgiveness and who acts in our lives only 

in judgment is a deadly misconception. He walks with 
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me and He talks with me and He tells me I am His own. 

Now. Not later. Now. By embracing that truth we can 

embrace the Archbishop’s words, “Before transforma-

tion there must be the willingness to believe that trans-

formation is possible.”  Before that, there must be a 

confession that you are not as swell a guy as you 

thought you were. The beginnings of a belief that trans-

formation is possible is the realization that transforma-

tion is needed. 

How could we possibly live in a smeared up, torn up 

world, damaged by the actions of so many misguided 

and dangerous people, damaged by our OWN misguid-

ed and dangerous decisions, if we, even for a second, 

were to see us all through the eyes of our Father who 

makes no distinction?

Short answer: we couldn’t. Our sinful natures, our 

readiness to forgive our own sins while insisting on 
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payment in full for the sins of others blinds us. It is only 

when we stop looking through our eyes, and see the 

world reflected in the loving eyes of the Father that we 

can see the beauty to which we are blind.  Recognizing 

that we are blind allows us to pray for transformation.

The clear division we like to imagine between the di-

vine and the profane, with God up there and us down 

here, isn’t as distinct as our sense of comfort would ask 

it to be. The divine is inextricably wound up with the 

profane and however much we might wish to keep God 

off somewhere in the clouds where he might miss some 

of the stuff we get up to, He insists on making His 

dwelling here.

It’s a humbling, life transforming thought.

AMEN

Optional parts of the readings are set off in square brackets.
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The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Re-
vised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of 
the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, and used by permission.

The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.

Sermon Copyright © 2014 J. Stewart Schneider
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