
The Lessons Appointed for Use on the

Sunday closest to June 15

Proper 6

Year B

RCL

1 Samuel 15:34-16:13
Psalm 92:1-4, 11-14
Mark 4:26-34

Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your

steadfast faith and love, that through your grace 

we may proclaim your truth with boldness, and 

minister your justice with compassion; for the 

sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now

and for ever. Amen.
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1 Samuel 15:34-16:13

Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his 

house in Gibeah of Saul. Samuel did not see Saul 

again until the day of his death, but Samuel 

grieved over Saul. And the LORD was sorry that 

he had made Saul king over Israel.

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you 

grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being 

king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set 

out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, 

for I have provided for myself a king among his 

sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears 

of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a 

heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice

to the Lord.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I 

will show you what you shall do; and you shall 
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anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” 

Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came

to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to 

meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come 

peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have come to 

sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and 

come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified

Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacri-

fice.

When they came, he looked on Eliab and 

thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now be-

fore the Lord.” But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do 

not look on his appearance or on the height of his

stature, because I have rejected him; for the 

Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on 

the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on 
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the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, and 

made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither 

has the Lord chosen this one.” Then Jesse made 

Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the 

Lord chosen this one.” Jesse made seven of his 

sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to 

Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” 

Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” 

And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, 

but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to 

Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit 

down until he comes here.” He sent and brought 

him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful 

eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise 

and anoint him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel

took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the 
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presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the 

Lord came mightily upon David from that day for-

ward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.

5



Psalm 92:1-4,11-14 Page 720, BCP

Bonum est confiteri

1 It is a good thing to give thanks to the LORD, 
and to sing praises to your Name, O Most High;

2 To tell of your loving-kindness early in the morning 
and of your faithfulness in the night season;

3 On the psaltery, and on the lyre, 
and to the melody of the harp.

4 For you have made me glad by your acts, O LORD; 
and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands.

11 The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, 
and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon.

12 Those who are planted in the house of the LORD 
shall flourish in the courts of our God;

13 They shall still bear fruit in old age; 
they shall be green and succulent;

14 That they may show how upright the LORD is, 
my Rock, in whom there is no fault.
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Mark 4:26-34

Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if some-

one would scatter seed on the ground, and would

sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would 

sprout and grow, he does not know how. The 

earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the 

head, then the full grain in the head. But when 

the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sick-

le, because the harvest has come.”

He also said, “With what can we compare the 

kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for 

it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown 

upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds 

on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and be-

comes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth 

large branches, so that the birds of the air can 
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make nests in its shade.”

With many such parables he spoke the word to 

them, as they were able to hear it; he did not 

speak to them except in parables, but he ex-

plained everything in private to his disciples.
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SERMON

Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if 
someone would scatter seed on the 
ground, and would sleep and rise night 
and day, and the seed would sprout and 
grow, he does not know how.”

The world is such a familiar feeling place! We 

feel confident in our ability, in general, to navi-

gate it. That’s what makes slight of hand magic 

so enthralling. Suddenly, the familiar world is re-

acting in unfamiliar ways and that’s exciting. You 

may have seen the TV show “The Carbonara Ef-

fect”. It’s a hoot. Guy picks up an empty box and 

then dumps a bowling ball out of it. You know 

that the guy sneaked that bowling ball into the 

box somehow, but you do not know how. When 

Jesus says that the Kingdom of God proceeds in 

ways you do not understand, he’s suggesting that 
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this principle extends further than producing 

bowling balls out of empty boxes. He is suggest-

ing that the Kingdom of God is not what you 

thought it was.

I suppose there are as many conceptions of the 

Kingdom of God as there are people who conceive

of them, and I don’t purport to be able to speak 

for any of them, but I can’t help but notice 

trends. One trend that I have noticed, as a loyal 

Kentuckian, is something we might call the “Rupp

Arena” concept of the Kingdom of God. In this 

model, God takes the place of the crowds at 

Rupp Area, shouting largely ignored advice to us, 

the players on the court. We in turn play our 

hearts out in the exercise of our free will and at 

the end the score is whatever God determines it 
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to be. Winners go on to district. Losers don’t. 

Or the John Wayne concept. In this model of the

Kingdom of God, the world is inhabited by scary 

evil people who do scary evil things for no clearly

explained reason until a savior armed with a 

Colt .45 single action revolver and played by John

Wayne appears and strikes the scary evil people 

down, restoring the Kingdom.

Then there’s what I like to call the “Aunt Mar-

garet” model of the Kingdom. Aunt Margaret was 

a dear lady, but she didn’t like conflict. For Aunt 

Margaret, the world was thoroughly filled with 

evil and the Kingdom was in heaven. Aunt Mar-

garet felt no need to engage the suffering around

her, indeed preferred to not be aware of it ex-

cept to affirm that those who suffer have no one 
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to blame but themselves, and was content so 

long as no one sat in her pew on Sunday morning.

