
The Lessons Appointed for Use on the

Sunday closest to July 13

Proper 10

Year A

RCL

 

Isaiah 55:10-13
Psalm 65:1-8
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people 

who call upon you, and grant that they may know and 

understand what things they ought to do, and also may 

have grace and power faithfully to accomplish them; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen.
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Isaiah 55:10-13

As the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
and do not return there until they have watered the earth,

making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,

so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.

For you shall go out in joy,
and be led back in peace;

the mountains and the hills before you
shall burst into song,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.

Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;

and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial,
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.
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Psalm 65: (1-8), 9-14 Page 672 or 673, BCP

Te decet hymnus

1 You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; 
to you shall vows be performed in Jerusalem.

2 To you that hear prayer shall all flesh come, 
because of their transgressions.

3 Our sins are stronger than we are, 
but you will blot them out.

4 Happy are they whom you choose
and draw to your courts to dwell there! 
they will be satisfied by the beauty of your house,
by the holiness of your temple.

5 Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness,
O God of our salvation, 
O Hope of all the ends of the earth
and of the seas that are far away.

6 You make fast the mountains by your power; 
they are girded about with might.

7 You still the roaring of the seas, 
the roaring of their waves,
and the clamor of the peoples.

8 Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your marvelous signs; 
you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy.
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Matthew 13:1-9,18-23

Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 

Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into 

a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the

beach. And he told them many things in parables, say-

ing: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he 

sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came 

and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, 

where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up 

quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the 

sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no 

root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among 

thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other 

seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a 

hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with 

ears listen!”

“Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone 
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hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand 

it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown 

in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for 

what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who 

hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet

such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, 

and when trouble or persecution arises on account of 

the word, that person immediately falls away. As for 

what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears 

the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of 

wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for 

what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears 

the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and 

yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and 

in another thirty.”
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SERMON

When I was a kid, we boys noticed that the neighbor’s

cat had grown strangely plump about her middle. One 

summer day we found her in a box around back, and to 

our great surprise, she was producing kittens! Of course

we boys had some dim idea about how babies arrived, 

but this was our first first-hand experience, you might 

say. She had a large litter and one by one they emerged 

all wet and fairly icky looking. We were boys! Any-

thing icky looking fascinated us. At last, the final kitten 

emerged, but it was not moving. It was in a sort of sack,

we saw, but it was still. Mama cat set about franticly 

licking, carefully removing the sack and stimulating the

still little body. We were scarcely breathing. After what 

seemed like hours, one tiny paw moved then another 

then the tiny mouth opened and we all spontaneously 

inhaled together as if to help the tiny helpless thing grab
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her first breath. Only when it was clear that she was 

breathing on her own did mama cat return her attention 

to the rest of her family, nudging each one to her 

breasts to be nourished.

Strange story, don’t you think? You would expect 

mama cat to give up on the little dead baby and con-

serve her resources for the healthy kittens. Instead, she 

did the opposite of what you would think, allowing the 

healthy kittens to look after themselves for a time while

she devoted all her efforts to preserving this one, tiny, 

life. Her love for that one kitten outweighed everything.

We affirm that God loves His children, but I wonder if 

we really believe it?

Anthony de Mello was an Indian Jesuit priest, writer, 

and psychotherapist. His books on spirituality are filled 

with wonderful little gems. Here’s one:

“Allow me to explain the good news my reli-
gion proclaims,” said the preacher. The 
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Master was all attention. “God is love. And 
God loves and rewards us forever if we ob-
serve God's commandments.” 
“If ?” said the Master. “Then the news isn't 
all that good, is it?”1

We proclaim that God is love and we live in hope of 

God’s rewards, yet we feel no compunction about pro-

claiming that God’s love is conditional. That strikes me 

(and Father de Mello) as very odd, indeed. If mama cat,

exhausted after delivering her litter of kittens, can ex-

pend so much of her remaining resources on a useless 

lump of cat meat that is clearly dead, why do we think 

God has less love available for His children than mama 

cat had for hers? Why do we think God loves only those

of His Children that obey His Commandments? 

It’s not just us, if that’s any comfort. I heard the BBC 

interview a general in Iraq. The interviewer noted that 

there were a lot of cartridge cases on the ground and the

1 Awakening: Conversations with the Masters (Anthony De Mello)
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general confirmed that there had been much shooting. 

