
The Lessons Appointed for Use on
the

Sunday closest to September 28

Proper 21
Year C RCL

Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15
Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16
1 Timothy 6:6-19

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in 

showing mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness of your 

grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may 

become partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Je-

sus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.
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Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15

The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD in 

the tenth year of King Zedekiah of Judah, which was 

the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar. At that time the 

army of the king of Babylon was besieging Jerusalem, 

and the prophet Jeremiah was confined in the court of 

the guard that was in the palace of the king of Judah, 

where King Zedekiah of Judah had confined him.

Jeremiah said, The word of the LORD came to me: 

Hanamel son of your uncle Shallum is going to come to

you and say, “Buy my field that is at Anathoth, for the 

right of redemption by purchase is yours.” Then my 

cousin Hanamel came to me in the court of the guard, in

accordance with the word of the LORD, and said to me, 

“Buy my field that is at Anathoth in the land of Ben-

jamin, for the right of possession and redemption is 
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yours; buy it for yourself.” Then I knew that this was 

the word of the LORD.

And I bought the field at Anathoth from my cousin 

Hanamel, and weighed out the money to him, seventeen

shekels of silver. I signed the deed, sealed it, got wit-

nesses, and weighed the money on scales. Then I took 

the sealed deed of purchase, containing the terms and 

conditions, and the open copy; and I gave the deed of 

purchase to Baruch son of Neriah son of Mahseiah, in 

the presence of my cousin Hanamel, in the presence of 

the witnesses who signed the deed of purchase, and in 

the presence of all the Judeans who were sitting in the 

court of the guard. In their presence I charged Baruch, 

saying, Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: 

Take these deeds, both this sealed deed of purchase and 

this open deed, and put them in an earthenware jar, in 

order that they may last for a long time. For thus says 
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the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Houses and fields 

and vineyards shall again be bought in this land.
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Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16

Qui habitat
1 He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High, *

abides under the shadow of the Almighty.
2 He shall say to the LORD,

“You are my refuge and my stronghold, *
my God in whom I put my trust.”

3 He shall deliver you from the snare of the hunter *
and from the deadly pestilence.

4 He shall cover you with his pinions,
and you shall find refuge under his wings; *
his faithfulness shall be a shield and buckler.

5 You shall not be afraid of any terror by night, *
nor of the arrow that flies by day;

6 Of the plague that stalks in the darkness, *
nor of the sickness that lays waste at mid-day.

14 Because he is bound to me in love,
therefore will I deliver him; *
I will protect him, because he knows my Name.

15 He shall call upon me, and I will answer him; *
I am with him in trouble;
I will rescue him and bring him to honor.
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16 With long life will I satisfy him, *
and show him my salvation.
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1 Timothy 6:6-19

There is great gain in godliness combined with con-

tentment; for we brought nothing into the world, so that 

we can take nothing out of it; but if we have food and 

clothing, we will be content with these. But those who 

want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by 

many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people 

into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a 

root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich

some have wandered away from the faith and pierced 

themselves with many pains.

But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue 

righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentle-

ness. Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the 

eternal life, to which you were called and for which you
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made the good confession in the presence of many wit-

nesses. In the presence of God, who gives life to all 

things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before 

Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you 

to keep the commandment without spot or blame until 

the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, which he 

will bring about at the right time – he who is the blessed

and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of 

lords. It is he alone who has immortality and dwells in 

unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or 

can see; to him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen.

As for those who in the present age are rich, com-

mand them not to be haughty, or to set their hopes on 

the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly 

provides us with everything for our enjoyment. They 

are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and 

ready to share, thus storing up for themselves the trea-
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sure of a good foundation for the future, so that they 

may take hold of the life that really is life.
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SERMON

We're involved in the most divisive presidential 

campaign I can recall. Our nation was formed upon the 

idea that government must not speak to religion. Is the 

converse also true, that religion must not speak to gov-

ernment? I would say no, but I’d add the warning that 

when we do so, we must be very, very careful that we 

speak for God, and not just to our personal preferences. 

