
The Lessons Appointed for Use on
the

Sunday closest to September 14

Proper 19
Year C RCL

Psalm 51:1-11
1 Timothy 1:12-17
Luke 15:1-10

O God, because without you we are not able to 

please you, mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may 

in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen.
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Psalm 51:1-11

Miserere mei, Deus
1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your lov-

ing-kindness; *
in your great compassion blot out my offenses.

2 Wash me through and through from my wickedness *
and cleanse me from my sin.

3 For I know my transgressions, *
and my sin is ever before me.

4 Against you only have I sinned *
and done what is evil in your sight.

5 And so you are justified when you speak *
and upright in your judgment.

6 Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth, *
a sinner from my mother's womb.

7 For behold, you look for truth deep within me, *
and will make me understand wisdom secretly.

8 Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure; *
wash me, and I shall be clean indeed.

9 Make me hear of joy and gladness, *
that the body you have broken may rejoice.

10 Hide your face from my sins *
and blot out all my iniquities.
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11 Create in me a clean heart, O God, *
and renew a right spirit within me.
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1 Timothy 1:12-17

I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has 

strengthened me, because he judged me faithful and ap-

pointed me to his service, even though I was formerly a 

blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. But I 

received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbe-

lief, and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with 

the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. The saying is 

sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus 

came into the world to save sinners – of whom I am the 

foremost. But for that very reason I received mercy, so 

that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display 

the utmost patience, making me an example to those 

who would come to believe in him for eternal life. To 

the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, 

be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.
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Luke 15:1-7

All the tax collectors and sinners were coming near 

to listen to Jesus. And the Pharisees and the scribes 

were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sin-

ners and eats with them.”

So he told them this parable: “Which one of you, 

having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, does 

not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after 

the one that is lost until he finds it? When he has found 

it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. And when he 

comes home, he calls together his friends and neigh-

bors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found

my sheep that was lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there will be 

more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than 

over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repen-
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tance.
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SERMON

So he told them this parable: “Which one of 
you, having a hundred sheep and losing one 
of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in 
the wilderness and go after the one that is 
lost until he finds it?

Every person listening knew the answer to that 

question. The answer to Jesus’ question, “Which one of 

you does not leave the ninety-nine and go after the lost 

one”, is “nobody does that”. No one leaves his flock 

unattended to go off searching for one lost sheep. That’s

meshugaas! Meshugaas is one of my favorite Yiddish 

words from my childhood. It means crazy or irresponsi-

ble. A man who acts in this way is a meshuggener. Only

a meshuggener would leave his flock unattended to 

chase after one lost sheep! And on top of it, he’s going 

to throw a party and tell his friends and family about the

meshugaas thing he did? Oy! Better he should keep his 
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mouth shut.

Here, in a nutshell, we have the contrast between 

the kingdom of God and the kingdom of man. Within 

our common experience – the kingdom of man – only a 

meshuggener would risks his assets in this way in pur-

suit of such a tiny reward. In the kingdom of God, there

are no assets more valuable than the least of these and 

great is the rejoicing when him who was lost is found.

Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in 
heaven over one sinner who repents than 
over ninety-nine righteous persons who 
need no repentance.

Jesus teaches that there is more joy in heaven over 

one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous 

persons who need no repentance. That's a little upset-

ting, wouldn't you say? You have, no doubt, put your-

self to considerable trouble to live a life in accord with 

the teachings of Jesus, but heaven is happier about one 
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soul that has done nothing but sin all his live-long days 

then had a “come to Jesus moment” than it is over all 

your effort? That’s no fair! No wonder the Pharisees 

were upset with Jesus! It’s an offense to common sense!

When we run up against a teaching of Jesus which 

challenges our common sense understanding of the way

the world works, we can either believe Him, or find a 

way to compromise.  We often do that by imagining 

that heaven is the Kingdom of God but we have to live 

here in the practical kingdom of man, so we have to 

compromise in the hopes that we will get something 

better in heaven. I am moved again to sing. Forgive me 

in advance:

Long haired preachers go out every night
And they tell you what’s wrong and what’s right
If you ask them for something to eat
They reply in voices so sweet.
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You will eat
Bye and bye
In that beautiful land beyond the sky.
Work and pray
Live on hay
You’ll have pie in the sky when you die.

Nonsense! That's meshugaas! You think God went 

to the trouble to know you and bring you forth on this 

earth just to bide your time until you get to heaven? 

