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Deuteronomy 30:9-14
Psalm 25:1-9
Luke 10:25-37

O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people 

who call upon you, and grant that they may know and 

understand what things they ought to do, and also may 

have grace and power faithfully to accomplish them; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen.
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Deuteronomy 30:9-14

Moses said to the people of Israel, “The LORD your 

God will make you abundantly prosperous in all your 

undertakings, in the fruit of your body, in the fruit of 

your livestock, and in the fruit of your soil. For the 

LORD will again take delight in prospering you, just as 

he delighted in prospering your ancestors, when you 

obey the LORD your God by observing his command-

ments and decrees that are written in this book of the 

law, because you turn to the LORD your God with all 

your heart and with all your soul.

“Surely, this commandment that I am commanding 

you today is not too hard for you, nor is it too far away. 

It is not in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will go up 

to heaven for us, and get it for us so that we may hear it 

and observe it?’ Neither is it beyond the sea, that you 
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should say, ‘Who will cross to the other side of the sea 

for us, and get it for us so that we may hear it and ob-

serve it?’ No, the word is very near to you; it is in your 

mouth and in your heart for you to observe.”
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Psalm 25:1-9 Page 614, BCP

Ad te, Domine, levavi

1 To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul;
my God, I put my trust in you; 
let me not be humiliated,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.

2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.

3 Show me your ways, O LORD, 
and teach me your paths.

4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
for you are the God of my salvation;
in you have I trusted all the day long.

5 Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, 
for they are from everlasting.

6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgres-
sions; 
remember me according to your love
and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD.

7 Gracious and upright is the LORD; 
therefore he teaches sinners in his way.
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8 He guides the humble in doing right 
and teaches his way to the lowly.

9 All the paths of the LORD are love and faithfulness 
to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.
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Luke 10:25-37

Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he 

said, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” He said to 

him, “What is written in the law? What do you read 

there?” He answered, “You shall love the Lord your 

God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 

all your strength, and with all your mind; and your 

neighbor as yourself.” And he said to him, “You have 

given the right answer; do this, and you will live.”

But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And 

who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A man was going 

down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands 

of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, 

leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was go-

ing down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by 

on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to 
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the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But 

a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when 

he saw him, he was moved with pity. He went to him 

and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine 

on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought 

him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day he 

took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and 

said, `Take care of him; and when I come back, I will 

repay you whatever more you spend.’ Which of these 

three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell 

into the hands of the robbers?” He said, “The one who 

showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do like-

wise.”
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SERMON

CBS Sunday Morning last week had a bit on sliced 

bread. I don’t know what will turn out to be the best 

thing since sliced bread, but I did learn that the inven-

tion of sliced bread made possible that most wondrous 

of  inventions,  the  automatic  toaster.  I  really like 

buttered toast and thanks to the automatic toaster, I can 

make it for myself without burning down Kathy’s kit-

chen. 

That  got  me thinking  about  bread  in  general  and 

what  a  miraculous  and  unlikely  thing  bread  is!  This 

world which we are given to live within is so construc-

ted that if you take seeds from a grass, grind them thor-

oughly, add water and some fungus, leave it alone for a 

while, then throw it in a fire, what will come out is so 

important a part of our diet that it is called the staff of 

life. At one point in my life, I drove a bread truck. Be-
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ing in the bakery when the bread came out would drive 

you absolutely off your knob. My friends who do not 

perceive the presence of God in His handiwork would 

tell me that the existence of something so unlikely as 

bread is just a random thing. I would answer, “Pshaw!”

Every direction in which you look, you can’t help 

but  be  struck  by  what  a  friendly,  inviting  place  this 

world is. The gentle breezes blow. The brooks are filled 

with  water,  and  there  is  this  improbable  stuff  called 

“bread”.  How you parse  that  observation depends on 

your initiating assumptions. My friends who do not per-

ceive the presence of God in His handiwork would tell 

me that it is no surprise that we have evolved to take 

advantage  of  the  resources  available  to  us,  but  the 

pleasure I take in a slice (or two, or four) of buttered 

toast is proof enough to me that this world is put togeth-

er to delight us by a God who delights in our pleasure at 
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His generosity. 