This sectarian violence is between Shia and Sunni, who 

worship the same God we worship. (“Allah” is just the 

Arabic word for “God” and let’s keep in mind that 

God’s name is not “God” in any event). The general 

shared with the interviewer his belief that there had 

been a divine revelation that his side would win this 

war. That’s a singular thing for a Muslim engaged in 

deadly warfare with other Muslims to say in the face of 

Islamic Scripture which teaches:

Whosoever shows enmity to someone devot-
ed to Me, I shall be at war with him. 2

As we learned last Sunday, Shia and Sunni both re-

vere Mohammad and both worship the same God, yet 

they are murdering each other and feel perfectly justi-

fied in so doing since it is clear to both sides that each 

represents the true faith and the other represents people 
2 Sahih al-Bukhari is a collection of hadith compiled by Imam Muhammad al-Bukhari (d.870 AD). His collection is recog-
nized by the overwhelming majority of the Muslim world to be the most authentic collection of reports of the Sunnah of the
Prophet Muhammad.
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God cannot love. Once you have convinced yourself 

that God’s love is conditional and that God loves best 

the things you do, you can convince yourself that peo-

ple like yourself are going to heaven when they die 

while the rest are going to hell, and the sooner the bet-

ter.

I wonder if Jesus saw it this same way?

“Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he 
sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the 
birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on
rocky ground, where they did not have much 
soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had
no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they 
were scorched; and since they had no root, 
they withered away. Other seeds fell among 
thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 
them. Other seeds fell on good soil and 
brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some 
sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears 
listen!”

Jesus tells us that the seed is the word of the kingdom.
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The seed is scattered widely, including onto vulnerable 

areas where it may be snatched away and into lives of 

trouble where God’s children may be too overwhelmed 

by care to receive it, as well as onto those who can 

make it grow. I don’t hear Jesus condemning those who

are too overwhelmed by life to receive the word for the 

state of their lives. I do hear Jesus saying that the har-

vest, a hundredfold, sixty-fold, thirty-fold will be pro-

duced by those whose lives are able to receive the word.

God’s word is scattered to all of His Children, wherever

they are in life’s journey, even though so many are so 

heavily laden by life and its burdens that they cannot 

hear the word effectively yet God knows that the har-

vest will be sufficient. 

Sufficient for what? Sufficient to proclaim the king-

dom of God, the Second Testament, the New Covenant.

What in the world can that mean? In the kingdom of 
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God, what is demanded of those children who receive 

the word as good soil? It must certainly mean some-

thing more than business as usual. Jesus was cruelly 

killed for mentioning it!

In 1939, shortly before the beginning of World War 

II, some Jews in Germany saw that they must leave or 

face death. Leaving was not easy. The Nazis had taken 

their jobs, and imposed heavy fees on Jews wishing to 

leave. Additionally, many countries, including the Unit-

ed States had immigration quotas limiting the number 

of visas for Jews. One offer of hope for these people 

was the liner MS St. Louis. The plan was that 937 Jew-

ish refugees would be taken to Cuba where they could 

wait until the U.S. quotas would allow them entry. I 

don’t want to drag this out, but the short answer is that 

they were denied entry to Cuba while the U.S. Coast 

Guard prevented them from landing in the U.S. and 
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Canada equally refused them entry. They returned to 

Europe where historians estimate 25% of them died in 

concentration camps. You may have seen the story in 

the 1976 movie, “Voyage of the Damned”.

Now, with the benefit of hindsight, why would we 

have done that? Those refusing them entry could, with-

out question, point to the immigration laws. They could 

say, “There are rules and laws; they are there for a rea-

son. Just because one disagrees with said laws or rules 

is no excuse to break them.” That’s a powerful argu-

ment, respect for the laws. 

Those refusing them entry might have constructed a 

“thin end of the wedge” argument saying that if we let 

in the 937, we would have to open our arms to all their 

family members on other ships as well. There were mil-

lions of Gypsies, Jews, handicapped non-Aryans and 

homosexuals in Germany in 1939 and the Third Reich 
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had declared war on them all. We couldn’t take them 

all, so better we don’t take any. That’s an even more 

persuasive argument. We don’t have the resources to 

address the misery of all that suffer in the world. Of 

course, we do think we have the resources to be the 

world’s policeman, but it’s easier to blow stuff up than 

it is to heal a child.

