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Job 1:1; 2:1-10
Psalm 8
Mark 10:2-16

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more 

ready to hear than we to pray, and to give more than we 

either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of 

your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our con-

science is afraid, and giving us those good things for 

which we are not worthy to ask, except through the 

merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
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for ever and ever. Amen.
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Job 1:1; 2:1-10

There was once a man in the land of Uz whose name 

was Job. That man was blameless and upright, one who 

feared God and turned away from evil.

One day the heavenly beings came to present them-

selves before the LORD, and Satan also came among 

them to present himself before the LORD. The LORD 

said to Satan, “Where have you come from?” Satan an-

swered the LORD, “From going to and fro on the earth, 

and from walking up and down on it.” The LORD said 

to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? There 

is no one like him on the earth, a blameless and upright 

man who fears God and turns away from evil. He still 

persists in his integrity, although you incited me against

him, to destroy him for no reason.” Then Satan an-

swered the LORD, “Skin for skin! All that people have 
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they will give to save their lives. But stretch out your 

hand now and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will 

curse you to your face.” The LORD said to Satan, 

“Very well, he is in your power; only spare his life.”

So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD, 

and inflicted loathsome sores on Job from the sole of 

his foot to the crown of his head. Job took a potsherd 

with which to scrape himself, and sat among the ashes.

Then his wife said to him, “Do you still persist in your

integrity? Curse God, and die.” But he said to her, “You

speak as any foolish woman would speak. Shall we re-

ceive the good at the hand of God, and not receive the 

bad?” In all this Job did not sin with his lips.
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Psalm 8 Page 592, BCP

Domine, Dominus noster

1 O LORD our Governor, 
how exalted is your Name in all the world!

2 Out of the mouths of infants and children 
your majesty is praised above the heavens.

3 You have set up a stronghold against your adversaries, 
to quell the enemy and the avenger.

4 When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
the moon and the stars you have set in their courses,

5 What is man that you should be mindful of him? 
the son of man that you should seek him out?

6 You have made him but little lower than the angels; 
you adorn him with glory and honor;

7 You give him mastery over the works of your hands; 
you put all things under his feet:

8 All sheep and oxen, 
even the wild beasts of the field,

9 The birds of the air, the fish of the sea, 
and whatsoever walks in the paths of the sea.

10 O LORD our Governor, 
how exalted is your Name in all the world!
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Mark 10:2-16

Some Pharisees came, and to test Jesus they asked, “Is

it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” He answered 

them, “What did Moses command you?” They said, 

“Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of dismissal

and to divorce her.” But Jesus said to them, “Because of

your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for 

you. But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made 

them male and female.’ ‘For this reason a man shall 

leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, 

and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no 

longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has 

joined together, let no one separate.”

Then in the house the disciples asked him again about 

this matter. He said to them, “Whoever divorces his 

wife and marries another commits adultery against her; 
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and if she divorces her husband and marries another, 

she commits adultery.”

People were bringing little children to him in order 

that he might touch them; and the disciples spoke stern-

ly to them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant 

and said to them, “Let the little children come to me; do

not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom

of God belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not re-

ceive the kingdom of God as a little child will never en-

ter it.” And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands 

on them, and blessed them.
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SERMON

Reading the book of Job is a harrowing experience, 

and I mean that in both senses of the word “harrow”. To

harrow is to disturb keenly. Job is a keenly disturbing 

book. But it is also like a farmer’s harrow which is 

drawn over a field to ready it for planting. In the same 

way that a farmer’s harrow breaks up clods and roots 

out weeds, the book of Job breaks up those parts of our 

being which have become clotted, choked by weeds, 

and unproductive.  

