
The Lessons Appointed for Use on
the

Sunday closest to November 16
Proper 28

Year C RCL

Malachi4:1-2a
Psalm 98
Luke 21:5-19

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be 

written for our learning: Grant us so to hear them, read, 

mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may em-

brace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting 

life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus 

Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.
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Malachi 4:1-2a

See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when 

all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble; the day

that comes shall burn them up, says the LORD of hosts, 

so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. But 

for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness 

shall rise, with healing in its wings.
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Psalm 98

Cantate Domino
1 Sing to the LORD a new song, *

for he has done marvelous things.
2 With his right hand and his holy arm *

has he won for himself the victory.
3 The LORD has made known his victory; *

his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight 
of the nations.

4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house
of Israel, *
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of
our God.

5 Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; *
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.

6 Sing to the LORD with the harp, *
with the harp and the voice of song.

7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn *
shout with joy before the King, the LORD.

8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, *
the lands and those who dwell therein.

9 Let the rivers clap their hands, *
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD,
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when he comes to judge the earth.
10 In righteousness shall he judge the world *

and the peoples with equity.
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Luke 21:5-19

When some were speaking about the temple, how it 

was adorned with beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to

God, Jesus said, “As for these things that you see, the 

days will come when not one stone will be left upon an-

other; all will be thrown down.”

They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and 

what will be the sign that this is about to take place?” 

And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray; for 

many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, 

‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them.

“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not 

be terrified; for these things must take place first, but 

the end will not follow immediately.” Then he said to 

them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 

against kingdom; there will be great earthquakes, and in
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various places famines and plagues; and there will be 

dreadful portents and great signs from heaven.

“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and 

persecute you; they will hand you over to synagogues 

and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and 

governors because of my name. This will give you an 

opportunity to testify. So make up your minds not to 

prepare your defense in advance; for I will give you 

words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will 

be able to withstand or contradict. You will be betrayed 

even by parents and brothers, by relatives and friends; 

and they will put some of you to death. You will be hat-

ed by all because of my name. But not a hair of your 

head will perish. By your endurance you will gain your 

souls.”
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SERMON

Charlie Bowen, who seems to have undertaken the 

role of my sermonic adviser this month, mentioned a 

New York Times article by conservative author David 

Brooks titled “Let's Not Do This Again”. Brooks de-

scribes the 2016 political season as “...an education in 

how societies come apart.” He goes on to say:

We like to think of democracy as a battle of 
ideas and a process of individual delibera-
tion, but this year demography has been des-
tiny. The campaigns have pushed us back 
into our tribal bunkers. Americans now seem
more clannish, and more incomprehensible 
to one another.

The campaigns have pushed us back into our tribal 

bunkers. Indeed! I fear that this campaign has unleashed

upon us forces of division which will be with us for 

generations. Given what we've been through, it is ap-

propriate that our text for today speaks of a similar time
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of upheaval.

To appreciate the similarities, however, we need 

some historical perspective on the Temple. First, there 

was Solomon's Temple. Build in the mid 10th Century 

B.C.E., it stood for over 400 years until it was de-

stroyed by Nebuchadnezzar in 587 B.C.E. It was one of 

the wonders of the ancient world and a symbol of God's

presence among His people. When the exiles returned 

from Babylon, the reconstruction of the Temple, now 

called the “Second Temple”, was finally completed sev-

enty years later and there again was a tangible symbol 

of God's presence with His people. Things began to go 

bad just before Jesus' time. Herod undertook a great ex-

pansion of the Second Temple with the end of glorify-

ing himself by showing his wealth and power. It was a 

big deal. One historian1 described it as 

1 Bruce, “Synoptic Gospels”, Expositor's Greek Testament.
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“Already, with its immense wealth, it was in 
its own way one of the wonders of the world. 
Some of its huge blocks of green or white 
marble measured 67 ½ feet in length, 7 ½ 
feet in height, and 9 feet in width. The east-
ern front and part of the side walls were cov-
ered with gold plate , flashing in the sun; the 
rest of it gleaming white, so that one behold-
ing it from a distance might think it a very 
mountain of snow; 

That is the building Luke is speaking of when he 

wrote our passage for today.

When some were speaking about the temple, 
how it was adorned with beautiful stones and 
gifts dedicated to God, Jesus said, “As for these 
things that you see, the days will come when not
one stone will be left upon another; all will be 
thrown down.”

Luke’s source, the Gospel we call Mark, puts it even

more dramatically. 

As he came out of the temple, one of his disci-
ples said to him, ‘Look, Teacher, what large 

3



stones and what large buildings!’ Then Jesus 
asked him, ‘Do you see these great buildings? 
Not one stone will be left here upon another; all 
will be thrown down.’