Or perhaps the case was made that the Jews were un-

hygienic and would introduce foreign diseases, or that 

they might threaten our national security. Lots of argu-

ments, but they beg the question. We sent many of them

to their deaths. With the perspective of history to aid us,

does this argument make us feel any better about that? 

Do any of these arguments make us feel any better 

about turning them away, looking back on it from the 

perspective of 2014? From our perspective, do we now 

think we did the right thing? What would mama cat tell 
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us?

There is a debate raging right now over what should 

be done about unaccompanied children illegally cross-

ing our borders, an estimated 57,000. This debate is 

generating just those arguments I speculated might have

been heard in 1939. The decisions we make now will 

determine how our children and grandchildren judge us.

I would suggest again that if you haven’t watched the 

movie, “Year of Living Dangerously”, do so. Pay atten-

tion to this conversation between Guy, a western jour-

nalist, and Billy, a native translator, taken from Luke 3:

BILLY – And the people asked him, saying, What shall

we do then? 

GUY – What's that?

BILLY – It's from Luke, chapter three, verse ten. What 
then must we do? Tolstoy asked the same question. 
He wrote a book with that title. He got so upset 
about the poverty in Moscow that he went one night
into the poorest section and just gave away all his 
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money. You could do that now. Five American dol-
lars would be a fortune to one of these people.

GUY – Wouldn't do any good, just be a drop in the 
ocean.

BILLY – Ahh, that's the same conclusion Tolstoy came 
to, I disagree.

GUY – Oh, what's your solution?
BILLY – Well, I support the view that you just don't 

think about the major issues. You do whatever you 
can about the misery that's in front of you. Add 
your light to the sum of light. 

I don’t have any answers for the question posed by the

children crossing our borders that are any better than 

the one Billy gave, “Well, I support the view that you 

just don't think about the major issues. You do whatever

you can about the misery that's in front of you. Add 

your light to the sum of light.” Mama cat didn’t pause 

to estimate the chances of the kitten’s survival, or both-

er herself with what her proper policy should be toward 

all struggling animals. She just responded to the misery 
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which was in front of her, adding her light to the sum of

light. The misery of these children is before us. What 

shall we do then?

AMEN
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Patricia Gilbert — The vehemence against these chil-

dren has been appalling. I have asked myself what 

kind of a people have we become that we would 

turn children seeking asylum away. Doesn't anyone 

remember the boats of Jewish children turned away 

during the war? have we learned nothing? Are our 

hearts really that hardened?

Jackie Ross Flaum — The problem is the fear that these

kids will bring their parents once they are legal resi-

dents. I can not imagine how they got here without 

support of relatives or other adults...... I sense they 

were sent ahead by adults. I think they ought to be 

sent back immediately and/or a process adopted 

where their relatives can NEVER come and remain 

in the US. I would not object to immediately termi-

nating parental rights for parents who did not claim 
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their kids in say 6-8 months. I am suspicious of all 

this.

10 hrs · Like · 1

Jeremy James So what if their parents come too? If 

there was a war on our Southern border would we 

turn them away? They are refugees just the same. I 

have walked the streets of Guatemala, seen the 

scars of decades of violence, driven past the gang 

controlled neighborhoods. It is a war zone in many 

places and these are refugees. I read once about a 

fiction called Compassionate Conservatism, maybe 

we can turn that previous fiction into present day 

fact.

9 hrs · Like · 1

Elliott Gollihue Well I will reply with my normal con-
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servative approach Stew ( with all due respect of 

course) In response to East Germany's sealed bor-

ders, it wasn't the East Germans that wanted that 

but Stalins communist influence that split that 

country against their wishes. We are not splitting 

out country into military districts and sealing our 

borders...we are enforcing laws put in place to pro-

tect our national security (borders)

Now....I don't call them refugees but illegal immi-

grants. I understand they’re kids but where is the 

compassion for American kids caught up in poverty

and homelessness? What about American orphans?

These Central American "kids" bring with them dis-

eases not to mention kids do not have immuniza-

tions. I am not pointing fingers at President Obama 
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because I truly don't think he has an answer. I don't 

have the answer either but am scared of the prece-

dent we are setting by allowing it to continue

8 hrs · Like · 2

Charlie Caperton There are rules and laws, they are 

there for a reason. Just because one disagrees with 

said laws or rules is no excuse to break them.