Finding agreement, even among Christians, about is-

sues of faith is one very tough row to hoe. Some people 

see God as the creator of the universe who just set it in 

motion, then left. This was the view of Thomas Jeffer-

son, for instance. Some people see our existence as a 

struggle between two titanic forces – God and the devil 

– for ownership of our souls. Other people insist that no
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devil can snatch from God’s hand what is God’s. Some 

think it’s all down to human willingness to follow God’-

s Law and don’t believe that God has any part to play 

beyond that of detached score keeper. Sorting out how 

we understand our relationship with God is one very 

tough row to hoe, and it starts by harrowing the field. 

Let’s begin. We sometimes view the blessings we en-

joy and the suffering we experience as tangible evi-

dence of God’s current opinion of us. I think this is a 

position we take when we haven’t given much thought 

to the issue because believing that God rewards those 

who please Him and curses those who don’t leads in-

evitably to the idea that God loves rich people and 

holds poor people in contempt. If you’re rich it means 

God approves of you, and if your body is covered in 

loathsome sores and you are destitute, it’s because God 

is mad at you. This is where Job’s harrowing begins. 
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Job became destitute, his children were killed and he 

was covered in loathsome sores to settle a dispute in 

God’s Royal court that he had no way of knowing 

about, not because God was mad at him.  Job, in fact, 

was thoroughly righteous.

There was once a man in the land of Uz whose 
name was Job. That man was blameless and 
upright, one who feared God and turned away 
from evil.

We must understand and embrace this powerful state-

ment in everything we say about Job. Job is blameless. 

One of my students refused to take this step, maintain-

ing that no one is blameless, all have sinned. “Yes”, I 

said, “but God Himself describes Job as blameless. Is 

that not good enough?” He insisted that God’s evalua-

tion of Job was not good enough for him. You and I will

need to do better. Job is blameless. Nothing that hap-

pens to him is as a result of anything he did wrong. In 
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fact, since he is blameless, and God is trying to demon-

strate that to Satan, you could say that his misery is a 

result of his blamelessness. 

 We can’t help but be offended. We side with Job. We 

have been given a glimpse of what is happening in the 

heavenly court, but Job knows nothing of it. Job suffers 

the loss of his wealth and his children and his health 

and can only cry out, “What did I do to deserve this?” 

His sense of justice is offended and our compassion is 

inflamed because of his undeserved suffering. We want 

to live in the a world where good behavior is rewarded 

and suffering comes only to those who deserve it. Yet, 

despite all that happened to him, Job’s wife notes, with 

some annoyance, that he persists in his integrity. He re-

sponds to her demand that he curse God and die with a 

powerful sermon of his own, 

4



“Shall we receive the good at the hand of God, 
and not receive the bad?” 

The book of Job asks if people will worship God apart

from promises of reward and threats of punishment. If 

submitting ourselves to God and worshiping Him is 

virtue, is virtue its own reward, or must God kick in 

some boot?

Reducing our faith lives to a pursuit of rewards and 

punishments blinds us to the insistent internal voice of 

God within us. Here is one of the great contributions of 

Jesus to religion and to the life of the world. Part of his 

profound originality lay in his stress on the inwardness 

of religion, rather than an legalistic approach to God’s 

favor. His usual opponents, the scribes and Pharisees, 

challenge Him in our Gospel today.

Some Pharisees came, and to test Jesus they 
asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his 
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wife?” 

This bunch isn’t asking legal advice, and they don’t 

want a divorce. They are trying to trap Jesus. Herod, re-

member, divorced his wife to marry his sister-in-law. 

They’re trying to get him to say something critical of 

Herod. John the Baptist lost his head over that sort of 

thing. Pay attention to how this subtle discussion pro-

ceeds.

He answered them, “What did Moses com-
mand you?” They said, “Moses allowed a man 
to write a certificate of dismissal and to di-
vorce her.” But Jesus said to them, “Because of
your hardness of heart he wrote this command-
ment for you. But from the beginning of cre-
ation, ‘God made them male and female.’ ‘For 
this reason a man shall leave his father and 
mother and be joined to his wife, and the two 
shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer 
two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has 
joined together, let no one separate.”
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Jesus turns the tables on them and points out that 

righteousness is found in attendance to God’s plan for 

His creation rather than pursuit of a legalistic faith.

