
The Lessons Appointed for Use on the

Last Sunday after Epiphany

Year C

RCL

Exodus 34:29-35
Psalm 99
Luke 9:28-36

O God, who before the passion of your only begot-

ten  Son  revealed  his  glory  upon  the  holy  mountain: 

Grant to us that we, beholding by faith the light of his 

countenance,  may  be  strengthened  to  bear  our  cross, 

and be changed into his likeness from glory to glory; 

through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  who  lives  and  reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit,  one God, for ever and 

ever. Amen.
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Exodus 34:29-35

Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came 

down from the  mountain  with  the  two tablets  of  the 

covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin 

of his face shone because he had been talking with God. 

When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the skin 

of his face was shining, and they were afraid to come 

near him. But Moses called to them; and Aaron and all 

the  leaders  of  the  congregation  returned  to  him,  and 

Moses  spoke  with  them.  Afterward  all  the  Israelites 

came near, and he gave them in commandment all that 

the LORD had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. When 

Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil on 

his face; but whenever Moses went in before the LORD 

to speak with him, he would take the veil off, until he 

came out; and when he came out, and told the Israelites 
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what he had been commanded, the Israelites would see 

the face of Moses, that the skin of his face was shining; 

and Moses would put the veil on his face again, until he 

went in to speak with him.
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Psalm 99 Page 728, BCP

Dominus regnavit

1 The LORD is King;
let the people tremble; 
he is enthroned upon the cherubim;
let the earth shake. 

2 The LORD is great in Zion; 
he is high above all peoples. 

3 Let them confess his Name, which is great and awesome; 
he is the Holy One. 

4 “O mighty King, lover of justice,
you have established equity; 
you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.”

5 Proclaim the greatness of the LORD our God
and fall down before his footstool; 
he is the Holy One. 

6 Moses and Aaron among his priests,
and Samuel among those who call upon his Name, 
they called upon the LORD, and he answered them. 

7 He spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; 
they kept his testimonies and the decree that he gave them. 

8 O LORD our God, you answered them indeed; 
you were a God who forgave them,
yet punished them for their evil deeds. 

9 Proclaim the greatness of the LORD our God
and worship him upon his holy hill; 
for the LORD our God is the Holy One. 
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Luke 9:28-36

About eight days after Peter had acknowledged Je-

sus as the Christ of God, Jesus took with him Peter and 

John and James, and went up on the mountain to pray. 

And while he was praying, the appearance of his face 

changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. Sud-

denly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to 

him. They appeared in glory and were speaking of his 

departure,  which  he  was  about  to  accomplish  at 

Jerusalem.  Now  Peter  and  his  companions  were 

weighed down with  sleep;  but  since  they  had  stayed 

awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood 

with him. Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to 

Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; let us make 

three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for 

Elijah” — not knowing what he said. While he was say-
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ing  this,  a  cloud  came and  overshadowed them;  and 

they were terrified as they entered the cloud. Then from 

the cloud came a voice that said, “This is my Son, my 

Chosen; listen to him!” When the voice had spoken, Je-

sus was found alone. And they kept silent and in those 

days told no one any of the things they had seen.
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SERMON

We can agree, can we not, that I am a bit of a geek. 

Ya gets what ya pays for. I'm a geek, and I watch geek 

TV about geeky subjects that put most people to sleep, 

and which often put me to sleep as well. So, to keep up 

my geek credentials, I was watching Brian Cox on geek 

TV explain what the inside of an atom would look like.

I suspect that all of us think of the atom as looking 

like that thing Redi Kilowatt used to have on his adver-

tisements for  the electric  company – a  compact  little 

thing with electrons spinning around the outside like a 

solar system. Brian Cox was undertaking to correct that 

view. He was standing in a desert. Over his shoulder, 

about a kilometer away, was a huge butte. He held up a 

rock about the size of a peanut and told us that if the nu-

cleus of an atom were the size of the rock, the cloud of 

electrons would be out there someplace near the butte, 
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and, furthermore, they made almost no contribution to 

the mass of the atom. The atom's mass is centered in the 

nucleus. So, unlike the compact picture of an atom in 

your head, an atom is really mostly empty space. You 

are mostly empty space. The gravels on the playground 

that  skinned  your  knee  before  we  decided  that  play-

grounds with gravel were too dangerous, those gravels 

and your knee are mostly empty space. The fender of 

the truck driven by the drunk driver that ran into the 

mostly empty space of my brand new Honda Civic with 

the new car smell still hanging enticingly in the air was, 

itself,  mostly  empty  space.  So,  empty  space  or  no 

empty space, your knee got skinned and my Honda got 

totaled.