3 hrs · Like

Stew Schneider So....we should send them back to the 

violence they fled? That was the statistic that start-

ed this -- they are fleeing violence. We should send 

them back to it? When the oil-producing nations 

start murdering each other, it is worth the cost of 

American lives for us to go be the world's police-

man, but when refugees fleeing for their lives come 

to our borders, it's none of our concern? 
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I need to think about that if that is what America 

has become. I pray you are wrong.

1 hr · Like

Stew Schneider Jackie, I think their families assisted 

them, too. If you lived in a place such as Jeremy 

James is telling you about, and you saw a way to 

get your children out of danger, what would you 

do?

1 hr · Like

Charlie Caperton Seems to me, much like Jackie stated 

earlier and was completely spot on, it seems a bit 

fishy to me. How exactly did these children manage

to make it to the border without assistance and if so,

shouldn't there be steps taken to ensure that they 

aren't being used as anchors for so called parents to 
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hitch a ride over?

1 hr · Like · 1

Stew Schneider Charlie Caperton, after our experiences 

in the Viet Nam era, I don't think "My country right

or wrong" is very persuasive. As my conservative 

friends remind me, opposing unjust laws is pretty 

much what America is all about. The participants in

the Boston Tea Party would disagree with your con-

clusion.

1 hr · Edited · Like

Jeremy James BTW, there is no such thing as an anchor

child.

1 hr · Like

Stew Schneider (It might be good to note that Jeremy 
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James has been there, as a missionary, so his obser-

vations are important to the discussion.)

1 hr · Like

Charlie Caperton I would disagree Jeremy, after living 

on the southern border on both coasts it is very 

much a real case. I could cite several example of 

kids I went to school with whose parents crossed or 

arrived illegally and were born in the states

1 hr · Like

Jeremy James That said, laws written by men can be 

unwritten by men. These are refugees, and if Tur-

key blocked their border to prevent Iraqi refugees 

from fleeing then we'd have screamed about com-

passion for our neighbors. But since it's us and 

there isn't a declared war in those countries we call 
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them illegals because it makes it easier for us to 

turn our backs on them. 

They may have had children here but there isn't a 

law that allows them to stay because of that. I've 

heard that used for a decade now, and it wasn't any 

truer then.

1 hr · Edited · Unlike · 1

Charlie Caperton And I'm not discounting your experi-

ences at all Jeremy. Mission work is truly eye open-

ing for anyone who has made those trips.

1 hr · Like

Jeremy James Couple points from previous posts in this

thread:

1) Our increased Southern birder security has zero
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to do with national security, evidence A our Cana-

dian border is much longer, and no wall. Evidence 

B every single 9/11 terrorist entered legally

 through Canada. Any who are going to strike is 

will have the means to cross our borders easily.

2) American orphans are cared for, with housing, 

medical care and education. I'm trying to figure out 

how we aren't caring for them. Fostering obviously 

isn't perfect but on the whole the system works.

3) Central American kids (not sure why the quotes 

were needed since that's what they are...kids) come 

with diseases...well immunizations are cheap. But 

then heck we have a growing population of citizens 

here in America that are refusing those same immu-

nizations.
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4) a pro-illegal protestor had a stupid sign at a 

protest. Lot's of people have stupid signs at protests.

The agenda driven media likes to find the stupid 

one's and out them on tv to use them as representa-

tive of the whole.

Last thing I promise; 

If as a parent I was forced to choose between my 

children starving, being murdered, getting pulled 

into gangs or having to commit a misdemeanor with

a chance of safety, shelter and food. I would be irre-

sponsible to my children. My only question is why 

there aren't MORE families beating down that 

stupid ineffective wall.

1 hr · Like
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Charlie Caperton Were any of these children immedi-

ately faced with the scenarios mentioned? Perhaps 

some and perhaps there's more to this than just a 

bus of children. Still think Jackie was spot on to be 

cautious.

1 hr · Like

Jeremy James Yes. They all are. We work with a girls 

home in Guatemala and the risk of the girls falling 

into the sex trade down there is extremely high. 

Murders in broad daylight while riding public trans-

portation are common. Getting swept into gangs 

like "18" in Guatemala City is very real. The rural 

areas remind you more of what the Western US set-

tlers dealt with, lawlessness. We personally know 

missionaries who have had their homes robbed by 

armed gunmen in broad daylight, they have had the 
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windows of their home shot out while the family 

laid flat on the floor. 