The calls we hear so often to make our country into a 

“Christian Nation” are greatly mistaken. Our country 

was formed in the ideals of diversity, and in the certain-

ty, derived from observation of state-controlled reli-

gions in Europe, of the inadvisability of such an ap-

proach. Government must have no voice in religion, for 

God speaks to individuals, not to governments. But, as 

citizens of a democratic republic we cannot abdicate the

demands of our faith in discharging our duty as citizens;
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neither can we wrap Jesus around our personal prefer-

ences and offer that up as holy. We are taught to follow 

Jesus, even to the cross. Following must be done with 

humility lest it become arrogance.

Last Sunday we read the parable of the dishonest 

manager. We had a pretty full plate, finding a new way 

to look at this familiar passage, so I deliberately 

stopped before discussing the most familiar portion:

No slave can serve two masters; for a slave 
will either hate the one and love the other, or
be devoted to the one and despise the other. 

That's the “morale” of the story we all know. What 

does it mean, though? We can think about it from with-

in our own sanctuary, for here we have an example in 

miniature. Over here, we have the Christian flag. Over 

there, we have the American flag. When you think of 

pledging your allegiance, which flag do you think of? 
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Now, before you go for the pitchforks and torches, let 

me say there is nothing improper about the display of 

the American flag in a church. I use this example be-

cause they are right in our faces and represent two, 

sometimes competing, powerful demands for our alle-

giance. In the event the demands of these two masters 

conflict, we are forced to decide between them. That is 

intensely uncomfortable. Our impulse is to convince 

ourselves that no conflict exists between our hopes for 

our country and the demands of our faith. We must re-

sist that impulse and face the conflicts bravely. We are 

not called to do only easy things. Remember the 

bumper sticker I gave you once, “If you love Jesus, pur-

sue compassion. Any fool can honk.” God's plan for 

you involves more than honking. It involves bringing 

the good news to a world intent on impaling itself upon 

the swords of fear and hatred.
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It’s a myth that preachers aren’t supposed to be “po-

litical”. 

You see, everything that matters in the real 
world can be labeled “political,” since we 
wind up having laws, policies and govern-
ment programs related to all those things 
Christians inevitably care about: because of 
Jesus, the prophets and apostles, we harbor 
strong feelings about war and peace, or when
life begins, or the plight of the poor, or 
strangers within our borders, or character, 
honesty and virtue. As people of faith, how 
could we function faithfully as citizens or 
voters if we had to leave God in a drawer at 
home or in the pew at Church?1

Hear that! Everything that matters in the real world 

can be labeled “political”. Can it be that we are so fo-

cused on heaven that we fail to think of practicing our 

faith here and now? This is where things get scary, for if

our country chooses paths of hatred and fear that con-

1 Dr. James C. Howell at
 http://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/7746/tis-the-season-separation-of-church-and-state
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flict with God’s will, you, as a believer, must speak 

against such a politic. This is where we meet Jeremiah, 

for he was called to speak against his own country!

The word that came to Jeremiah from the 
LORD in the tenth year of King Zedekiah of 
Judah, which was the eighteenth year of 
Nebuchadrezzar. At that time the army of 
the king of Babylon was besieging 
Jerusalem, and the prophet Jeremiah was 
confined in the court of the guard that was 
in the palace of the king of Judah, where 
King Zedekiah of Judah had confined him.

Our passage today speaks a word of hope because 

Jeremiah’s investment in land spoke of a future that was

not at all certain, but I want us to focus on the context 

within which Jeremiah spoke. Jerusalem was being at-

tacked by Babylonian forces, and the prophesy the Lord

had given to him was that the attack was as a conse-

quence of Jerusalem’s faithlessness to the Covenant. 
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Jeremiah's prophesy was bitter to their ears. 

