
The Lessons Appointed for Use on the

Seventh Sunday of Easter

Year B

RCL

1 John 5:9-13
Psalm 1
John 17:6-19

O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your 

only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to your 

kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, 

but send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and

exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has 

gone before; who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. 

Amen.
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Psalm 1 Page 585, BCP

Beatus vir qui non abiit

1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 
nor lingered in the way of sinners,
nor sat in the seats of the scornful!

2 Their delight is in the law of the LORD, 
and they meditate on his law day and night.

3 They are like trees planted by streams of water,
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; 
everything they do shall prosper.

4 It is not so with the wicked; 
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.

5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, 
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.

6 For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 
but the way of the wicked is doomed.
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1 John 5:9-13

If we receive human testimony, the testimony 

of God is greater; for this is the testimony of God

that he has testified to his Son. Those who be-

lieve in the Son of God have the testimony in 

their hearts. Those who do not believe in God 

have made him a liar by not believing in the tes-

timony that God has given concerning his Son. 

And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal 

life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the 

Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of 

God does not have life.

I write these things to you who believe in the 

name of the Son of God, so that you may know 

that you have eternal life.
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John 17:6-19

Looking up to heaven, Jesus prayed, “I have 

made your name known to those whom you gave 

me from the world. They were yours, and you 

gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 

Now they know that everything you have given 

me is from you; for the words that you gave to 

me I have given to them, and they have received 

them and know in truth that I came from you; 

and they have believed that you sent me. I am 

asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf 

of the world, but on behalf of those whom you 

gave me, because they are yours. All mine are 

yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glori-

fied in them. And now I am no longer in the 

world, but they are in the world, and I am coming
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to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name 

that you have given me, so that they may be one,

as we are one. While I was with them, I protected

them in your name that you have given me. I 

guarded them, and not one of them was lost ex-

cept the one destined to be lost, so that the 

scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming 

to you, and I speak these things in the world so 

that they may have my joy made complete in 

themselves. I have given them your word, and 

the world has hated them because they do not 

belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the

world. I am not asking you to take them out of 

the world, but I ask you to protect them from the

evil one. They do not belong to the world, just as

I do not belong to the world. Sanctify them in the
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truth; your word is truth. As you have sent me 

into the world, so I have sent them into the 

world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so 

that they also may be sanctified in truth.”
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SERMON

In His great “High Priestly Prayer” from John 

17, Jesus prays:

I have made your name known to those 
whom you gave me from the world. They 
were yours, and you gave them to me, 
and they have kept your word.

From that, it might appear that some in the 

world “belong” to God and some do not so that 

the world is populated by God’s people and the 

devil’s people. That’s a thought that has led 

countless people into countless acts of cruelty. In

old Salem, it led God-fearing people to burn old 

women as witches. In our time, it leads ISIS fight-

ers in the middle East to imagine that they fight 

alongside God when they kill. This week, we 

killed Abu Sayyaf, a key ISIS figure, as though we 
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can not imagine the killing of an enemy leader 

galvanizing his followers into further acts of re-

venge. Let’s you and I examine that idea today 

being careful not to fall into the snare that has 

tripped so many.

The snare I’m speaking of is the dualistic view 

of God’s creation, so attractive to our sinful 

selves, in which we mentally divide the popula-

tion of the world into “the good guys”, always 

identified with “us” and “the bad guys”, or “not 

us” then decide that it is the Divinely Ordained 

Task of the good guys to exterminate the bad 

guys. This view is so pervasive and so endlessly 

reflected and re-reflected in our consciousness 

that escaping from it is like trying to find your 

way out of a house of mirrors. 
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You can see the exact dimensions of the snare 

that the world's understanding has set for you 

most easily by contrasting it with the alternative 

offered by Jesus, and that’s what I’m going to try

to do today. Let’s start with everything you have 

ever heard and seen on television and in the 

movies. 

Everything you have heard and seen on televi-

sion and in the movies has its dramatic tension 

derived from the conflict between the good guys 

and the bad guys. The bad guys set out to do bad 

stuff for no clearly explained reason, and the 

good guys, though outnumbered and largely help-

less, nevertheless are saved at the last moment 

by a good guy. But notice how he goes about sav-

ing the community. He goes all “bad guy” on the 
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bad guys to win the day! The message is that it’s 

nice to be a good guy, but good guys are ineffec-

tive. The only effective tactic is that of the bad 

guy. That’s the fodder we are fed upon.

In its simplest terms, our dualistic nature is of-

fered to us in the form of the little angel and the 

little devil who supposedly sit on each shoulder 

and whisper in our ears. The little angel whispers 

that we are to do good stuff, usually identified 

with being polite and not putting your shoes on 

the furniture, while the devil whispers that we 

should say bad words and not share our candy 

with our little brother. Everything we do involves 

choosing whether to be a good guy or a bad guy. 

