
The Lessons Appointed for Use on

the

Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany
Year A

RCL

 
Leviticus 19:1-2,9-18
Psalm 119:33-40
Matthew 5:38-48

The Collect

O Lord, you have taught us that without love what-

ever we do is worth nothing: Send your Holy Spirit

and pour into our hearts your greatest gift, which is

love, the true bond of peace and of all virtue, without

which whoever lives is accounted dead before you.

Grant this for the sake of your only Son Jesus Christ,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen.

1



Leviticus 19:1-2,9-18

The Lord spoke to Moses, saying:

Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel

and say to them: You shall be holy, for I the Lord your

God am holy.

When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall

not reap to the very edges of your field, or gather the

gleanings of your harvest. You shall not strip your vine-

yard bare, or gather the fallen grapes of your vineyard;

you shall leave them for the poor and the alien: I am the

Lord your God.

You shall not steal; you shall not deal falsely; and

you shall not lie to one another. And you shall not swear

falsely by my name, profaning the name of your God: I

am the Lord.

You shall not defraud your neighbor; you shall not

steal; and you shall not keep for yourself the wages of a
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laborer until morning. You shall not revile the deaf or

put a stumbling block before the blind; you shall fear

your God: I am the Lord.

You shall not render an unjust judgment; you shall

not be partial to the poor or defer to the great: with jus-

tice  you shall  judge your  neighbor.  You shall  not  go

around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall

not profit by the blood of your neighbor: I am the Lord.

You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin;

you shall reprove your neighbor, or you will incur guilt

yourself. You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge

against  any  of  your  people,  but  you  shall  love  your

neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord.
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Psalm 119:33-40

Legem pone

33 Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, *
and I shall keep it to the end.

34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; *
I shall keep it with all my heart.

35 Make me go in the path of your commandments, *
for that is my desire.

36 Incline my heart to your decrees *
and not to unjust gain.

37 Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; *
give me life in your ways.

38 Fulfill your promise to your servant, *
which you make to those who fear you.

39 Turn away the reproach which I dread, *
because your judgments are good.

40 Behold, I long for your commandments; *
in your righteousness preserve my life.
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1 Corinthians 3:10-11,16-23

According to the grace of God given to me, like a 

skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and someone 

else is building on it. Each builder must choose with 

care how to build on it. For no one can lay any founda-

tion other than the one that has been laid; that founda-

tion is Jesus Christ.

Do you not know that you are God's temple and that 

God's Spirit dwells in you? If anyone destroys God's 

temple, God will destroy that person. For God's temple 

is holy, and you are that temple.

Do not deceive yourselves. If you think that you are 

wise in this age, you should become fools so that you 

may become wise. For the wisdom of this world is fool-

ishness with God. For it is written,

“He catches the wise in their craftiness,”
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and again,

“The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise,
that they are futile.”

So let no one boast about human leaders. For all 

things are yours, whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or 

the world or life or death or the present or the future-- 

all belong to you, and you belong to Christ, and Christ 

belongs to God.
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Matthew 5:38-48

Jesus said, “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye 

for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ But I say to you, Do 

not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes you on the 

right cheek, turn the other also; and if anyone wants to 

sue you and take your coat, give your cloak as well; and

if anyone forces you to go one mile, go also the second 

mile. Give to everyone who begs from you, and do not 

refuse anyone who wants to borrow from you.

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your

neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love 

your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so 

that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for 

he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and 

sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. For 

if you love those who love you, what reward do you 
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have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And 

if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more 

are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do 

the same? Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Fa-

ther is perfect.”
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SERMON

It's pretty easy to get so lost in the alarming news on 

TV that we forget what a remarkably idealistic and im-

probable place is the country in which we live. The 

United States is an 18th century experiment in celebra-

tion of the individual which has succeeded far beyond 

the ability of anyone at the time to predict. We are pret-

ty darn wonderful!

Of course, we tend to think of our success in mone-

tary terms, which partially describes our success but is 

not the whole of it and we make a mistake when we 

shortcut our thoughts in that way. Our economy is im-

portant, but it doesn't define us. 

Our economy is based in capitalism. All of us know 

that. We know that capitalism is one of the good words, 

but we, or at least I, seldom think about what “capital-

ism” means. Here's what the dictionary says:
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Capitalism –  an economic system character-
ized by private or corporate ownership of 
capital goods, by investments that are deter-
mined by private decision, and by prices, 
production, and the distribution of goods 
that are determined mainly by competition 
in a free market.1

I'm pretty sure you heard the same thing I heard from 

that. “Blah blah blah private ownership”. That's the part

you and I like, the freedom of the individual. Truth is, 

you and I know what capitalism is without the help of 

Messrs. Miriam or Webster. Capitalism is “Let's make a

deal”. Capitalism is “I'll give you this for that”. We're 

very, very good at “Let's make a deal”, and that has 

governed our understanding of interactions between in-

dividuals for over 200 years now, so it's no surprise that

we tend to view our interactions with God through the 

same lens: “If I do these good things, you will give me 

1 Miriam-Webster
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a place in heaven when I die.” It is then that we make a 

very big mistake, for God is not to be negotiated with. 

