
The Lessons Appointed for Use on
the

Sunday closest to October 12

Proper 23
Year C RCL

2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c
Psalm 111
Luke 17:11-19

Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede 

and follow us, that we may continually be given to good

works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

for ever. Amen.
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2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c

Naaman, commander of the army of the king of 

Aram1, was a great man and in high favor with his mas-

ter2, because by him the LORD had given victory to 

Aram. The man, though a mighty warrior, suffered from

leprosy. Now the Arameans on one of their raids had 

taken a young girl captive from the land of Israel, and 

she served Naaman’s wife. She said to her mistress, “If 

only my lord were with the prophet who is in Samaria! 

He would cure him of his leprosy.”

When the king of Israel3 read the letter, he tore his 

clothes and said, “Am I God, to give death or life, that 

this man sends word to me to cure a man of his leprosy?

Just look and see how he is trying to pick a quarrel with

me.”

1 A region of central Syria in which present-day Aleppo is located.
2 That would be King Ben-Hadad II of Syria. 
3 King Joram of Israel, 9th century b.c.
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But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king

of Israel had torn his clothes, he sent a message to the 

king, “Why have you torn your clothes? Let him come 

to me, that he may learn that there is a prophet in Is-

rael.” So Naaman came with his horses and chariots, 

and halted at the entrance of Elisha’s house. Elisha sent 

a messenger to him, saying, “Go, wash in the Jordan 

seven times, and your flesh shall be restored and you 

shall be clean.” But Naaman became angry and went 

away, saying, “I thought that for me he would surely 

come out, and stand and call on the name of the LORD 

his God, and would wave his hand over the spot, and 

cure the leprosy! Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers 

of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could 

I not wash in them, and be clean?” He turned and went 

away in a rage. But his servants approached and said to 

him, “Father, if the prophet had commanded you to do 
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something difficult, would you not have done it? How 

much more, when all he said to you was, `Wash, and be 

clean’?” So he went down and immersed himself seven 

times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of

God; his flesh was restored like the flesh of a young 

boy, and he was clean.4

Then he returned to the man of God, he and all his 

company; he came and stood before him and said, 

“Now I know that there is no God in all the earth except

in Israel.”

4 Christian theology (c.f. Luke 4:27) depict Naaman as an example for the will of God to save people who are considered
by men as less than pious and unworthy of salvation.
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Psalm 111

Confitebor tibi
1 Hallelujah!

I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, 
*
in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation.

2 Great are the deeds of the LORD! *
they are studied by all who delight in them.

3 His work is full of majesty and splendor, *
and his righteousness endures for ever.

4 He makes his marvelous works to be remembered; *
the LORD is gracious and full of compassion.

5 He gives food to those who fear him; *
he is ever mindful of his covenant.

6 He has shown his people the power of his works *
in giving them the lands of the nations.

7 The works of his hands are faithfulness and justice; *
all his commandments are sure.

8 They stand fast for ever and ever, *
because they are done in truth and equity.

9 He sent redemption to his people;
he commanded his covenant for ever; *
holy and awesome is his Name.
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10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; *
those who act accordingly have a good understand-
ing;
his praise endures for ever
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Luke 17:11-19

On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through 

the region between Samaria and Galilee. As he entered 

a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their dis-

tance, they called out, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mer-

cy on us!” When he saw them, he said to them, “Go and

show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they 

were made clean. Then one of them, when he saw that 

he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud 

voice. He prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked 

him. And he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus asked, “Were 

not ten made clean? But the other nine, where are they? 

Was none of them found to return and give praise to 

God except this foreigner?” Then he said to him, “Get 

up and go on your way; your faith has made you well.”

7



SERMON

There is a preacher's resource that I have used for 

decades called “The Interpreter's Bible”. It's an enor-

mous set of twelve volumes and weighs, oh, 58 pounds 

(Not that I actually weighed it. Cause that would be sil-

ly....). There are actually two editions of the Interpreter's

Bible – the 1954 edition which was a gift to me from 

First Christian Church, and the “New Interpreter's 

Bible”, which this congregation bought for me. 

Generally, I reach for the newer edition. It's more 

up-to-date, but sometimes, when I'm stuck, or particu-

larly troubled, I'll look at the 1954 edition – maybe just 

because it's followed me around so long. This week I 

pulled down Volume 3, tattered dust jacket and all, and 

looked up our passage from 2 Kings. Immediately, my 

eye fell on this comment:

Naaman the Syrian – He was . . . a mighty 
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man of valor, but he was a leper.

To how many men in the world's history do 
these words apply? They were mighty in in-
tellect, mighty in capacity, but they were not 
whole and sound of soul. Hence their great 
abilities brought no good to the world or 
even to themselves. Had they been cured of 
their leprosy, what names they might have 
written on the scrolls of time! Or today there
may be found proud and forceful men who 
ride high, achieve wealth and position, and 
yet are lepers. Some hidden moral defect 
cancels their real abilities, prevents them 
from attaining lives of positive influence, 
from commanding the confidence and re-
spect of their fellow men. Mighty men, but 
lepers!