Such a view is nonsense and on some level, I be-

lieve we all know that. Life isn’t that black and 
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white. The devil may tell you to do things for 

your own benefit, but we can’t claim everything 

done for our own benefit is the devil's work. If it 

were, you would never buy a house or profit in 

any way in your business transactions! Real life 

decisions have to do with finding balance. If you 

sell corn for the same price at which you bought, 

your family will starve. If you sell corn for a price

so high that only the wealthy can afford it, some-

one else’s family will starve. Life is about bal-

ance. Allowing yourself to believe, even for a mo-

ment, that there are good guys and bad guys is 

the way we lead ourselves into a very black hole 

indeed. It's all the blacker because we are not 

aware that we have done so. We actually come to

believe the world is supposed to be pitch black!
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If we are to bring some light to this world, we 

must be careful as we go, for the snares abound. 

We live in a post World War II world, a world 

which witnessed very near pure evil stalking the 

face of the earth. It is an event which has, for all

time, changed how we view our brothers for we 

have seen them at their worst. We have seen how

the fracturing of God’s children into good guys 

and bad guys can lead those who identify with 

the good guys into horrible actions, Germany into

the obscenity that was the Third Reich and us, as 

we bombed civilian populations in Dresden and 

unleashed nuclear hell on Japan. Not a parallel 

you are comfortable hearing about, is it?  Did I 

offend you? I’m sorry. I don’t want to make you 

mad. I do want to make you uncomfortable. It’s 
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my job. You didn’t call me here to pat you on the

head. You called me here to swat you on the be-

hind and get you moving out of your comfort 

zone. 

As I searched about for a way to get you mov-

ing, I was reminded of Mary's encounter with the 

Risen Christ, when she mistook him for the gar-

dener. That's exactly it! When Jesus refers to his 

disciples as “...those whom you gave me from the

world”, Jesus is suggesting that His followers 

stand in relation to the world as gardeners. Walk 

through a beautiful garden and you will en-

counter people who appreciate the beauty of the 

garden, those who are distracted and don’t no-

tice it, and those who tend it. Some appreciate 

the beauty of the earth, but feel no responsibility
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toward maintaining it, some are so overwhelmed 

by personal cares or blinded by their own con-

cerns that they cannot appreciate the miracle 

that is God's creation, and some are called to 

tend it. They are all still just people, but their 

reaction to the circumstance in which they find 

themselves differs. And you know what? Each of 

us is each of them, changing hourly, it seems. We

are not of a piece. We are a work in progress. As 

Pogo famously said, “I have met the enemy, and 

he is us!”

So, instead of good guys and bad guys, we 

should be thinking about the times in our lives in 

which we are called to tend the garden. We 

should be aware of the opportunities God's grace 

gives us to step out of the dualistic view of God's 
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creation which the world offers and to conform 

ourselves to the heart of Christ. That will not 

make you the life of the party. 

I have given them your word, and the 
world has hated them because they do 
not belong to the world, just as I do not 
belong to the world. I am not asking you 
to take them out of the world, but I ask 
you to protect them from the evil one. 
They do not belong to the world, just as I 
do not belong to the world. Sanctify them
in the truth; your word is truth.”

Those in the Reformed tradition understand 

sanctification as the process of becoming more 

like Christ in our conduct and character. It is:

“...that gracious operation of the Holy Spirit,
involving our responsible participation, by 
which He delivers us as justified sinners 
from the pollution of sin, renews our entire 
nature according to the image of God, and 
enables us to live lives that are pleasing to 
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Him.”1

In the Reformed tradition, sanctification is 

through the operation of the Holy Spirit and in-

volves our responsible participation. So, if those 

“in the world” see God’s creation through dualis-

tic eyes, separating His creation into good guys 

and bad guys for that is how the world teaches 

us, sanctification has in view the setting apart of 

believers for the purpose for which they are sent 

into the world, beyond the narrow and flawed 

teaching of the world: 

“As you sent me into the world, I have 
sent them into the world. For them I 
sanctify myself, that they too may be tru-
ly sanctified.”

So, perhaps we could leave behind the old divi-

sions between the good guys and the bad guys 
1 Melvin E. Dieter, Anthony A. Hoekema, Stanley M. Horton, J. Robertson McQuilkin, John F. Walvoord, Five

Views on Sanctification, (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, 1987), p. 61
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and see, instead, God’s world as a garden, popu-

lated by his well-loved flowers and tended by His 

gardeners, those called and sanctified to care for

it. In all well-tended gardens, there will always 

be more flowers than gardeners. Such a realiza-

tion does not make the garden less beautiful. It 

only requires that we set aside our distractions 

and glory in the beauty of Our Father’s Garden, 

taking up the tasks given us.

AMEN
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BENEDICTION

The Lord bless you and keep you;

the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and 
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be gracious to you;

the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and 

give you peace.
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Optional parts of the readings are set off in square brackets.

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Re-
vised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of 
the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, and used by permission.

The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.

Sermon Copyright © 2015 J. Stewart Schneider
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