I saw a great one on Facebook this week. It was 

a painting of a lion and a lamb, lying contentedly 

side by side with the caption, “And the lion shall 

lie down with the lamb”. I pointed out that the 

phrase doesn’t appear in that form in the Bible 

and, additionally, in such a world, the lion will 

starve to death making it very bad news indeed 

for the lion. I was roundly hooted down as a trou-

ble-maker. When Jesus says, “The kingdom of 

God is as if someone would scatter seed on the 

ground, and would sleep and rise night and day, 

and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not 

know how”, He is telling us that the Kingdom 

isn’t what you thought, whatever you thought. In 
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fact, I fear that our contemporary conceptions of 

the Kingdom have been condensed into a syllo-

gism which goes “Do right, go to heaven when 

you die; mess up and it sucks to be you.” That 

has more to do with Dante Alighieri, the 13th Cen-

tury author of “The Divine Comedy” than it has 

to do with Jesus, but I fear that’s where we have 

gotten to – the Kingdom is only of interest if it 

has something good in it for me and my activities 

here on earth are of value only to the extent they

will further that worthy goal. I don’t like it. Jesus

apparently doesn’t, either, because He says the 

Kingdom of God grows here and now, in ways you 

don’t understand, and offers a harvest here and 

now as well.  

“The kingdom of God is as if someone 
would scatter seed on the ground, and 
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would sleep and rise night and day, and 
the seed would sprout and grow, he does 
not know how. The earth produces of it-
self, first the stalk, then the head, then 
the full grain in the head. But when the 
grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his 
sickle, because the harvest has come.”

So, what else is the Kingdom like? Kathy and I 

were surprised by a deer and her fawn wandering

by our porch this week. They stopped to munch 

on my garden, to which they are most welcome, 

and Kathy and I stood quietly in the kitchen 

watching them through a gauze curtain. The 

mother deer, in the way of mothers everywhere, 

glanced at her baby, saw something that needed 

doing and began grooming her fawn’s face and 

ears. There was absolutely no benefit to her that 

I could discern from this activity. She simply 
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stopped feeding herself to do something nice for 

her baby. We don’t know why, but we could learn 

a lot from just watching her. The Kingdom of God 

is not what you thought, whatever you thought.

The concern I'm sharing with you this week is 

my alarm at the preference I so often see for the 

disengaged God. In this view, God isn't at work in 

His creation or in you and me. He stands off in a 

far away heaven from whence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. A disengaged God 

is a more comfortable idea than an active God. 

An active, here-and-now God might ask me to do 

something uncomfortable, or dangerous. An ac-

tive, here-and-now God might even require Aunt 

Margaret to give up her favorite pew. And yet, 

uncomfortable or not, all of Scripture speaks of 

7



an engaged God.

Israel toyed with a king to be like other nations,

as we saw last week. This week, things are com-

ing to a head. In the way of kings, you might 

foresee a revolution or something. Not so. 

The Lord said to Samuel, “... Fill your 
horn with oil and set out; I will send you 
to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have pro-
vided for myself a king among his sons.”

This is what I mean by an active God. God has 

provided for Himself a king among Jesse’s sons. 

Samuel doesn’t know how. We don’t know how, 

but the active, here-and-now God has acted 

nonetheless, and acted to choose an unlikely 

king. Not tall, imposing Eliab or any of the other 

likely sons of Jesse, but the youngest, least able-

appearing son, David. 
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“Are all your sons here?” And he said, 
“There remains yet the youngest, but he 
is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to
Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will 
not sit down until he comes here.” He 
sent and brought him in. Now he was rud-
dy, and had beautiful eyes, and was hand-
some. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint 
him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel 
took the horn of oil, and anointed him in 
the presence of his brothers; and the 
spirit of the Lord came mightily upon 
David from that day forward.

Our God is an active God, a powerful God who 

works within the shadows of individual souls. It is 

easy to imagine that we have the power to strip 

the mystery from the Kingdom. We have not. 

When we attempt to do so, we end up contriving 

scientific proofs for who is and who is not a 

witch, as was done in Salem, and we drown inof-
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fensive old women. It is beyond our pay grade to 

strip the mystery of the Kingdom. It is not what 

you thought, whatever you thought. Live in faith.

Hear the Word of God. Submit and obey.

AMEN
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Optional parts of the readings are set off in square brackets.

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Re-
vised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of 
the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, and used by permission.

The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.

Sermon Copyright © 2015 J. Stewart Schneider
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