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The Lessons Appointed for Use on

the

Fourth Sunday in Lent
Year A

RCL

Exodus 17:1-7
Psalm 95
John 4:5-42

The Collect

Almighty God, you know that we have no power in 

ourselves to help ourselves: Keep us both outwardly in 

our bodies and inwardly in our souls, that we may be 

defended from all adversities which may happen to the 

body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and 

hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 

ever and ever. Amen.
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Micah 6:1-3,6-8

1 Hear what the Lord says:
   Rise, plead your case before the mountains,
   and let the hills hear your voice. 
2 Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord,
   and you enduring foundations of the earth;
for the Lord has a controversy with his people,
   and he will contend with Israel. 
3 ‘O my people, what have I done to you?
   In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
6 ‘With what shall I come before the Lord,
   and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings,
   with calves a year old? 
7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,
   with tens of thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
   the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?’ 
8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good;
   and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,
   and to walk humbly with your God? 
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Psalm 23

Dominus regit me

1 The LORD is my shepherd; *
I shall not be in want.

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.

3 He revives my soul *
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's 
sake.

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death,
I shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those 
who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all 
the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.
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Ephesians 5:8-14

Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are 

light. Live as children of light— for the fruit of the light

is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to 

find out what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in 

the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose 

them. For it is shameful even to mention what such 

people do secretly; but everything exposed by the light 

becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is 

light. Therefore it says,

“Sleeper, awake! 
Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”
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John 9:1-41

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth.

His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man 

or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered,

“Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born 

blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We

must work the works of him who sent me while it is 

day; night is coming when no one can work. As long as 

I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” When he

had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with

the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying

to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means

Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to 

see. The neighbors and those who had seen him before 

as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used 

to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.” Others 
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were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept 

saying, “I am the man.” But they kept asking him, 

“Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, 

“The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes,

and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went 

and washed and received my sight.” They said to him, 

“Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had for-

merly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus

made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees 

also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He

said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, 

and now I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man 

is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” 

But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner per-

form such signs?” And they were divided. So they said 

again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It
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was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and 

had received his sight until they called the parents of 

the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is

this your son, who you say was born blind? How then 

does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know 

that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but we 

do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we 

know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He 

will speak for himself.” His parents said this because 

they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already 

agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Mes-

siah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his 

parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

So for the second time they called the man who had 

been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! 

We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do 
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not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, 

that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, 

“What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 

He answered them, “I have told you already, and you 

would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do

you also want to become his disciples?” Then they re-

viled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are dis-

ciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to 

Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he 

comes from.” The man answered, “Here is an astonish-

ing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and 

yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not lis-

ten to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships 

him and obeys his will. Never since the world began 

has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a per-

son born blind. If this man were not from God, he could

do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born en-
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tirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they 

drove him out.

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when 

he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of 

Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so 

that I may believe in him.” Jesus said to him, “You 

have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 

He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. Je-

sus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that 

those who do not see may see, and those who do see 

may become blind.” Some of the Pharisees near him 

heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are

we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would 

not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin 

remains.”
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SERMON

Life offers us a buffet of attractive things, but also a 

list of obligations. Very often (or maybe always) the 

buffet and the list are in conflict. I want to talk about 

one of those conflicts. In my prior incarnation as Com-

monwealth's Attorney for Kentucky's 32nd Judicial Cir-

cuit, I heard (and spoke!) a lot about “law and order”. It

would be hard to be against law and order. People need 

laws and an orderly society to live. Nevertheless, some-

times, things go wrong and “law and order” becomes 

code speak for an unjust society.

When people speak of an orderly society, what they 

mean is a society which functions as they are accus-

tomed to, what my old law partner, Judge Jeffrey Pre-

ston, called “the regular way”. Anything that functioned

differently than Jeff anticipated was “not the regular 

way”, and hence suspect. It's why we have such trouble
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with immigrants. They don't do anything the regular 

way. What people who call for law and order are really 

saying is that they wish a society in which nothing hap-

pens to make them disquieted –  a comfortable society. 

The “law” part is only important to the extent that it en-

ables a predictable, comfortable society.

There is real danger here. A comfortable society can 

be a profoundly unjust society. In my childhood and 

yours, an “orderly” society was a segregated society. A 

segregated society wasn't a just society, but it was “or-

derly” – it ran in a way the people on the white end of 

the spectrum (the only ones with any political power) 

wished it to run. If given a choice between a lawful so-

ciety and an orderly one, people will choose the society

that functions as they have become accustomed to. That

may shock you, but that has been my experience and 

observation lo these many years. In the story of the man
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born blind we have an example of just how much our 

mortal need for order works to impede even a miracle! 

We start off with an announcement of human need and 

a declaration of an unjust response to human need.

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from 
birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned,
this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 

The people of the time were surrounded by human 

need. That's uncomfortable and exhausting. To protect 

themselves from the exhausting need to respond to the 

misfortune of others, the society at the time hit upon an 

escape hatch. They made his suffering his (or his par-

ents') fault. Neat, huh? He (or his parents) brought it on 

their own heads. You can see this escape hatch even in 

our own lives, when we blame the poor for being poor 

by claiming they are lazy. That might be orderly, but it's

not just. Jesus speared them right in the rationalization.
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Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents 
sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works 
might be revealed in him. 