The Second Temple was burned by the Romans in 

70 C.E. and was, in fact, thrown down, not one stone 

left upon another. While it stood, though, it was a very 

big deal, indeed, a wonder of the world, but less a sym-

bol of God's presence with his people than a symbol of 

Herod's wealth.

In our time, we've gotten a little jaded about impres-

sive buildings. We've gotten a little jaded about a lot of 

things. We take for granted what much of the world 

earnestly prays for – a stable government, a robust 

economy, and a peaceful transfer of power following 

elections. North Faroutistan holds phony elections, and 

the winner then imprisons the loser or worse. We have a

handshake. That is the way of our people and it has 
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served us well for 240 years.

Except this year. This year is different. This year 

was marked by rhetoric characterizing the other side as 

corrupt villains. This year was marked by suggestions 

that our elections are a farce and a fraud, and not to be 

trusted. We came perilously close, this year, to leaving 

not one stone upon another, turning our backs on more 

than 200 years of successful history. This year, we be-

came more clannish, and more incomprehensible to one

another, just as David Brooks wrote. We have retreated 

to our tribal bunkers in which a man hears what he 

wants to hear and disregards the rest. The election is 

now over, but the forces which were unleashed are still 

with us. It is not the end. It is the beginning for those of 

us who claim the name of Christ, for we are the ones 

who are to bring the message of God’s sovereignty to a 

world drunk on its own tribal brew. That message will 
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not be received gladly by those who feel their tribe’s 

prominence to be under attack.

But before all this occurs, they will arrest you 
and persecute you; they will hand you over to 
synagogues and prisons, and you will be 
brought before kings and governors because of 
my name. This will give you an opportunity to 
testify.

An opportunity to testify, church! Clinton actually 

won the popular vote. That means that more than half 

the voters voted against the candidate who won.  Those 

people are now stunned and shocked. They are afraid. 

They are in real pain and cry out for comfort. It is we 

who are to bring it. I cannot believe that our faith de-

mands only that we confess Jesus as Lord then requires 

nothing further of us and no further responsibility to-

wards God’s children until we die beyond showing up 

in church each Sunday, when convenient. I cannot get 
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my arms around so idle and trifling a Christianity. I be-

lieve, instead, that we who bear the name of Christ are 

to proclaim the fear of God’s sovereignty to a world 

which values only its own comfort, and the comfort of 

God’s sovereignty to those who fear. In short, we are 

called to lead our neighbors out of their tribal bunkers, 

back into the light for there is no salvation in the dark-

ness where they huddle, however comfortable they may

find it.

We have completed this toxic political season. We 

have suffered, as a consequence, a self-inflicted wound 

which will require healing. There is no healing apart 

from submission to God’s sovereignty, and it is to that 

end we Christians are to speak. We have wounded our-

selves. Let’s not do that again. Let’s find a way back to 

civility. Church, you have your work cut out for you. 

Bring reconciliation to a world which has lost its bal-
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ance. 

AMEN
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BENEDICTION

The time before us will be both a time of great test-

ing and a great opportunity for you to live within the 

task God has set for you. If your candidate won, be 

aware that your brothers and sisters who favored the 

other side are now in pain, fearful of what we will be-

come. If your candidate lost, be aware that the other 

side is now saddled with an enormous responsibility to 

knit together a people who have allowed themselves to 

be hateful toward each other. Remember,

That same power that broke prison chains, 
raised Lazarus from the dead, and parted 
the Red Sea, the same power that healed the 
blind man, and delivered the delirious from 
demons, that same power is at work still to-
day. God is the same. Yesterday, today, and 
forever. May we stand together and pray for 
God to heal our land, and strengthen His 
people. May we pray for all those in authori-
ty. May we pray for God’s miraculous inter-
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vening, for blind eyes to be opened, for many
to see the power of our Lord as never before.
We are never left to fend for ourselves, 
wrestling in worry, consumed with fear, or 
driven towards hate. God reminds us He is 
with us, He will help us, that He hasn't lost 
control, but has a plan. And His purposes 
will prevail. God hears our prayers, He 
knows our needs. There's great power in 
uniting together, turning our hearts towards 
God, and praying on behalf of America, our 
nation. Remembering today this powerful 
truth upon which this nation was founded. 
We are “One Nation Under God.” God is 
where our real hope is found, not in our 
leaders, not in our economy, not in the condi-
tion of our nation today, or any other day.2

The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be 
gracious to you; 
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give 
you peace. 

2 http://debbiemcdaniel.com/2016/05/05/prayer-nation-25-verses-hope/
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Optional parts of the readings are set off in square brackets.

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Re-
vised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of 
the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, and used by permission.

The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.

Sermon Copyright © 2016 J. Stewart Schneider
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