The Lord proclaims: Whoever stays in this 
city will die by the sword, famine, and dis-
ease. But whoever surrenders to the Babylo-
nians will live; yes, their lives will be spared.
The Lord proclaims: This city will certainly 
be handed over to the army of Babylon’s 
king, who will capture it.2

As you can imagine, the patriots of Judah lined up 

in opposition to Jeremiah. I know something about pub-

licly taking an unpopular position, so I’m sympathetic. I

just got fired. They chucked Jeremiah in jail, and that 

wasn't all! Before they jailed him, the king's officials 

put him down into a cistern, where he sank down into 

the mud. The intent seemed to be to kill Jeremiah by al-

lowing him to starve to death in a manner designed to 

allow the officials to claim to be innocent of his blood. 

A Cushite rescued Jeremiah by pulling him out of the 

2 Jeremiah 38:2-3 CEB
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cistern, but Jeremiah remained imprisoned until 

Jerusalem fell to the Babylonian army. The Babyloni-

ans, in turn, released Jeremiah, and showed him great 

kindness, allowing him to choose the place of his resi-

dence. To the patriots of Judah, Jeremiah was a traitor. 

To the victorious Babylonians, he was an ally. To the 

history of our faith, he is a prophet.

So, as Americans, we decided more than 200 years 

ago to unhitch government from religion, but now, as 

Americans, we are to allow our faith to speak to us in 

selecting those who would manipulate the levers of 

power in our stead. As people of faith, we are to make 

that selection on the basis of our faith. We are not to 

elect those who would destroy our commitment to the 

separation of church and state, but we ARE to make our

choices mindful of those whose plan for our future is in 

accord with the teachings of our faith. What we must 
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do, during an election year and every year, month and 

day, is talk about and labor for the things that most 

clearly matter to God and the campaigns Jesus, the 

prophets and apostles waged. What I’m telling you, 

church, is do not make your vote on the basis of who 

you “like”. You cannot serve two masters – your own 

preferences and God. You “like” candidates that con-

firm your own thoughts. God’s path for you is one of 

transformation. 

I can offer some general guidance – pay attention to

the words of Scripture. There was a painting of Jesus on

Facebook this week with the caption, “I never told you 

to hate anyone! Why is this so difficult?” A candidate 

for public office who preaches hatred and fear, who 

suggests that we “bomb them back to the stone age” as I

heard a West Virginia politician say, is not echoing the 

teachings of the Master. A candidate who urges that we 
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turn our backs on families who are suffering in places 

of war, who insists that only those like us are to be of-

fered hospitality ignores Scripture.

When a stranger resides with you in your 
land, you shall not do him wrong. The 
stranger who resides with you shall be to 
you as the native among you, and you shall 
love him as yourself, for you were aliens in 
the land of Egypt; I am the LORD your 
God.3

Draw Jeremiah from the cistern of ancient mid-

dle-east history and place him, and his message, in 

America today. How would Jeremiah's prophesy against

country be received today? We people of faith, we pre-

sent-day rulers, are judged, just as was Judah, on our al-

legiance to the teachings of our God. Be mindful of 

your responsibilities when placing your vote. Does the 

candidate for whom you vote embrace the teaching to 

3 Leviticus 19:34

9



love the stranger? Does he or she urge policies that em-

body Christ’s teachings on love? Or does he or she offer

a vision of hatred? Judah was judged. So shall we be.

AMEN
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BENEDICTION

We read in 1 Timothy:

But those who want to be rich fall into 
temptation and are trapped by many sense-
less and harmful desires that plunge people 
into ruin and destruction. For the love of 
money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in 
their eagerness to be rich some have wan-
dered away from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many pains.
But as for you, man of God, shun all this; 
pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
endurance, gentleness. 

For many of us wealth means comfort and we are 

loathe to give up our comfort, but we cannot serve two 

masters – the demands of God and our wish for com-

fort. This flag symbolizes our ancient decision to honor 

God’s relationship with the individual.  This flag sym-

bolizes God’s love for all His children, individually. 

Perhaps these two flags are not so different, after all.
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The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be 
gracious to you; 
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give 
you peace. 

Optional parts of the readings are set off in square brackets.

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Re-
vised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of 
the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, and used by permission.

The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.

Sermon Copyright © 2016 J. Stewart Schneider
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