WOW! Just WOW! Jesus threw a monkey wrench 

into the neat orderly arrangement of the time. This 

man's misfortune, rather than being evidence of his sin, 

is an opportunity for God to intervene in the orderly, 

comfortable world, strip it of its convenient rationaliza-

tions, and set it right. The problem with embracing a 

lawful, orderly society is that when God intervenes in 

His world in this way, His intervention often looks both

illegal and disorderly. This always causes great upset 

for God's ways are not the ways of mortals. Mortals 

look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on 

the heart. Mortals yearn for a stable environment – one 

which continues on as they have become accustomed 

to, and offers good excuses to do bad things. The LORD 
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seeks people who attend to His voice. Mortals long for 

law and order. The LORD seeks followers who will act 

justly, who love mercy, and who can still their over-

confidence sufficiently to walk humbly with their God. 

When Jesus restored the man's sight, He challenged 

both the orderly, comfortable world in which He lived, 

AND proclaimed the presence of God within His cre-

ation. 

We must work the works of him who sent me 
while it is day; night is coming when no one can 
work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light 
of the world.

The fight is on. There is no room in an orderly soci-

ety for God to upset everyone's comfortable apple carts.

The people of the time reacted just as you or I would 

react to an inexplicable event. It's a mistake or trick of 

some sort.
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The neighbors and those who had seen him before 
as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who 
used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.” 
Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like 
him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.”

You really can't blame them. Never since the world 

began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of 

a person born blind. It has to be a trick of some sort. 

Maybe a case of mistaken identity?

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind 
and had received his sight until they called the par-
ents of the man who had received his sight and 
asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was 
born blind? How then does he now see?” His par-
ents answered, “We know that this is our son, and 
that he was born blind; but we do not know how it 
is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened 
his eyes. 

Look at what's going on here. The law and order soci-

ety in which they live teaches that blind men don't re-

ceive their sight. The evidence of their own eyes is that 
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this is just what has happened. Not only do the people 

choose the teaching of their orderly society over the ev-

idence of their own eyes, but they threaten anyone who 

says otherwise.

“Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.”
His parents said this because they were afraid of 
the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that any-
one who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would 
be put out of the synagogue. 

Clearly, this is a mystery. The law must be consulted, 

and the Pharisees were the experts in the law.

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had 
formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day 
when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 
Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he 
had received his sight. He said to them, “He put 
mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 
Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from 
God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But oth-
ers said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform 
such signs?” 
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Well, there's your problem in a teaspoon. If Jesus vio-

lates the Law by working even a good turn on Shabbos,

then He can't be a law-abiding Jew. On the other hand, 

if He can restore sight to a man born blind from birth, 

then who (or what) is He?

So for the second time they called the man who 
had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory 
to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He an-
swered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One
thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I 
see.” They said to him, “What did he do to you? 
How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, 
“I have told you already, and you would not listen. 
Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also 
want to become his disciples?” Then they reviled 
him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disci-
ples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to 
Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where 
he comes from.” The man answered, “Here is an 
astonishing thing! You do not know where he 
comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know 
that God does not listen to sinners, but he does lis-
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ten to one who worships him and obeys his will. 
Never since the world began has it been heard that 
anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If 
this man were not from God, he could do nothing.”
They answered him, “You were born entirely in 
sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they 
drove him out.

 The man born blind offered them the evidence of 

their own eyes, and it caused them so much pain that 

they turned on him. The problem with putting your trust

in law and order is that it fosters a culture in which 

even God is suspect. Rev. Kelly observed that people, 

being people, will use the law in the same way a drunk-

ard uses a light pole – more for support than for illumi-

nation. 

So, are we at an impasse? Human societies need laws

and accepted standards of behavior, yet God holds 

sovereignty over His creation. What are we to do? In 

Micah 6 we overhear a conversation between God and 
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His people. God cries out in exasperation:

“Hear, you mountains, the Lord’s ac-
cusation;
    listen, you everlasting foundations 
of the earth.
For the Lord has a case against his 
people;
    he is lodging a charge against Israel.
‘O my people, what have I done to 
you?
  In what have I wearied you? Answer 
me! 

An equally exasperated Micah cries back on behalf of

Israel:

‘With what shall I come before the 
Lord,

   and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt-of-

ferings,
   with calves a year old? 
Will the Lord be pleased with thou-

sands of rams,
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   with tens of thousands of rivers of 
oil?

Shall I give my firstborn for my trans-
gression,

   the fruit of my body for the sin of my
soul?’ 

And then comes the part that has guided my thinking 

lo these many years:

He has shown you, O mortal, what is 
good.

    And what does the Lord require of 
you?

To act justly and to love mercy
    and to walk humbly with your God.

May we have the courage to do so, church, even 

when it's disorderly.

Amen
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BENEDICTION

In the Letter to the church at Ephesus, we read

Once you were darkness, but now in the LORD you 
are light. Live as children of light— for the fruit of
the light is found in all that is good and right and 
true. Try to find out what is pleasing to the LORD. 
Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, 
but instead expose them.

Our frail mortal minds wish for an orderly society 

with no room for God. We live in darkness, but now in 

the LORD, we can live in the light. Find out what is 

pleasing to the LORD and take no part in the unfruitful 

works of darkness.

The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be 
gracious to you; 
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give
you peace. 

Optional parts of the readings are set off in square brackets.
The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Re-
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vised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, and used by permission.
The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.
Sermon Copyright © 2017 J. Stewart Schneider
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