Does  that  not  just  blow your  mind? Doesn’t  that 

leave you speechless? In all the blessings we experience 

we are given the opportunity to delight in God’s handi-

work; we’re actually invited to do so, and all of it  is 

equally improbable. Think of something so out of the 

blue as adding secretions from a goat’s stomach to the 

milk of a cow. Who would THINK of doing that? But, 

doing such an insane thing will  give you cheese and 

with  your  sliced  bread,  you  can  now  make  nature’s 

most perfect food – the grilled cheese sandwich. Add to 

it a soup made from the fruit of a plant of the deadly 

nightshade family and you have created nature’s most 

perfect lunch – grilled cheese and tomato soup. Moses 

wasn’t  kidding  when  he  told  the  Israelites,  “For  the 

LORD will again take delight in prospering you, just as 

he delighted in prospering your ancestors ...” Because 
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the Lord first delighted in prospering us, we take de-

light in His gifts. It’s a reciprocal sort of relationship, 

kicked off, in the first instance, by God.

This God who is tickled to prosper us, who delights 

in  our  delight,  stands  in  pretty  sharp  contrast  to  the 

“gotcha”  God many people  perceive.  If  the  “gotcha” 

God is the only vision of God that the secular world 

sees, it’s no wonder that so many of my friends reject it. 

I don’t believe in the “gotcha” God, either. As I under-

stand  God,  He  is  a  God  of  delight,  the  creator  of  a 

pleasure garden into which He has placed us, made in 

His own image, to share in His delight. 

Of course,  to live within His pleasure garden, we 

must  take  care  to  insure  that  everyone  has  fun  and 

nobody gets hurt. Moses continues, “For the LORD will 

again  take  delight  in  prospering  you,  just  as  he  de-

lighted in prospering your ancestors when you obey the 
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LORD your God by observing his commandments and 

decrees that are written in this book of the law...”

Well, that’s perfectly reasonable. You wouldn’t go 

to someone’s house and raid the medicine cabinet. You 

wouldn’t put your feet on the couch. God delights in 

our delight of His handiwork, but that doesn’t mean we 

can spray paint over it! He wants everyone to have a 

good time and to be safe and He tells us how to do that. 

If  we  decide  to  ignore  Him,  we  have  nobody  but 

ourselves to blame if it all goes up in smoke.

When  I  was  a  teenager,  we  all  went  to  Camden 

Park. I was at the perfect age to do stupid things for at-

tention. There were warnings all over the little train sta-

tion that riders should keep hands and arms inside the 

carriage, so, naturally, it came into my mind that jump-

ing off the little train into the woods behind Camden 

Park would be a really attention-getting and utterly stu-
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pid thing to do. So, I did.

Here’s the thing to know when you do something 

like that: you will skin yourself on the rail ballast, and 

when  you  finally  fight  your  way  through  the  weeds 

back to the parking lot, you are outside the gates, and 

need another dime to get in.

I did not have another dime. 

Inside the gates, my friends were having a delightful 

time. I was out in the parking lot having no fun at all. 

Inside the gates, my friends were riding the Big Dipper. 

I  was  leaning  my  skinned  up  leg  against  an  elderly 

Ford. I had no one to blame but myself because it was 

my stupidity which had excluded me from the fun. 

There are rules, and there are rules. The rule, “Keep 

your  hands  and arms inside  the  carriage”  is  a  safety 

rule.  Violating  the  rule  might  lead  to  injury,  so  in  a 

sense, violation of the rule carries its own punishment. 

6



It’s not as if  there is a “Tiny toy train police” some-

where  out  there  watching  your  behavior  and judging 

whether or not at some point you allowed your hands or 

arms to extend beyond the carriage, for which you get a 

ticket and a fine. The situation is that if you extend your 

hand or arms from the carriage you might hit them on 

something and injure yourself. There is no sign reading, 

“Do not jump off the train” because the sign painter did 

not  conceive of the possibility that  any visitor  to the 

park would be that benighted.

The thing about rules, laws of any kind, really, is 

that they impose sharp edges on things that are rarely 

that clear-cut. Then they sort of take on a life of their 

own. The rule stops being good advice and starts being 

a good unto itself. I was leaving the Mall one afternoon. 

The parking lot where I was exiting was empty and I 

was turning up a lane that was marked with a big yel-
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low arrow pointed the other way. The big yellow arrows 

are good advice to keep traffic straight when the lot is 

full, but sort of irrelevant when the parking lot is empty. 

