
The Lessons Appointed for Use on the

Sunday closest to June 22

Proper 7

Year A

RCL

Jeremiah 20:7-13
Psalm 69: 8-11, (12-17), 18-20
Matthew 10:24-39

O Lord, make us have perpetual love and reverence 

for your holy Name, for you never fail to help and gov-

ern those whom you have set upon the sure foundation 

of your lovingkindness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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Jeremiah 20:7-13

O LORD, you have enticed me,
and I was enticed;

you have overpowered me,
and you have prevailed.

I have become a laughingstock all day long;
everyone mocks me.

For whenever I speak, I must cry out,
I must shout, “Violence and destruction!”

For the word of the LORD has become for me
a reproach and derision all day long.

If I say, “I will not mention him,
or speak any more in his name,”

then within me there is something like a burning fire
shut up in my bones;

I am weary with holding it in,
and I cannot.

For I hear many whispering:
“Terror is all around!

Denounce him! Let us denounce him!”
All my close friends
are watching for me to stumble.
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“Perhaps he can be enticed,
and we can prevail against him,
and take our revenge on him.”

But the LORD is with me like a dread warrior;
therefore my persecutors will stumble,
and they will not prevail.

They will be greatly shamed,
for they will not succeed.

Their eternal dishonor
will never be forgotten.

O LORD of hosts, you test the righteous,
you see the heart and the mind;

let me see your retribution upon them,
for to you I have committed my cause.

Sing to the LORD;
praise the LORD!

For he has delivered the life of the needy
from the hands of evildoers.
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Psalm 69: 8-11, (12-17), 18-20 Page 679, BCP

Salvum me fac

8 Surely, for your sake have I suffered reproach, 
and shame has covered my face.

9 I have become a stranger to my own kindred, 
an alien to my mother's children.

10 Zeal for your house has eaten me up; 
the scorn of those who scorn you has fallen upon 
me.

11 I humbled myself with fasting, 
but that was turned to my reproach.

[12 I put on sack-cloth also, 
and became a byword among them.

13 Those who sit at the gate murmur against me, 
and the drunkards make songs about me.

14 But as for me, this is my prayer to you, 
at the time you have set, O LORD:

15 “In your great mercy, O God, 
answer me with your unfailing help.
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16 Save me from the mire; do not let me sink; 
let me be rescued from those who hate me
and out of the deep waters.

17 Let not the torrent of waters wash over me,
neither let the deep swallow me up; 
do not let the Pit shut its mouth upon me.]

18 Answer me, O LORD, for your love is kind; 
in your great compassion, turn to me."

19 “Hide not your face from your servant; 
be swift and answer me, for I am in distress.

20 Draw near to me and redeem me; 
because of my enemies deliver me."

5



Matthew 10:24-39

Jesus said to the twelve disciples,

“A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above 

the master; it is enough for the disciple to be like the 

teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have 

called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much 

more will they malign those of his household!

“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up 

that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will 

not become known. What I say to you in the dark, tell 

in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim 

from the housetops. Do not fear those who kill the body

but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy

both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold 

for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground 

apart from your Father. And even the hairs of your head

6



are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more 

value than many sparrows.

“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before 

others, I also will acknowledge before my Father in 

heaven; but whoever denies me before others, I also 

will deny before my Father in heaven.

“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the 

earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword.

“For I have come to set a man against his father,
and a daughter against her mother, 

and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 
and one's foes will be members of one's own 
household.

“Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not 

worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more 

than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does not take

up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Those 
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who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their 

life for my sake will find it.”
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SERMON

Jesus said:

Do not think that I have come to bring peace
to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, 
but a sword. For I have come to set a man 
against his father, and a daughter against her
mother, and a daughter-in-law against her 
mother-in-law; and one's foes will be mem-
bers of one's own household.

Jeremiah cried out in distress:

O LORD, you have enticed me, and I was
enticed; you have overpowered me, and you
have prevailed. I have become a laughing-
stock all day long; everyone mocks me.
...
For I hear many whispering: “Terror is all
around!  Denounce  him!  Let  us  denounce
him!” All my close friends are watching for
me to stumble.

When we think about today’s church in all its amazing

variety, do either of these passages come to mind? Do 
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we hear Christians today cry out that their faith has set a

man against his father and a daughter against her 

mother? Do we hear those within today’s church weep 

because the fire in their bones demands that they speak 

out against the cruelty and suffering imposed upon the 

innocent of our time, often in the name of righteous-

ness?