Paul wrote his church at Corinth reminding them:

Do you not  know that  you are God's  temple
and that God's Spirit dwells in you?

 There is more going on here than buying a ticket to 

heaven when you die by acting right here and now. You 

are God's very temple and you have business here and 

now to bring the New Creation into the world. The 

needs of your brothers and sisters, yea, even your ene-

mies, are in your hands and you are called to respond to

them in love, not as some sort of partial payment for a 

throne in heaven when you die, but in true love – a per-

sonal concern for the welfare of others.

“You have heard that it  was said,  ‘You shall
love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I
say to you,  Love your enemies and pray for
those who persecute you, so that you may be
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children  of  your  Father  in  heaven;  for  he
makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good,
and sends rain on the righteous and on the un-
righteous. For if you love those who love you,
what reward do you have? Do not even the tax
collectors do the same? And if you greet only
your brothers and sisters,  what more are you
doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do
the same? Be perfect, therefore, as your heav-
enly Father is perfect.”

Brothers and sisters, that's a hard teaching, loving 

your enemies. Good Americans much prefer “Let's 

make a deal”, viewing the passage from Leviticus and 

similar Old Testament passages as the opening of a ne-

gotiation, a list of things to do to win a place for your-

self in heaven, rather than a loving concern for others:

When you reap the harvest of your land, you
shall not reap to the very edges of your field,
or  gather  the  gleanings  of  your  harvest.  You
shall not strip your vineyard bare, or gather the
fallen grapes of your vineyard; you shall leave
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them for the poor and the alien
You shall not steal; you shall not deal falsely;
and you shall not lie to one another. And you
shall not swear falsely by my name, profaning
the name of your God: I am the LORD.
You shall not defraud your neighbor; you shall
not steal; and you shall not keep for yourself
the wages of a laborer until morning. You shall
not revile the deaf or put a stumbling block be-
fore the blind; you shall fear your God
You shall not render an unjust judgment; you
shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the
great: with justice you shall judge your neigh-
bor.  You  shall  not  go  around  as  a  slanderer
among your people, and you shall not profit by
the blood of your neighbor
You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge
against any of your people, but you shall love
your neighbor as yourself

Long haired preachers come out every night
And they tell you what's wrong and what's 
right
If you ask them for something to eat,
They will tell you in voices so sweet.
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You will eat
Bye and bye
In that beautiful home in the sky
Work and pray
Live on hay,
You'll have pie in the sky when you die.

If you, as Paul declares, are the temple of God, if you 

are called to deal with God's creation, the righteous as 

well as the unrighteous, as does God you have a full 

plate, indeed. “Let's make a deal” never enters into it. 

There can be no room for “what's in it for me” in ac-

tions motivated by love. 

A woman turns a corner and finds, to her surprise, a 

baby in a baby carrier sitting abandoned on the side-

walk. The baby is crying, frightened and hungry. Do 

any of you believe that this woman will do anything 

other than pick up the baby, comfort and feed it? Do 

any of you think that she would have any thought about 
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how her good deed will benefit her in the afterlife? Do 

any of you think she would weigh the worthiness of the 

child before she poured out her love upon it? Will any 

of her actions be motivated by “Let's make a deal”?

Can you do it, church? Can you:

Love your enemies and pray for those who per-
secute you, so that you may be children of your
Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on
the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the
righteous and on the unrighteous.

Can you do it without weighing your action in the 

balance of your own good? Can you pray for those who 

persecute you in the same way the woman prays for the 

welfare of the foundling she comforts? Maybe not now. 

Maybe we're too weak now, but those are Jesus' words 

and the New Creation is Jesus' promise. We are to live 

into that New Creation. We are to erase hatred from our 

interactions with others of God's children. We are to 
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abandon our love of the deal to see clearly, and act ac-

curately, as God works to bring the New Creation into 

fulfillment.

Let us live into the petition of the Jesus Prayer.

Lord Jesus Christ,
Son of God,
Have mercy upon me,
A sinner.

AMEN
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BENEDICTION

I am indebted to Bishop Wright's excellent book, “Af-

ter You Believe” for this thought:

Jesus is in fact inviting his hearers to some-
thing much more radical: an anticipation of 
what we might call eschatological authenticity. 
Yes, there will be a time when God’s people will
serve and love him, and live out the genuine 
humanness of which the ancient Law had spo-
ken, “naturally” and from the heart. But this 
will be a God-given “second nature,” a new 
way of being human. And you can begin to 
practice this now, difficult though it will be, be-
cause Jesus is here, inaugurating God’s king-
dom

The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be 
gracious to you; 
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give 
you peace. 

Optional parts of the readings are set off in square brackets.
The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Re-
vised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of 
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the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, and used by permission.
The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.
Sermon Copyright © 2017 J. Stewart Schneider
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