Additionally, the Mall parking lot isn’t a city street, and 

the painted markings don’t carry the force of law. An 

elderly man was turning in there. We were quite a bit 

apart, but he began cursing me. Understand, we were 

not on a collision course.  There was no other traffic. 

Nobody was doing anything to harm the other, but he 

began cursing me. He was offended that I had not fol-

lowed the arrows which do not carry force of law and 

which were irrelevant in an empty parking lot in any 

event. Obedience to a rule had become the measure of 

righteousness in his mind. That’s how it is with rules. 

They come to be the measure of righteousness, whether 

they mean anything in a given circumstance or not.

 Well, that’s what Moses told the Israelites. “For the 
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LORD will again take delight in prospering you, just as 

he  delighted  in  prospering  your  ancestors  when  you 

obey the  LORD your God by observing his command-

ments  and decrees...”  Follow the rules  and the  LORD 

will prosper you. So, I wasn’t following the rules and 

it’s OK for the old man to curse me.

Skip ahead some 1300 years from Moses’ time and 

let’s look at the conversation between Jesus and a law-

yer.

Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. 
“Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit 
eternal life?” He said to him, “What is written 
in the law? What do you read there?”

It sounds as if Jesus agrees with Moses. Follow the 

rules and you will inherit eternal life. But look at the re-

mainder of the transaction. The lawyer replies:

He answered, “You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 

9



and with all your strength, and with all your 
mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” 

The lawyer should know that the phrase “the law” 

means the totality of Torah, Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 

Numbers, and Deuteronomy and that the law contains 

not two commandments, but 613! I bet you thought it 

was just 10. Nope. There are 613 mitzvot, or command-

ments, in the law. So, when Jesus asked him “What is 

written in the law?”, he should have gotten the same 

sort of answer from this ancient lawyer that we would 

expect today from a contemporary lawyer – lots of hot 

air.  Instead,  the  lawyer  replied  with  one  verse  from 

Deuteronomy (“You shall love the Lord your God with 

all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 

strength, and with all your mind”) and one from Leviti-

cus (“and your neighbor as yourself.”) This is a most 

un-lawyerly answer, but Jesus responded to him, “You 
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have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.”

It sounds to me as if the law, all 613 commandments 

about Temple sacrifice, and dietary laws, and marriage 

and divorce, and when you can work and how long, is a 

way to righteousness, and not a definition of righteous-

ness in themselves, as the old man cursing me under-

stood it. It sounds to me as if God is saying, “Here, be-

loved, is my delight, my joy, my very great happiness. 

Now play safe, don’t jump off the train or do anything 

stupid like that. Here – I’ll give you some rules to help 

– but most of all, join in my delight with me for I first 

loved you Oh, and take care to take care of your neigh-

bors for they are mine as well.”

Legalistic people, like the old man who cursed me, 

make an idol of the law and see obedience to the law as 

righteousness. Inevitably, they come to measure other 

people by the same standard and thus arrive at some un-
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fortunate conclusions, such as permission to curse me. 

The conversation between Jesus and the lawyer teaches 

us that the law is not a good in itself, and it is certainly 

not a grant of permission to treat law violators badly, 

but  sound advice not  to extend your hands and arms 

from the carriage or jump off the train because you will 

find yourself out in the parking lot with a skinned up 

knee having no fun at all.

If you can get your arms around the idea that it is no 

accident that mashed up grass seed, fungus and water 

make  bread,  and  that  something scraped off  a  goat’s 

stomach, when mixed with milk, will eventually yield a 

grilled cheese sandwich, if you can keep in mind that 

everything on earth was put here for our delight and en-

joyment  by  God  who  first  loved  us,  you’ll  have  no 

problem understanding your job in God’s creation – to 

love Him back, and His children as yourself.
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On the other hand, if you make an idol of the law, 

and forget that the idea is that everyone should have fun 

and still stay safe, you’ll wind up out in the parking lot 

grumbling about people who are still in the park having 

fun. Don’t be that guy. Have fun and stay safe. Oh, and 

if somebody tells you that they are thinking about jump-

ing off the train, try and talk them out of it, will you? 

It’s a really stupid thing to do.

AMEN

13



Optional parts of the readings are set off in square brackets.

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Re-
vised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of 
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, and used by permission.

The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.

Sermon copyright © 2013 J. Stewart Schneider
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