When I consider the church today I am struck by its 

love for tradition, but also the other side of that coin – 

its resistance to change. I am struck by the commitment 

of congregations determined to share their life-long ex-

perience of worship with a new generation, but I am 

also aware how many of that new generation have 

turned their backs on those well-loved worship forms, 

finding the teachings of the church and its liturgy irrele-

vant to their lives. I see older people comfortable in 

their regular pews who do not want to have their com-
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fort disturbed, and I see younger people with energy 

and compassion and good will who find the contempo-

rary church merely an entertainment venue, or a com-

modity sales outlet, or a dusty reliquary of a time gone 

by.

The path of God’s people has carried us this way be-

fore. Look closely at Jesus’ words. “For I have come to 

set a man against his father, and a daughter against her 

mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-

law”. Jesus doesn’t say that he has come to set brother 

against brother or husband against wife. He speaks of 

setting one GENERATION against another. The teach-

ing Jesus brings will set those who worship their long 

tradition from their safe and comfortable pews against 

those who have heard the inbreaking of a new covenant 

and are driven to follow it. It is a renewal and a revolu-

tion. This renewed church would have nothing to do 
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with the activities which had grown up over the cen-

turies in support of the traditions of time out of mind, 

not because those traditions are wrong, but because they

were a glass half-empty. God’s people had come to 

worship the status quo. I would suggest that today’s 

church is doing the same.

This New Testament would have to do with a fresh 

reading of the Scriptures and a sweeping away of older 

things but it would be restorative, not destructive. As 

Jesus will say, 

Don't misunderstand why I have come. I did 
not come to abolish the law of Moses or the 
writings of the prophets. No, I came to ac-
complish their purpose.1

 And so, the battle was joined, for there is nothing 

comfortable tradition likes less than to be reminded that

it is, in itself, an empty form subject to change.

1 Matthew 5:17 New Living Translation
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Which, interestingly enough, brings up Sergeant 

Bowe Bergdahl. You will recall that then-Private 

Bergdahl was captured by the Taliban in 2009, and was 

released in exchange for five detainees in May 2014. 

The circumstances of his capture and release have gen-

erated fiery debate from all sides, some maintaining that

he is a hero and that his release is testament to our na-

tional commitment to leave no soldier on the battlefield;

others maintaining he is a traitor and a deserter. CNN 

reported that, according to soldiers involved in the oper-

ations to find Bergdahl, at least six soldiers were killed 

in the search for him but a spokesman for the Pentagon 

said that it is impossible to confirm whether anybody's 

death was directly linked to the search for Bergdahl.2 

That the circumstances are not clear is an understate-

ment. 

2 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bowe_Bergdahl
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That said, I read an interesting opinion piece in USA 

Today by Mary Zeiss Stange, professor of religion and 

director of the religion program at Skidmore College3. 

It appears that the family of Sgt. Bergdahl belong to 

Sovereign Redeemer Presbyterian Church in Boise, an 

Orthodox Presbyterian Church. Professor Stange asks if

it could be that Sgt. Bergdahl’s actions are attributable, 

at least in part, to his religious upbringing.

Professor Stange describes the Orthodox Presbyterian 

faith in these terms:

A hyperconservative offshoot of the main-
stream Presbyterian Church USA, the Or-
thodox Presbyterian Church sees the world 
in stark either/or terms. This is Calvinism on
steroids. You are saved and bound for 
heaven. Or you are a sinner, treading a one-
way path to the fiery pit of hell. 

3 http://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2014/06/15/bergdahl-religion-faith-calvinist-presbyterian-column/10554163/
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Professor Stange notes, “His family's faith, the Ortho-

dox Presbyterian Church, makes extraordinary demands

on a sensitive young person's conscience and conduct.” 

Sgt. Bergdahl’s pastor, Philip Proctor, agrees, telling 

The Huffington Post that Bowe had “grown up in a 

conservative Christian home, and he was trying to fig-

ure out if this was his faith or his parents' faith.”

I am drawn powerfully to Professor Stange’s thoughts 

on the impact of his faith upon his subsequent actions 

because of my personal life experience. Nonetheless, I 

suspect that many of us of a certain generation, particu-

larly those who have served in the armed forces, are go-

ing to see Sgt. Bergdahl’s actions as those of a deserter. 

He had a duty and an oath and he was false to both. I 

suspect that those who see his actions in that way will 

think no further on the matter and will judge the 

sergeant and any who might defend him very harshly. I 

7



am trying to tread lightly here, because I love you and 

don’t wish you to be angry with me, but I would like to 

challenge such hasty judgments. Professor Stange ends 

her piece in this fashion:

Religious motives might or might not justify 
whatever Bergdahl might or might not have 
done. But those same motives can go a long 
way toward helping to comprehend his ac-
tions. 

Professor Stange’s words speak to the Christian heart 

for more latitude in judgment. The facts are not yet in. 