The point I'd like to make here, apart from demon-

strating why Kathy won't  watch TV with  me,  is  that 

what is “real” is not always what we perceive. Hamlet 
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famously told his friend

There are more things in heaven and earth, Hor-
atio,
Than are dreamt of in your philosophy. 

There  is  more  to  the  world  than the  part  we can 

sense. Paul reminded his church, “.... we look not at the 

things which are seen, but at the things which are not 

seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the 

things which are not seen are eternal.1” The world of 

taste and feel and smell and vision in which we live is 

only a first-order approximation of a “real” world that 

would drive you mad if you tried to imagine it. This is 

why cosmologists  and physicists  never  get  invited  to 

any really good parties. For the rest of us, we just refuse 

to  pay  any  attention  to  the  contradictions  and  mind-

bending realities of the quantum world and vow not to 

invite people to our parties who might trouble us with 

1 2 Corinthians 4:18

3



these sorts of explanations.

We do the same thing when we consider stories of 

God's manifestation in our world. It is one thing to deal 

with a God who is safely insulated from us in time and 

space, captured within the words of Scripture written by 

people  long  since  turned  to  dust.  It  is  quite  another 

thing altogether to come face to face with a manifesta-

tion of God here in the “real” world. 

What is Luke telling us about coming face to face 

with a manifestation of God here in the “real” world on 

this Transfiguration Sunday? How did his First Century 

readers receive this pericope? Let's dig into it.

First,  the  Transfiguration  is  presented  only  to  the 

central group of Disciples, Peter, James and John. That 

sounds  pretty  elitist.  Disciples  are  students.  Why not 

present this proof positive to the entire class? Listen to 

what we are told.
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And while he was praying, the appearance of 
his face changed, and his clothes became daz-
zling white.

This  parallels  the  description  of  Moses’ face  the 

second time he brought the Tablets of the Law down 

from the mountain.

As he came down from the mountain with the 
two tablets of the covenant in his hand, Moses 
did not know that the skin of his face shone be-
cause he had been talking with God. 

That sounds like a pretty convincing demonstration 

to me. Why was it not given to all the class? Indeed, 

why not to the entire world? Is it not possible for every-

one to see so powerful a manifestation of God? Maybe 

not. N.T. Wright and Marcus Borg are great friends who 

approach Biblical studies from very different perspec-

tives. Famously, Wright believes that if a video camera 

had been pointed at the body of Jesus, the Resurrection 

could have been filmed. Borg maintains that the resur-
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rection could not have been filmed because it was not a 

physical event, but the action of God Himself, and so 

beyond the abilities of even the finest camera to cap-

ture. So it is here. Jesus took with him only those stu-

dents who would be able to perceive the actions of God. 

This is a gift not given to everyone. For many people, 

slaves to their own truth, it is impossible to imagine an 

atom as mostly empty space, and it is impossible to per-

ceive the moving of the Holy Spirit. Don't tell ME an 

atom is mostly empty space. Look at my knee! None-

theless, there are still more things in heaven and earth, 

Horatio, than are dreamt of in your philosophy.

The second thing Luke is  telling us  is  that  Jesus' 

coming is in accord with Scripture. The Hebrew Scrip-

tures in Jesus' time comprised two divisions: Torah, or 

the  law,  and  Nevi'im,  the  writings  of  the  Prophets. 

When the Scriptures refer to “the law and the prophets”, 
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they are referring to Torah and Nevi'im and they mean 

the  totality  of  the  Hebrew  Scriptures  as  it  was  then 

known. The figures who appeared with Jesus during the 

Transfiguration,  Moses  the  Law giver  and  Elijah  the 

Prophet, represent the Law and the Prophets. Luke is at 

pains  to  point  out  that  the  coming  of  Jesus  was  not 

something outside the Jewish Scriptures, but the fulfill-

ment of them. Jesus confirms the authority of Scripture.