Is the threat real?

Yes

1 hr · Edited · Like

Elliott Gollihue Jeremy, with all due respect on your 

National Security comment. I believe you are far 

from being correct here. Two reasons. Canada pos-

es no threat to the US. Minus 911, look at history... 

Recall Germany trying to get Mexico to join them 

against the US in WW 1...is that not a threat against

our national security? Border protection has every-

thing to do with national security and if you have 

ever studied homeland security or military doctrine 

you would understand that.
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Immunizations? Seriously? Just because a very very

small percentage of Americans refuse immuniza-

tions ( and I mean small because of school entry 

regulations) it makes it ok and provides an excuse 

to accept sick illegals ( 1/3 reported as having TB). 

No it does not. 

Now I also understand your point about the Kurd 

refugees going to Turkey. 

Now are we really taking care of our homeless? All 

orphans? And don't get me started on our nation-

wide foster care system. It is broken my friend.

Finally, I would respectfully agree to disagree with 

you on most issues For this one reason. What is be-

ing done is illegal and that is a fact. It is not accept-

able to me as a conservative American. There is a 

process for entry into the US....use it! It kills me to 
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see liberalism like this ruin our country and that is 

what it is.

48 mins · Edited · Like

Elliott Gollihue Also Jeremy, I would like to thank you 

for your missionary work and service to those coun-

tries. Truly those countries governments could pro-

vide viable options or solutions to their countries 

growing problems....See More

43 mins · Edited · Like

Jeremy James So a wall that doesn't even cover the en-

tire border of Mexico is a national security mea-

sure? Two words "go around". No wall built to 

keep an enemy out has ever succeeded, the French 

learned this, as did the English, as did the Germans,

as did the Chinese. They all failed, and this one is 
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and will be no different.

Immunizations are cheap. And yes the foster sys-

tem has problems, but on the whole it takes care of 

a need. We read about the failures never the suc-

cesses.

As far as the system of immigration in the US, it 

too is broken and the quotas that are biased against 

poor nations prove the injustice inherent in it, not to

mention a $500 fee. Mind you $5 per day is the av-

erage working wage for many adults in Guatemala. 

As for those governments providing viable op-

tions, hardly. In Guatemala they had to merge the 

police force with the military just to try and provide

greater security. It hasn't worked. Those countries 
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don't have the resources, Guatemala is a decade out 

of a 30 year civil war that our CIA started and now 

we're going to give them the bootstraps talk?!

30 mins · Like · 1

Elliott Gollihue Jeremy, not sure where the wall com-

ment came from but it wasn't me. I am just con-

cerned about our borders for illegals and drug 

smuggling (Cartels). But I do think a constructed 

wall would work though. Luckily, we are in a dif-

ferent situation than France, Germany, and China 

which were all faced with a military force not ille-

gals immigrants

11 mins · Edited · Like

Jeremy James My first time in Guatemala I looked up at

the 10 foot brick wall that surrounded our com-
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pound and the rings of barbed wire that circled it 

and I asked our host, "So what's with the barbed 

wire?" His response was simple, "It keeps the hon-

est people honest." Meaning that the real criminals, 

one one's you really have to worry about aren't wor-

ried about a little barbed wire.

For me this is a huge issue with my faith and it 

comes back to a repeated theme throughout scrip-

ture; Lev 19:33-34

"When an alien resides with you in your land, you

shall not oppress the alien. The alien who resides 

with you shall be to you as the citizen among you; 

you shall love the alien as yourself, for you were 

aliens in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your 

God."

29



Optional parts of the readings are set off in square brackets.

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Re-
vised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of 
the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, and used by permission.

The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.

Sermon Copyright © 2014 J. Stewart Schneider

So it seems as if we have three courses open to us.

1. We must apply ourselves to strict obedience to God’s

commandments in order to be good enough to win 

salvation. In this case we are our own savior.

2. We must apply ourselves to strict obedience to God’s

commandments, with the aid of God, to be good 

enough to win salvation. In this case we are our 

own savior, and God is our assistant.
3. We must confess our total inability to be “good enough” to win God’s love and in-

stead pay attention to the powerful sermon preached by mother cat and her stillborn kit-

ten. 
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