
The Lessons Appointed for Use on

Christmas Day

December 25

Selection I, RCL

All Years

Titus 2:11-14 
Luke 2:1-20
Psalm 96

O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the 
birth of your only Son Jesus Christ: Grant that we, who 
joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure 
confidence behold him when he comes to be our Judge; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen.
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Psalm 96 Page 725, BCP

Cantate Domino

1 Sing to the LORD a new song;  sing to the LORD, 
all the whole earth.

2 Sing to the LORD and bless his Name;  proclaim the 
good news of his salvation from day to day.

3 Declare his glory among the nations  and his won-
ders among all peoples.

4  For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised;  he 
is more to be feared than all gods.

5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; 
but it is the LORD who made the heavens.

6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! 
Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary!

7 Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples; 
ascribe to the LORD honor and power.

8 Ascribe to the LORD the honor due his Name;  bring 
offerings and come into his courts.
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9 Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness;  let the 
whole earth tremble before him.

10 Tell it out among the nations: “The LORD is King! 
he has made the world so firm that it cannot be 
moved; he will judge the peoples with equity.”

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 
let the sea thunder and all that is in it;  let the field be 
joyful and all that is therein.

12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 
before the LORD when he comes,  when he comes to 
judge the earth.

13 He will judge the world with righteousness  and the 
peoples with his truth.
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Titus 2:11-14

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to 
all, training us to renounce impiety and worldly pas-
sions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-
controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the 
blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our 
great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave 
himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity 
and purify for himself a people of his own who are zeal-
ous for good deeds.
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Luke 2:1-14(15-20)

1And it came to pass in those days, that there went out 
a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the world should 
be taxed.

 2 (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was 
governor of Syria.)

 3 And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.
 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the 

city of Nazareth, into Judea, unto the city of David, 
which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the 
house and lineage of David:)

 5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being 
great with child.

 6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days 
were accomplished that she should be delivered.

 7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and 
wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a 
manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.

 8And there were in the same country shepherds abid-
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ing in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.
 9And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and 

the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they 
were sore afraid.

 10And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, 
I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to 
all people.

 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.

 12And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the 
babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.

 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly host praising God, and saying,

 14Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men.

15And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away 
from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to anoth-
er, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this 
thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made 
known unto us.

 16And they came with haste, and found Mary, and 
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Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.

 17And when they had seen it, they made known 
abroad the saying which was told them concerning this 
child.

 18And all they that heard it wondered at those things 
which were told them by the shepherds.

 19But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them 
in her heart.

 20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it 
was told unto them. 
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SERMON

The last thing we do when we dress the children of 

the church up for the Nativity scene is to stick a phony 

beard on the shepherds.  It  makes them look old,  and 

wise.  I  don’t  mean  to  step  on  anyone’s  closely  held 

thoughts  about  the  Nativity,  but  in  the world of  First 

Century Palestine,  “shepherd” was not  an aspirational 

ambition. Children did not say, “I want to be a shepherd 

when  I  grow  up”  because  shepherds  were children, 

young boys, to be more precise.

In our minds, the angel appeared to a group of gray-

beards,  perhaps  leaning  on  staffs.  In  their  wisdom, 

gained over years of prayer and dedication, they instant-

ly know the meaning of the angel, and the coming of the 

heavenly host. Sorry, but that’s just wrong all the way 

around.  Think,  rather,  a  group of  boys,  ten to  twelve 

years old, out in the middle of the night looking after a 
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flock of the dumbest, smelliest creatures on God’s earth. 

It’s  dark.  Overhead,  God’s  firmament  is  ablaze  with 

stars, the slash of the Milky Way arching over them. We 

live in a world ablaze with lights of our own making. 

We forget the miracle of a dark night sky ablaze with 

lights of God’s making.

And to these boys

 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone round about 
them: and they were sore afraid.

I hope to shout they were sore afraid! God’s very 

light, the very light that set the heavens ablaze above 

them, has arrived in their midst and shone round about 

them! 

Mary was maybe thirteen, give or take a year. These 

boys are younger yet. Both Mary and these boys came 

from the poor. What is Luke, the great up-turner of our 
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assumptions, telling us here?

Children have a poor store of bad outcomes from 

which to measure the world. Mark Twain noted that a 

cat  will  jump upon  a  hot  stove,  but  she  won’t  do  it 

twice.  Children have not jumped on a hot stove even 

once, and are open to things like angels. We graybeards 

have been burned. We get cautious. We come to think of 

our caution as wisdom.  Applied to stoves, we are right 

about that. Applied to angels, not so much. Children can 

rejoice in the news that unto them is born a savior with-

out  over-thinking  it.  Graybeards  first  have  to  think 

through the ways in which a coming savior will change 

their  calendar,  and  what  impact  it  will  have  on  their 

business, and how much of an inconvenience it will be 

to their plans. 

The wealthy are invested in the status quo. The poor 

are not. The graybeards are invested in the way things 
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are. The children are not. Grownups try to find a way to 

fit Christ into their lives. Children seek ways to fit their 

lives into Christ. 

Mary, the little girl, will raise the Christ child. The 

little boys shepherding the flocks traveled to Bethlehem 

to see for themselves the thing that had happened, then 

brought their witness abroad.

And when they had seen it, they made known 
abroad the saying which was told them concern-
ing this child.  

It’s only at Epiphany and in a different Gospel to 

boot, that we meet any graybeards. The Wise Men came 

and left gifts, then booked it back home. 

On coming to the house, they saw the child with 
his mother Mary, and they bowed down and 
worshiped him. Then they opened their trea-
sures and presented him with gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh. And having been 
warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they 
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returned to their country by another route.

Later, in Mark, we will hear:

Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the 
kingdom of God as a little child will never enter 
it.’ 

The Good News the angel  brought is  about much 

more than heaven when you die. It is about transforming 

lives now, where we are. We’re offered a choice by the 

angel’s words,  a choice that  is  harder for those of us 

with adult minds, adult plans and adult responsibilities 

than it is for children. If we embrace the Good News as 

Mary  and  the  shepherds  did,  it  will  upset  our  apple 

carts. If we bring our gifts and leave, we truly go away 

empty handed. It is for this reason that the writer of Ti-

tus reminds us:
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For the grace of God has appeared, bringing sal-
vation to all, training us to renounce impiety 
and worldly passions, and in the present age to 
live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and 
godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and 
the manifestation of the glory of our great God 
and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave him-
self for us that he might redeem us from all in-
iquity and purify for himself a people of his 
own who are zealous for good deeds.

This Christmas,  I  want to urge you to receive the 

coming of the Lord as did the children. I want you to 

live in the present age lives that are self-controlled, up-

right and godly. That is my Christmas wish to you, who 

have been so kind to me and my family – to increase the 

reach  of  your  compassion to  encompass  all  of  God’s 

children.

AMEN
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Optional parts of the readings are set off in square  
brackets.

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and 
Gospel lessons are from the New Revised Standard Ver-
sion Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the Church of 
Christ in the USA, and used by permission.

The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book 
of Common Prayer, 1979.
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