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Haggai 1:15b-2:9
Psalm 145:1-5, 18-22
Luke 20:27-38

O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of 

the devil and make us children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this 

hope, we may purify ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes again with power and 

great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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Haggai 1:15b-2:9

In the second year of King Darius, in the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of 

the month, the word of the LORD came by the prophet Haggai, saying: Speak now to 

Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Jehozadak, the 

high priest, and to the remnant of the people, and say, Who is left among you that saw 

this house in its former glory? How does it look to you now? Is it not in your sight as 

nothing? Yet now take courage, O Zerubbabel, says the LORD; take courage, O Joshua, 

son of Jehozadak, the high priest; take courage, all you people of the land, says the 

LORD; work, for I am with you, says the LORD of hosts, according to the promise that I 

made you when you came out of Egypt. My spirit abides among you; do not fear. For 

thus says the LORD of hosts: Once again, in a little while, I will shake the heavens and 

the earth and the sea and the dry land; and I will shake all the nations, so that the trea-

sure of all nations shall come, and I will fill this house with splendor, says the LORD of 

hosts. The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, says the LORD of hosts. The latter splen-

dor of this house shall be greater than the former, says the LORD of hosts; and in this 

place I will give prosperity, says the LORD of hosts.
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Psalm 145:1-5, 18-22

Exaltabo te, Deus

1 I will exalt you, O God my King, *
and bless your Name for ever and ever.

2 Every day will I bless you *
and praise your Name for ever and ever.

3 Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; *
there is no end to his greatness.

4 One generation shall praise your works to another *
and shall declare your power.

5 I will ponder the glorious splendor of your majesty *
and all your marvelous works.

18 The LORD is righteous in all his ways *
and loving in all his works.

19 The LORD is near to those who call upon him, *
to all who call upon him faithfully.

20 He fulfills the desire of those who fear him; *
he hears their cry and helps them.

21 The LORD preserves all those who love him, *
but he destroys all the wicked.

22 My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD; *
let all flesh bless his holy Name for ever and ever.
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Luke 20:27-38

Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to Jesus and asked 

him a question, “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies, leaving a wife

but no children, the man shall marry the widow and raise up children for his brother. 

Now there were seven brothers; the first married, and died childless; then the second 

and the third married her, and so in the same way all seven died childless. Finally the 

woman also died. In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For the 

seven had married her.”

Jesus said to them, “Those who belong to this age marry and are given in marriage; 

but those who are considered worthy of a place in that age and in the resurrection from 

the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage. Indeed they cannot die anymore, be-

cause they are like angels and are children of God, being children of the resurrection. 

And the fact that the dead are raised Moses himself showed, in the story about the bush,

where he speaks of the Lord as the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 

Jacob. Now he is God not of the dead, but of the living; for to him all of them are 

alive.”
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SERMON

Today I want to take the gloves off and talk about the toxic election season which 

has generated so very much unpleasantness. I want to talk about how to follow God's di-

rections during a time of such great passion and contention. I also want to talk about 

how you are to deal in a positive way with those of God's children who disagree with 

you. In short, I want to talk about how we are to be Christians instead of partisans in a 

world which has largely lost its balance.

Our situation isn’t, historically, unique. In Jesus’ time, there were several groups, 

each having a different idea of what God requires of His children. In addition to the 

group around Jesus, there were the “big two” – the Sadducees and the Pharisees. Today, 

we deal with the aristocratic Sadducees.

According to Josephus, the Sadducees believed that:

• There is no fate
• God does not commit evil
• Man has free will; “man has the free choice of good or evil”
• The soul is not immortal; there is no afterlife, and
• There are no rewards or penalties after death
• Most importantly for our story today, the Sadducees did not believe in resurrec-

tion of the dead.

The Sadducees understood that their calling was to the care of the Second Temple. 

As a consequence, they wielded considerable power and viewed themselves as the sole 

representative of normative Judaism. The Pharisees, of course, thought the same thing 

about their beliefs, which varied from those of the Sadducees by a considerable margin. 

After 70 C.E., when the Romans destroyed the Second Temple, the Pharisees morphed 

into Rabbinic Judaism. The Sadducees, though, disappeared.

So, we have two groups who can not speak to one another because their beliefs are 

so different that they might be said to live in two different worlds. Both insist they are 

following God’s commandments and being faithful to the covenant. Both are convinced 
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that the other group is mad, or apostate, or worse. That is a very dangerous idea to en-

tertain because if you permit yourself to be convinced that the other person speaks for 

the devil or out of profound ignorance or malice you cannot synthesize a relationship 

with him or her. To interact with another human being, you must first grant that person 

credibility. No matter how wrong their ideas may seem to you, the person behind the 

idea is deserving of respect and entitled to your attention. That is at least one element 

which has gone lacking in our current political debate. We have failed to ascribe respect 

to the other side, preferring to view them as villains. This is spiritual napalm. 

My friend, Charles Bowen, wrote in a recent piece for the State Journal of West Vir-

ginia that freedom of speech includes responsible listening. He wrote:

I love podcasts. I play them all the time. But, honestly, often they are 
simply soundtracks to my daily wandering; words that wash over me 
as I walk around, serving as just so much white noise. When something
does manage to jingle and jangle its way through my myriad preoccu-
pations, I have to back up the audio to give it another play. 