God has stones that sit and bide their time. He needs 

you to help them do this? When Jesus contrasts the 

Kingdom of God with the way we have messed up all 

creation, He is showing us our task – to bring the latter 

into closer agreement with the former. It is our reason 

for being. A few of weeks ago, I shared with you this 

thought:

Do not be daunted by the enormity of the 
world's grief. 
Do justly, now.
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Love mercy, now.
Walk humbly, now.
You are not obligated to complete the work 
but neither are you free to abandon it.

 I REALLY want you to write that sentence on the 

inside of your eyeballs so you see it the last thing when 

you lie down to sleep and the first thing when you 

awake in the morning. 

“You are not obligated to complete the work 
but neither are you free to abandon it.”

 What Jesus is suggesting in this parable is 

meshugaas only if we insist on measuring the Kingdom 

of God by the yardstick of our common understanding. 

When they disagree, we SHOULD be on notice that 

something in our common understanding needs to 

change. Unfortunately, we convince ourselves that we 

will have pie in the sky when we die, but for now, here 

on earth, the ideals of our faith must wait. That is NOT 
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the teaching of Jesus and Jesus certainly did nothing of 

that sort of compromising. He reached out to the lost 

souls of his time and was repaid by the religious author-

ities of the time, practical men of the world, in poor 

coin, indeed.

All the tax collectors and sinners were com-
ing near to listen to Jesus. And the Pharisees
and the scribes were grumbling and saying, 
“This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with 
them.”

Any man of the world knows that righteous people 

only associate with other righteous people, otherwise 

the bad would rub off on them. Jesus says no to that, 

and to get their attention, He shocked them. He used a 

shepherd as the centerpiece of His teaching. We hear 

“shepherd” and attach a lot of romantic nonsense to the 

word that would baffle a first century listener. A shep-

herd in the first century was not an honored man. Shep-
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herding was listed among the despised trades by the 

rabbis, along with camel drivers, sailors, gamblers with 

dice, dyers and tax collectors. They were seen as shift-

less, thieving, trespassing hirelings. We understand the 

actions of the shepherd in Jesus' parable as representing

the positive actions of God, seeking out that which was 

lost, but those hearing Jesus' words would have been 

shocked by the parable as much as they were offended 

to learn that God celebrates the repentance of a sinner 

more than the righteousness of the ninety-nine who had 

gone to enormous trouble to live within the Covenant. 

This is a hard teaching to hear if you’re one of those 

guys! It’s meshugaas on the face of it!

Or maybe not. Maybe it’s our view of the world 

which is meshugaas. Hear Jesus’ description of the 

shepherd’s actions after finding his lost sheep.
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When he has found it, he lays it on his 
shoulders and rejoices. And when he comes 
home, he calls together his friends and 
neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me,
for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 

He lays that sheep on his own shoulders and rejoic-

es. That is a gesture of affection. Jesus is telling us that 

the Kingdom of God values the individual, not just as a 

part of a flock, but individually. When you have stuck 

your foot in it and departed from the New Covenant, it 

is God who seeks you out and God who rejoices when 

you have come to yourself and repented. It is God, 

Himself, who lifts you onto His shoulders and bears 

you back to the flock. It is God, Himself, who rejoices. 

That, church, is a powerful teaching! We like to think in

shorthand that this life is like an SAT test, with a score 

at the end. Jesus is teaching that there is great celebra-

tion in heaven EACH time we are returned to the flock. 

8



The author of 1 Timothy reminds us:

The saying is sure and worthy of full accep-
tance, that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners – of whom I am the foremost.
But for that very reason I received mercy, so
that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ 
might display the utmost patience, making 
me an example to those who would come to 
believe in him for eternal life. To the King of
the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, 
be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

There's no example more persuasive than a bad one 

turned good. 

AMEN

9



BENEDICTION

St. Teresa of Avila said, “Christ has no body now on

earth but yours; yours are the only hands with which he 

can do his work, yours are the only feet with which he 

can go about the world, yours are the only eyes through 

which his compassion can shine forth upon a troubled 

world. Christ has no body on earth now but yours.”

God has a plan that involves you, individually. It 

may involve you as part of a group as well, but every-

one has a reason for being here, and that purpose re-

quires each of us to be where we are supposed to be.

The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be 
gracious to you; 
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give 
you peace. 
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Optional parts of the readings are set off in square brackets.

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Re-
vised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of 
the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, and used by permission.

The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.

Sermon Copyright © 2016 J. Stewart Schneider
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