
The Lessons Appointed for Use on the

Sunday closest to June 22

Proper 7

Year B

RCL

1 Samuel 17:32-40
Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32
Mark 4:35-41

O Lord, be with us as we recall the names of your 

children, taken from their loved ones by one so full of 

hate that he could not attend to your holy spirit. May 

the souls of Cynthia Hurd (54), 

Susie Jackson (87), 

Ethel Lance (70), 

Rev. DePayne Middleton-Doctor (49), 

Hon. Rev. Clementa Pinckney (41), 

Tywanza Sanders (26), 
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Rev. Daniel Simmons Sr. (74), 

Rev. Sharonda Singleton (45), and 

Myra Thompson (59) 

be wrapped in the bonds of eternal life. through Je-

sus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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1 Samuel 17:32-40

 David said to Saul, “Let no one’s heart fail because of him; your servant 

will go and fight with this Philistine.” Saul said to David, “You are not able to 

go against this Philistine to fight with him; for you are just a boy, and he has 

been a warrior from his youth.” But David said to Saul, “Your servant used to 

keep sheep for his father; and whenever a lion or a bear came, and took a 

lamb from the flock, I went after it and struck it down, rescuing the lamb 

from its mouth; and if it turned against me, I would catch it by the jaw, strike

it down, and kill it. Your servant has killed both lions and bears; and this un-

circumcised Philistine shall be like one of them, since he has defied the 

armies of the living God.” David said, “The LORD, who saved me from the paw

of the lion and from the paw of the bear, will save me from the hand of this 

Philistine.” So Saul said to David, “Go, and may the LORD be with you!” Saul 

clothed David with his armor; he put a bronze helmet on his head and clothed

him with a coat of mail. David strapped Saul’s sword over the armor, and he 

tried in vain to walk, for he was not used to them. Then David said to Saul, “I 

cannot walk with these; for I am not used to them.” So David removed them. 

Then he took his staff in his hand, and chose five smooth stones from the 

wadi, and put them in his shepherd’s bag, in the pouch; his sling was in his 

hand, and he drew near to the Philistine.
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Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32 Page 746, BCP

Confitemini Domino

1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, 
and his mercy endures for ever.

2 Let all those whom the LORD has redeemed proclaim 
that he redeemed them from the hand of the foe.

3 He gathered them out of the lands; 
from the east and from the west,
from the north and from the south.

23 Some went down to the sea in ships 
and plied their trade in deep waters;

24 They beheld the works of the LORD 
and his wonders in the deep.

25 Then he spoke, and a stormy wind arose, 
which tossed high the waves of the sea.

26 They mounted up to the heavens and fell back to the depths; 
their hearts melted because of their peril.

27 They reeled and staggered like drunkards 
and were at their wits' end.

28 Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble,
and he delivered them from their distress.

29 He stilled the storm to a whisper 
and quieted the waves of the sea.

30 Then were they glad because of the calm, 
and he brought them to the harbor they were bound for.

31 Let them give thanks to the LORD for his mercy 
and the wonders he does for his children.

32 Let them exalt him in the congregation of the people 
and praise him in the council of the elders.
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Mark 4:35-41

When evening had come, Jesus said to his disciples, 

“Let us go across to the other side.” And leaving the 

crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, 

just as he was. Other boats were with him. A great 

windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so

that the boat was already being swamped. But he was 

in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him

up and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we 

are perishing?” He woke up and rebuked the wind, and

said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then the wind 

ceased, and there was a dead calm. He said to them, 

“Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?” And they

were filled with great awe and said to one another, 

“Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea 

obey him?”
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SERMON

“Jesus Calms the Storm” and “David and Goliath” 

have at least two things in common – we’ve heard 

them since we were children so we no longer think 

very deeply about them. “David and Goliath” means 

that if God is with you, none can oppose you; “Jesus 

Calms the Storm” means that Jesus will protect you 

from all danger and that’s an end to it. Naturally, I’m 

going to have to pick at that scab because there is 

much to be learned from these two stories, lessons we

have hidden from ourselves because the stories which 

contain them are too familiar to us. Remember, the 

stories in our Bible aren’t there to entertain us or to 

teach history. The stories in our Bible are narratives 

which give us insight into God's revealed purposes for 

those with eyes to see and ears to hear. It is our task 

as readers of scripture to discern what God is saying to

us through the inclusion of such stories in the Bible.
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Our Bible covers an enormous span of time – more 

than 3,000 years. Obviously, it doesn’t contain a day-

by-day account of the experiences of Iron Age II tribes 

or of First Century people under Roman occupation. It 

contains significant accounts so if a story is included 

in the text, it is significant, but it isn't significant just 

as a record of historical events. The Bible stories are 

there to reveal God's hand within His creation. We see 

the active, engaged God by truly listening to the ac-

counts, and searching for the common thread. Let’s 

see if we can tease out a common thread from these 

two stories. 

First, let’s look at the passage from Mark. Jesus sug-

gested a short trip to His disciples.

When evening had come, Jesus said to his 
disciples, “Let us go across to the other 
side.” And leaving the crowd behind, they
took him with them in the boat, just as 
he was. 
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I don’t want you to think capital “A” Apostles. I want

you to think students of Jesus – small “d” disciples. I 

want you to realize that Jesus’ suggestion wasn’t just 

for a pleasant trip across a lake. Jesus is teaching 

here, and we are the students. 