The third thing Luke is telling us is that the end of 

the story, the Crucifixion and Resurrection, is unavoid-

able. Predestined, you might say if you wanted to be a 

Presbyterian about it. 

They appeared in glory and were speaking of 
his departure, which he was about to accom-
plish at Jerusalem. 

We are accustomed to read a story front to back. Je-

sus was born, he did some things, he got crosswise of 
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the  Romans,  and this  is  what  happened to  Him.  The 

story of Jesus must be read just as Hebrew is read, back 

to front. Jesus was born for the express purpose of dy-

ing on the cross and being resurrected, and this is how 

he got there. Nothing “happened” to Jesus in the way 

we  understand  story  telling.  There  were  no  multiple 

outcomes to which the story could turn. Jesus fulfilled 

his purpose, just as we will fulfill ours, knowingly or 

unknowingly.

The final  thing Luke would have  us  know is  the 

unique nature of Jesus. Jesus was not a good guy who 

agreed to undertake a mission for God. Jesus is some-

thing other. A cloud envelopes Peter, James and John, 

obscuring  the  distractions  of  their  senses  which  lead 

them so often astray. Blinded in the cloud of unknowing 

and terrified, the Disciples hear a command. That com-

mand is this: 
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Then from the cloud came a voice that said, 
“This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!” 

We live in a world and among people who are so 

convinced that their senses give them access to every-

thing real that they can't imagine another way of look-

ing  at  the  world.  But  there  still  are  more  things  in 

heaven and earth than are dreamt of in the world's phi-

losophy. Those mostly empty spaces in atoms are filled 

with the Grace of God. Those who will not look, or can-

not  look,  even those within the  church,  will  find the 

world so comfortable a place that they never will be-

come aware that their viewpoint is flawed. Instead of 

seeking ways to  see  the  world through God’s  vision, 

they  will  insist  that  God  behave  in  accordance  with 

their myopic vision. 

It is only by connecting ourselves with the “more 

things” through submission to the will of God that we 
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gain access to the Way of Christ, and it is only by fol-

lowing the Way of Christ that we can be said to be fol-

lowers of Him, truly Christians. I have spoken to you of 

“Kingdom eyes” on several occasions. It is this which I 

was speaking of. You can choose to see the world as 

“stuff happens” or you can commit yourself to see the 

world as the fulfillment of God’s love and embrace your 

totally unique place within God’s Creation by following 

Christ, the Lord and Creator of the world, who came to 

us as a servant, to heal our blindness and to cure our 

lameness.

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Je-
sus, 

who, though he was in the form of God,
   did not regard equality with God
   as something to be exploited, 
but emptied himself,
   taking the form of a slave,
   being born in human likeness.
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And being found in human form, 
   he humbled himself
   and became obedient to the point of death —

   even death on a cross. 

 It’s outrageous! The Lord and Creator of the uni-

verse acting the role of servant to us? We don’t live in a 

random universe!  From attendance  figures  and  polls, 

we have to admit that the majority of people in the de-

veloped nations believe that we do live in a random uni-

verse. Those of us given Kingdom eyes believe that we 

live in an affirming, positive universe, the creation of 

the one Lord and Creator who speaks to us, even taking 

on flesh and walking with us.  Like Peter,  James and 

John, we seem to be in the minority. That is not some-

thing to celebrate as indicating that we are better loved, 

for to whom much is given, much is required. Instead, it 

is  in  opportunities  for  service to others  that  we cele-

brate.  It  is  upon  us  that  the  servant  role  of  Jesus  is 

11



placed, and upon us the responsibility to pick up that 

burden, and carry it faithfully. 

AMEN
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Optional parts of the readings are set off in square 
brackets. 

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and 
Gospel lessons are from the New Revised Standard Ver-
sion Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the Church of 
Christ in the USA, and used by permission.

The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book 
of Common Prayer, 1979.

Return to The Lectionary Page.
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