These words of his sweep through the world 
like a hurricane, the very “wind of God.” 
battening down every perversion that would 
lay its emphasis on outward things. It is the 
heart that matters, the moral and spiritual 
consciousness.

Religion has been so much concerned with 
ceremonies, rituals, rules, that for many the 
eternal God has dwindled into a mere or-
dainer and master of etiquette. It is the pure 
heart that counts, the meek spirit, the peni-
tent mind, the peace-making disposition — 
all the glorious inwardness of the Beati-
tudes.1

If our compulsion to love and follow God is based on 

no more than a carrot and a stick, it will never survive. 

If our compulsion to love and follow God lives within 

1 1952 edition of the Interpreter’s Bible
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us without thought for the carrot or concern for the 

stick, then our faith will withstand any calamity. That’s 

the harrowing of our fields which is the gift of Job – are

we Christians because it is in that way that we get the 

easy life, the heavenly pass? Are we Christians because 

we fear the stick of eternal torment, or are we Christians

for some other reason? 

If the hints I’ve been dropping up to this point haven’t

alerted you yet that I’m suggesting a parallel between 

Job’s suffering and the suffering of Jesus, then I haven’t

been hinting very well. Jesus also suffered undeserved-

ly. The stripes Jesus bore were borne precisely because 

of His innocence and affect us precisely the same way 

in which the suffering of Job affects us. The life of Je-

sus poses the same question – is it possible for people to

serve God apart from promises of reward and threats of 

punishment? Jesus answered that question in the affir-
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mative.

Nevertheless, we align ourselves with Job’s wife, who

says, “Do you still persist in your integrity? Curse God, 

and die.” She’s saying, “I know you didn’t do anything 

to deserve this, but the possibility of undeserved suffer-

ing makes me enormously uncomfortable. Do some-

thing to deserve it, right now, so I can feel better. Re-

store to me my carrot and stick world, for in such a 

world, I do not have to feel compassion for those who 

suffer. I can engage in the fiction that they had it com-

ing.”

It is the voice of Job’s wife that I hear in the political 

discussions of today. I hear people say of the unem-

ployed, of the poor, that they are lazy, that they refuse 

to work, that they are deadbeats. Compassion for the 

suffering of others is difficult, yet it is the essence of the

Gospel. We are more comfortable dividing the world up
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into good guys who live orderly lives of plenty because 

God smiles upon them, and bad guys who live in 

squalor as the price of their sins. Job did not live in such

a world. Jesus did not live in such a world. We do not 

live in such a world.

Job has harrowed our fields. He has told us that our 

faith need not depend on promises of favor or threat of 

punishment, but arises within us in response to God’s 

love for us. Job teaches that virtue is it’s own reward, 

and that God does not have to kick in boot to reach us. 

Our part of the bargain is to abandon our insistence 

upon a world that is to our liking and our convenience, 

and to embrace the world of undeserved suffering in 

which we live, dedicating ourselves to bringing comfort

to a hurting world.

AMEN
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BENEDICTION

We live in a time which worships violence, and pro-

vides weapons of unheard of deadliness to any who 

seek them. Our time sustains itself by the myth that vio-

lence is redemptive. Jesus’ gospel is God’s answer to 

that myth. It offers an alternative more radical and thor-

oughgoing than any other in human history. Jesus him-

self, in his own life, broke the endless spiral of violence

by absorbing its impact in his own flesh, and showed us

a new way of living. May His lesson not go unheeded 

in our troubled times.

May the love of God the Son
The grace of God the Father
and the Communion of God the Holy Spirit abide with 
you until we  meet again.
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Optional parts of the readings are set off in square brackets.

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Re-
vised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of 
the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, and used by permission.

The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.

Sermon Copyright © 2015 J. Stewart Schneider
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