The investigation is not complete. As attorney for the 

Commonwealth I told witnesses that the hardest thing 

to do on the witness stand was to say, “I don’t know” 

but if you truly don’t know, that is the only truthful an-

swer you can make. I don’t know why Sgt. Bergdahl 

left his unit. I don’t know the circumstances or his moti-

vation. That means I don’t know if he is a hero or a de-
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serter. But let’s pretend, just for today, that his faith led 

him to question the decisions which placed him as a 

United States soldier in a foreign land. Let’s agree, just 

for this moment, that Sgt. Bergdahl felt, with Jeremiah, 

something within him like a burning fire shut up in his 

bones. How, then, would we understand Sgt. Bergdahl?

As the investigation progresses, emails to and from 

the sergeant’s father will come to light, as will com-

ments he made to his unit mates. I have seen some of 

them. The emails and the comments contain hateful in-

dictments of the United States and its role in Afghan-

istan. All Americans who love their country will be in-

furiated and will, no doubt, denounce him, calling him 

traitor and deserter. Perhaps he is, but what if the fire in 

his bones burned hotter than his love of his country? 

What does Christ teach us then?
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“Whoever loves father or mother more than me 
is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or 
daughter more than me is not worthy of me.”

If love of father or mother, son or daughter makes one

unworthy of Jesus, how much more love of country? 

When Jeremiah spoke, Jerusalem was under threat. 

Jeremiah’s word was that the enemy were God’s pun-

ishment on Israel for its sin, and that they must submit 

and accept God’s punishment. You can imagine how 

THAT went over! What of Sgt. Bergdahl? In an email to

his father, he wrote:
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I am sorry for everything here. These people 
need help, yet what they get is the most con-
ceited country in the world telling them that 
they are nothing and that they are stupid, 
that they have no idea how to live... We don't
even care when we hear each other talk 
about running their children down in the 
dirt streets with our armored trucks... We 
make fun of them in front of their faces, and 
laugh at them for not understanding we are 
insulting them [...] I am sorry for everything.

The fire in his bones that caused Jeremiah to continue 

to speak even though he was denounced as a laughing-

stock and the subject of reproach and derision is the 

same fire that led Jesus to Golgotha. Speaking out about

the sins of your people inevitably carries with it the ap-

probation of those who find no offense in those sins. It 

is for this reason that Jesus added, “...and whoever does

not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of 

me.” If the sergeant abandoned his post and committed 

11



an offense against his unit and his unit mates, he will be

punished after a full investigation and trial. That will 

not, however, close the questions that he raised. History

will have to decide if Bowe Bergdahl is a prophet or a 

traitor, but can we afford to stop our ears and never con-

sider the matter beyond the easy answers?

When you called me to be your pastor, you knew that 

I had been false to both my duty and my oath as Com-

monwealth’s Attorney. It was a horrible time. My fam-

ily and four others lost their jobs. I was called unquali-

fied, faithless, oath-breaker. I broke the law, and paid 

with the loss of my job and the uncertainty I will feel 

for all my life that if I had done things differently those 

families would not have been hurt. I did what I did be-

cause I am convinced that to assume the power of life 

and death over another is a great sin against the Father 

and that Christians are called upon by the Father to 
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speak when the world in which we live is accepting of a

sin against the Father.

I don’t know what the facts of Bowe Bergdahl’s case 

will turn out to be. In a way, it’s not important to the 

larger questions like where is the church today which is 

crying out of the fire in its bones to speak out against 

the ways of the world which cause suffering in place of 

comfort, death in place of life? Where is the church that

walks in company with Paul, with Stephen, with all the 

martyrs of the church who sacrificed so much to speak 

the word of God to an ailing world? Where is the 

church that walks the walk of relevancy with those 

young people full of energy and good will who are 

walking away from our churches? Can it really be, as a 

character in a novel once speculated, 
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It was ironic, I thought, to talk about “prac-
ticing” Christians when, to be a Christian, 
you didn’t have to do much of anything at 
all, you just had to profess your faith, while 
Jewish people, even nonbelieving ones, did 
more in a single Seder than a full-bore 
Christian obedient in his pew might do all 
year.4

What is a practicing Christian to do when the world 

walks away from the teachings of Christ to embrace 

other things and call them holy? Do we join our voices 

with the the majority and become like Jerusalem, the 

city which kills the prophets? Or do we take up our 

cross and expose ourselves to derision to make of our-

selves God’s voice to a world which needs to hear Him 

but which seems to have lost the knack?

AMEN

 

4 To Rise Again at a Decent Hour: A Novel (Joshua Ferris)
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Optional parts of the readings are set off in square brackets.

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Re-
vised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of 
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, and used by permission.

The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.

Sermon Copyright © 2014 J. Stewart Schneider

Return to The Lectionary Page.
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