
The Lessons Appointed for Use on the

Fifth Sunday in Lent

Year B

RCL

Jeremiah 31:31-34
Psalm 119:9-16
John 12:20-33

Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the un-

ruly wills and affections of sinners: Grant your people 

grace to love what you command and desire what you 

promise; that, among the swift and varied changes of 

the world, our hearts may surely there be fixed where 

true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our 

LORD, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spir-

it, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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Jeremiah 31:31-34

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I 

will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and 

the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I

made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand

to bring them out of the land of Egypt – a covenant that 

they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 

But this is the covenant that I will make with the house 

of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my 

law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I

will be their God, and they shall be my people. No 

longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other,

“Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the 

least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will 

forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.
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Psalm 119:9-16 Page 764, BCP

Beth: In quo corrigit?

9 How shall a young man cleanse his way? *
By keeping to your words.

10 With my whole heart I seek you; *
let me not stray from your commandments.

11 I treasure your promise in my heart, *
that I may not sin against you.

12 Blessed are you, O LORD; *
instruct me in your statutes.

13 With my lips will I recite *
all the judgments of your mouth.

14 I have taken greater delight in the way of your decrees *
than in all manner of riches.

15 I will meditate on your commandments *
and give attention to your ways.

16 My delight is in your statutes; *
I will not forget your word.
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John 12:20-33

Now among those who went up to worship at the festi-

val were some Greeks. They came to Philip, who was 

from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we 

wish to see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; then 

Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered 

them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glo-

rified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls

into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but

if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life 

lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will 

keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow 

me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. 

Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.

“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say – 

`Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for this rea-
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son that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your 

name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glori-

fied it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd standing 

there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, 

“An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This 

voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the 

judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will 

be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth,

will draw all people to myself.” He said this to indicate 

the kind of death he was to die.
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SERMON

Someone posted one of those sloppy sentimental pic-

tures on Facebook this week with the caption, 

REPOST IF YOU BELIEVE IN GOD AND 
IN 2 MINUTES, HE WILL DO YOU A 
HUGE FAVOR.

I responded:

I most certainly hope not. God is our creator 
and the ground of our being. What you are 
describing is a slot machine.

Yes. Your pastor can be a bit snarky. OK...more than a

bit, sometimes. One of the things that will almost al-

ways get a rise out of me is the idea that God’s job is to 

get us what we want. When we want it. With free ship-

ping. Another thing that will almost always get a rise 

out of me is the idea that God is so pleased with me, 

and so disappointed in the poor slobs that aren’t me, 

that He just can’t do enough for me. I can’t help but 
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wonder if that’s the sort of a thing that has moved us 

from our calling as a force for the redemption of the 

world to the marginalized movement involved more in 

believing than in doing that we have become. 

Two weeks ago, I shared three criticisms of the con-

temporary church from Father Richard Rohr of New 

Mexico. I want to use Father Rohr's three confessions to

help us understand what I think our calling as Christians

is, and what it is not. 

Father Rohr's first confession is this:

We worshiped Jesus instead of following 
Him on his same path.

Jesus didn't appear on the world stage as an icon to be 

admired from afar. Jesus came as a leader to show us 

how a fully human being could act in full agreement 

with the Will of God, even unto death on a cross. Jesus 

showed us that we have no purpose greater than doing 
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the Will of God.

The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified... Now my soul is troubled. And what 
should I say – ‘Father, save me from this 
hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come
to this hour.

Do you hear that commitment in Jesus' words? First, 

Jesus acknowledges that His life is purpose-driven. 

“The hour has come”. The time is now. He has come for

a purpose and since that purpose is divinely mandated, 

what other course has He other than to fulfill the pur-

pose for which he came? Jesus then acknowledged the 

terrible purpose for which he came and the necessity of 

it.

Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat 
falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a 
single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 

Can you hear Jesus comforting himself there? Can 
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you hear how desperate he is to remind himself that the 

horrible thing that is going to happen is for the good of 

all, and must be this way and no other? Can you not 

hear His fear? Jesus is fully human! Just as you are. To 

follow Jesus instead of merely worshiping Him is 

daunting. It's no wonder we try so hard to find a way 

around this obligation. I was defending a child in juve-

nile court in a mountain county many decades ago when

a deputy sheriff started telling me his ideas of what 

should be done with law breakers. I won’t go into his 

ideas but I think we can agree that we wouldn’t agree 

with him. Then he started quoting the Bible in support. 

I asked him, “Do you think Jesus would embrace what 

you’re proposing?”

He replied, “Well, that’s Jesus. I’m not that good.”