A great windstorm arose, and the waves 
beat into the boat, so that the boat was 
already being swamped. But he was in the
stern, asleep on the cushion

The teaching has begun with a reminder of the words

of our Psalm today:

...a stormy wind arose, which tossed high
the waves of the sea. They mounted up to
the heavens and fell back to the depths; 
their hearts melted because of their per-
il. … Then they cried to the LORD in their 
trouble, and he delivered them from their
distress. He stilled the storm to a whisper
and quieted the waves of the sea.

The boat is being swamped. The waves are crashing 
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INTO the boat. The bilges are filling with water. This is

not the disciples’ first rodeo with wind and water. 

They see the danger but Jesus is asleep on a cushion. 

Because we read the Bible holistically1, we know that 

the purposes of God will be accomplished. The stu-

dents of Jesus, His disciples, did not have the benefit 

of the Biblical account which we have. They are terri-

fied. 

This story has little to do with Jesus’ mastery of 

weather and nothing to do with magic tricks. It is not 

teaching that Jesus will become your private body-

guard, protecting you from all unpleasantness. The 

cries of the First Century martyrs known to Mark’s au-

dience testify against that reading. Mark is teaching 

that there is a grain in life, just as there is a grain in 

wood. Anyone who has ever worked wood with a chisel

knows that if you cut against the grain it will splinter 

1 characterized by comprehension of the parts of something as intimately interconnected and explicable only by reference
to the whole.
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and tear. If you cut with the grain, the beauty hidden 

within the wood will be revealed. In her book, “The 

Bible and the End of the World: Should We Be Afraid?”,

Dr. Margaret Nutting Ralph settles on the phrase 

“covenant love” to describe this grain of life. God’s 

activities reveal His covenant love. What might that 

mean? 

The ancient Israeli people begged for a king so that 

they might be “like other people”. God told the peo-

ple through Samuel that a king was a terrible idea, 

and, indeed, Saul turned out to be a disaster but 

equally clearly, the people could not manage them-

selves without a king. They needed to know that God 

was still leading them, now through a king of God’s 

choosing. More than that, God’s choice needed to re-

flect that it is the power of God, not the personal at-

tributes of this future king, which is leading His peo-

ple. Goliath offered the solution.
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David said to Saul, “Let no one’s heart fail because of him; your 
servant will go and fight with this Philistine.” 

Saul said to David, “You are not able to go against this Philistine 
to fight with him; for you are just a boy, and he has been a war-
rior from his youth.”

And if we missed the message the first time around, 

our account repeats it by refusing to even allow David 

to wear armor. 

Saul clothed David with his armor; he put a bronze helmet on his 
head and clothed him with a coat of mail. David strapped Saul’s 
sword over the armor, and he tried in vain to walk, for he was not
used to them. 

Then David said to Saul, “I cannot walk with these; for I am not 
used to them.” So David removed them. Then he took his staff in 
his hand, and chose five smooth stones from the wadi, and put 
them in his shepherd’s bag, in the pouch; his sling was in his 
hand, and he drew near to the Philistine.

It ain't about David, his strength or his skill. It is 

about God's covenant love – the grain of life. As hap-

pens so often, we miss the lesson as we read the fa-

miliar story. In the way of people, we look for solu-

tions that fit our understanding of the problem. In our 

understanding, the problem is a very big man with a 

bad attitude. That is not the problem at all. That is 

6



just the occasion God has chosen to move His people 

with the grain of life towards the accomplishment of 

God's purposes. I stumbled onto this passage from the 

“Forward Day by Day” web site just as I was writing 

this sermon. I don't believe in sermonic coincidences, 

so I share it with you. The author writes:

I am often guilty of taking something 
vast and mysterious and trying to reduce
it to something I can wrap my head 
around. And by doing so, I suck all the 
holiness right out of it. I insist on seeing 
things on my terms instead of living into 
the wonder of God’s ways.
Of course, I cannot actually limit God, 
but I often limit my capacity for awe and
thereby make holy things small and ordi-
nary and dismissable.2

As happens so often, we miss the lesson as we read 

the story and then suck all the holiness right out of it. 

After Jesus calmed the storm, Mark relates the ques-

2 from Forward Day by Day http://prayer.forwardmovement.org/forward_day_by_day.php?d=17&m=6&y=2015
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tion which must be considered by all who call them-

selves Christian, the lesson contained within these two

stories.

And they were filled with great awe and 
said to one another, “Who then is this, 
that even the wind and the sea obey 
him?”

An active, engaged God is not a mere observer and 

the purposes of God will not be frustrated. Go with 

God's grain for it is the grain of life. Trust God to re-

veal it to you.

AMEN
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BENEDICTION

God confronted Job at the conclusion of Job's story 

with these words:

Job 38:1-7

Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind:

“Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge?
Gird up your loins like a man,

I will question you, and you shall declare to me.
“Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?

Tell me, if you have understanding.
Who determined its measurements-- surely you know!

Or who stretched the line upon it?
On what were its bases sunk,

or who laid its cornerstone
when the morning stars sang together

and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy?

May the Love of God the Father

The Grace of God the Son

And the Communion of God the Holy Spirit go and 

abide with you in all that you do.
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Optional parts of the readings are set off in square brackets.

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Re-
vised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of 
the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, and used by permission.

The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.

Sermon Copyright © 2015 J. Stewart Schneider
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