In other words, I have to go from hearing to listening. The critical dif-
ference, scientists tell us, between our innate sense of hearing and the 
skill of actually listening to something is, of course, attention. And pay-
ing attention is not always as easy as it sounds.1

Moving from passive hearing to active listening – paying attention to what the other 

fellow is saying – was the challenge the Pharisees and the Sadducees faced in Jesus' 

time. It is the challenge faced by our country today. If, during this toxic campaign, we 

have listened only to characterize the other side as hypocrites or worse, we have sown 

the seeds of terrible division, and may God have mercy upon us. 

When I read this exchange between Jesus and the Sadducees, I’m struck by how 

contemporary it sounds, mirroring the arguments over politics in our time. Our political 

discussions are not intended to be an exchange of viewpoints. They are ambushes we set

1 Charles Bowen, “Freedom of speech includes responsible listening”, West Virginia State Journal, http://www.statejour-
nal.com/story/33497409/freedom-of-speech-includes-responsible-listening
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for our opponents. This exchange between the Sadducees and Jesus was just such an 

ambush. The issue they chose to ambush Jesus on was Levirate marriage, the command-

ment in Deuteronomy 25:5-6 obligating the oldest surviving brother of a man who dies 

childless to marry the widow of his brother and obligating the widow to put up with 

that. 

Now, you just know that the Sadducees hadn’t had a meeting in the Temple earlier 

to discuss Levirate marriage and somebody said, “I know! There's a traveling Galilean 

street preacher in town! Let's go ask him!” No, this was an ambush to discredit Jesus. 

For the Sadducees, strict observation of the written Torah was of utmost importance. 

Since they did not believe in an afterlife, they were trying to show that Jesus' teachings 

lead to an impossible conclusion or actually conflicts with the written Torah. The Sad-

ducees threw down the gauntlet in this wise:

“Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies, leaving a wife but
no children, the man shall marry the widow and raise up children for his 
brother. Now there were seven brothers; the first married, and died child-
less; then the second and the third married her, and so in the same way all 
seven died childless. Finally the woman also died. In the resurrection, there-
fore, whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had married her.”

After Jesus gave His answer, I'm sure all the Sadducees smacked themselves in the 

forehead, exclaimed “Of course!” and returned to the Temple transformed. No, they did 

not do any such thing. The purpose of the whole exercise was to catch Jesus up while 

showing themselves as the experts they viewed themselves to be. It was to be a pat 

yourself on the back undertaking and they no doubt left Jesus feeling pretty special, be-

cause I’m sure they didn’t hear a word He spoke.

Skip ahead to our time. Of course, American democracy has always been messy, but

the ideals upon which it was founded are much different. John Wesley wrote in his jour-

nal:

I met those of our society who had votes in the ensuing election, and 
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advised them

1. To vote, without fee or reward, for the person they judged most wor-
thy

2. To speak no evil of the person they voted against, and

3. To take care their spirits were not sharpened against those that vot-
ed on the other side.”2

To listen to the awful rhetoric on the television and radio, seemingly in the very air 

we breathe, revolts me. I want us to return to Wesley’s ideal. I want the Pharisees and 

the Sadducees to go from hearing to listening. I want us to pay attention to our brothers 

and sisters, and to restore our country to what it once was.

Who is left among you that saw this house in its former glory? How does it 
look to you now? Is it not in your sight as nothing? . . . take courage, all you 
people of the land, says the Lord; work, for I am with you, says the Lord of 
hosts, . . . My spirit abides among you; do not fear. 

The United States of America is not Israel, but I believe that the Lord is with us in 

our better moments, and is distressed when we demonize one another. When we imag-

ine that the only goal is winning at any cost, we have made of ourselves no more than 

the Sadducees, and, like them, we can expect to disappear beneath the waves of history 

without a trace. There has to be a path to return to the house as we remember it, and 

Charlie gives both that path, and the appropriate ending to my sermon.

In the terribly toxic political campaign we have endured for most of 
2016, there has been much talk — with very good reason — about the 
need for more responsible speaking. Never before have we seen social 
media divide so many friends and families in our frenzy of quick re-
sponse to each new posted challenge.

However . . . that doesn’t mean you can’t give someone a very good 
hearing. “You can be fair and just in your listening, without agreeing 
with every single point or without necessarily taking on the precise de-
tails of every single claim.”

It seems to me the future of simple civility requires that we take this 
seriously — that we not only defend our right to relentlessly speak but 

2  John Wesley, The Journal of John Wesley, “October 6, 1774”
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also to responsibly listen.

Amen
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BENEDICTION

John Wesley offered an idealistic view of civility in politics that reminds me of the 

lovely lavender clouds of sunrise that I saw one morning this week. Viewed, as they 

were, from a distance they were beautiful and uplifting. I know, though, that if I were 

able to enter them, I would find myself in a murky fog. We never attain our ideals. We 

wander through the fog of the present guided by our trust in them. Our task is to keep 

those ideals in mind as we attempt to bring peace and reconciliation to a world which 

has lost its balance. 

The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. 

Optional parts of the readings are set off in square brackets.

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Re-
vised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of 
the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, and used by permission.

The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.
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