We are OK with the idea that Jesus came into the 

world with a purpose but we are often anxious to avoid 
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any suggestion that we might have come into the world 

impressed with a similar obligation. It's much more 

convenient to just worship Jesus as the exception to the 

human rule and be satisfied with that but the church 

teaches that you did come into the world impressed 

with a similar obligation. You are the unique key which 

will open a lock in the world which no other key will 

budge. You are the answer to a question no one else can

answer. Jesus has shown you how to do that. When that 

happens, however frightened you may be, however ter-

rifying or however ordinary the challenge may be (for 

few are called to something so dramatic as martyrdom),

you must be true to your purpose. Following Jesus 

means holding your very life as of no value in compari-

son to the purpose for which you are called. Following 

Jesus is a “no compromises” sort of thing. Jesus does 

not call worshipers. Jesus calls followers.
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Father Rohr's second confession was:

We made Jesus into a mere religion instead 
of a journey toward union with God and ev-
erything else.

What is a religion but a single way of looking at the 

world, an ideology and an attitude of thought? In his 

homily this week, Pope Francis addressed this issue di-

rectly, saying:

In ideologies there is not Jesus: in his tender-
ness, his love, his meekness. And ideologies 
are rigid, always. [W]hen a Christian be-
comes a disciple of the ideology, he has lost 
the faith: he is no longer a disciple of Jesus, 
he is a disciple of this attitude of thought…
The faith becomes ideology and ideology 
frightens, ideology chases away the people ... 
distances the people and distances the 
Church from the people. 

Then he said the most remarkable thing. He said that 

ideological Christians no longer pray! They recite mem-

orized prayers. When we make Jesus into a religion in-
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stead of a journey toward union with God and every-

thing else, we have placed ourselves in a box made of 

memorized prayers and favorite hymns from which Je-

sus can no longer act through us. The path set out by Je-

sus has nothing to do with joining a religion. It has to 

do with the free gift of your all to the path laid out by 

Jesus. He gives nothing who does not give of himself.

Those who love their life lose it, and those who
hate their life in this world will keep it for eter
nal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, 
and where I am, there will my servant be also. 

Father Rohr's third confession is the most damning of 

all.

This shift made us into a religion of “belong-
ing and believing” instead of a religion of 
transformation.

Out in the wilds of the Internet there is a group that 

characterizes themselves as worshipers of the “Flying 
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Spaghetti Monster”, a deity pictured as a levitating plate

of spaghetti with meatball eyes. They insist, tongue in 

cheek, that the Flying Spaghetti Monster touches his 

creation with his “noodly appendages”. Of course, what

they are doing is lampooning Christians and other be-

lievers for what they see as our hypocrisy and gullibili-

ty. That is why we are counseled to love our enemies. 

Our enemies will tell us stuff our friends will not, and 

this is one of them. Somehow the contemporary under-

standing of what it means to be a Christian is of one 

who believes silly things and sets himself or herself 

apart from the suffering world, a group of moralizing 

headaches and self-righteous miseries.

How did we let people define us so? By our own ac-

tions. By worshiping Jesus instead of following him; by

converting Him into a religion instead of a path toward 

unification with God we have transformed church atten-
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dance into nothing more than a contract for heaven 

when we die. And having completely neutered the mes-

sage of Jesus Christ, we feel justified in retiring to com-

fortable pews. It's no wonder we are the object of fun 

and ridicule. This is not what Jeremiah had in mind at 

all.

But this is the covenant that I will make with 
the house of Israel after those days, says the 
Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will 
write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, 
and they shall be my people.

The covenant between Kathy and me is written on our

hearts. I never think, “If I do this for her, she will do 

that for me.” That’s not the way marriages work, and 

Jeremiah has just that sort of a relationship in mind.

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, 
when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will 
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not be like the covenant that I made with their 
ancestors when I took them by the hand to 
bring them out of the land of Egypt – a 
covenant that they broke, though I was their 
husband, says the LORD.

Just as Jesus went willingly to the cross although as 

frightened as any sensible person would be, we are to 

do the will of God written upon our hearts with the 

same disdain for our own personal welfare. The first 

covenant about which Jeremiah spoke was one of laws, 

Thou shalt do this; Thou shalt not do that. The covenant

that Jeremiah promised is one of existence, My exis-

tence is in Thee and my step follows yours. I could no 

more leave you than could I leave my own heart. Re-

member, many in the world make fun of Christians. No 

one makes fun of Mother Teresa. The actions of a com-

mitted Christian are impossible to hold in contempt.

Three confessions: 
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1.We worship Jesus instead of following Him; 

2.We have made Him into a mere religion; 

3.Ostensibly in the name of Christ, we have made 
ourselves into a religion of “belonging and believ-
ing” instead of a religion of transformation.

During Lent we are to review our relationship with 

God. We are to do so prayerfully and we are to do so 

with integrity. How would you characterize your under-

standing of your status as a Christian in light of Father 

Rohr's three criticisms?

AMEN
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Optional parts of the readings are set off in square brackets.

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Re-
vised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of 
the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, and used by permission.

The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.

Sermon Copyright © 2015 J. Stewart Schneider
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