“Men mighty in intellect, mighty in capacity, but 

they were not whole and sound of soul”. That sends 

shivers up and down my spine. I listen to the political 

speeches this fall and the thought that comes to me is 

this: are we seeking a leader to guide us to our future, or
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are we merely seeking a villain to hate? “Vote for me 

because my skin is like the flesh of a young boy, and I 

am clean. I'm your only hope to escape the leper who is 

running against me.”

Nonsense! All have sinned and fallen short of the 

grace of God. We know this, but we seem to constantly 

forget it. That seems to be our way.

We do need to be clear about one medical aspect of 

this passage. We’re not talking about Hanson’s Disease 

– the terrible illness we call leprosy. That gift to the 

middle east came from Alexander the Great’s forces, 

and they won’t arrive for another 500 years. Tanach 

says that Naaman was a mezora, and that means some-

one afflicted with a skin disease that produces sores and

eruptions on the skin. The linguistic root of the Hebrew 

word may mean "smiting", as a punishment for sin. 

What afflicted Naaman was some skin disease other 
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than what we know as leprosy, but nonetheless some-

thing which produced symptoms visible to others. Naa-

man, although an accomplished general for his king, 

Ben-Hadad II, had a flaw which was visible to others 

and to himself and which he was interested in remov-

ing. 

Now the Arameans on one of their raids had
taken a young girl captive from the land of 
Israel, and she served Naaman’s wife. She 
said to her mistress, “If only my lord were 
with the prophet who is in Samaria! He 
would cure him of his leprosy.”

With this off-hand comment by a young Israelite 

girl, a frighteningly contemporary drama was set in mo-

tion. You see, Aram, Naaman’s country, was located in 

present-day Syria and included present-day Aleppo! 

The military victories Naaman brought to his king were 

against the Assyrians, modern northern Iraq, northeast-
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ern Syria, southeastern Turkey and the northwestern 

fringes of Iran, and the girl who spoke had been taken 

captive from Samaria, the north portion of today's West 

Bank. 

In response to her comment, Naaman made a re-

quest of the king of Syria who sent Naaman, a letter and

quite a bit of treasure to the king of Israel. Trouble im-

mediately ensued.

He went, taking with him ten talents of silver, 
six thousand shekels of gold, and ten sets of gar-
ments. He brought the letter to the king of Is-
rael, which read, ‘When this letter reaches you, 
know that I have sent to you my servant Naa-
man, that you may cure him of his leprosy.’ 
When the king of Israel read the letter, he tore 
his clothes and said, ‘Am I God, to give death or
life, that this man sends word to me to cure a 
man of his leprosy? Just look and see how he is 
trying to pick a quarrel with me.’

This is as contemporary as today's weather. The 
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mistrust, the flawed people, the misunderstandings, the 

barely concealed tribalism and hatred. This is us! This 

is where we have taken ourselves. We no longer see the 

world as offering choices of future, but only choices of 

evil, like our current political campaign. We are lepers, 

but unlike Naaman, we choose not to see our own lep-

rosy. We focus on the other side's eruptions! We've so 

poisoned ourselves that this election won't settle any-

thing. The resources of bile we have built up will con-

tinue to disfigure us long past the voting booth.

Naaman, however, is not such a fool as that. He rec-

ognized his flaw, and sought to expunge it. Can we be 

as wise as Naaman, or are we so fond of painting those 

who disagree with us in the darkest possible shade of 

black that we cannot see how it disfigures us?

Naaman arrived at Elisha's house. Faith in what he 

has been told of the prophet's healing powers has taken 
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him this far in his quest to restore himself to wholeness,

but now fails him as he trips spectacularly over his own 

pride. He is accustomed to being a big shot. When he 

got to Elisha’s house, however,

So Naaman came with his horses and chari-
ots, and halted at the entrance of Elisha’s 
house. Elisha sent a messenger to him, say-
ing, “Go, wash in the Jordan seven times, 
and your flesh shall be restored and you 
shall be clean.”

To put yourself in the hands of God for healing, to 

discern His path for you and to follow it, requires that 

we first abandon our pride. That was as difficult for 

Naaman as it is for all of us.

But Naaman became angry and went away, 
saying, “I thought that for me he would 
surely come out, and stand and call on the 
name of the Lord his God, and would wave 
his hand over the spot, and cure the leprosy!
Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of 
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Damascus, better than all the waters of Is-
rael? Could I not wash in them, and be 
clean?” He turned and went away in a rage. 

“Yeah, I know I have a problem, and yeah, I want to

cure it, but can’t I do it my way?”

No, you can’t. Your way has not worked. You want 

someone to wave his hand over the spot and do some 

magic by calling on God to do your bidding. It doesn’t 

work that way. The first step in healing is humility. That

is the step our world refuses to take. We, the whole 

world, not just America, wish to wave our airplanes 

over the middle east and call on God for the death of 

those who oppose us. Our way, by any measure, has not

worked. It will continue to not work because it is lep-

rous. It has been called “the myth of redemptive vio-

lence”, a fancy way of saying that might makes right. 

Whoever has the biggest bomb wins. As Tevyev said in 
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Fiddler on the Roof, “An eye for an eye, a tooth for a 

tooth. Wonderful. Soon the whole world will be blind 

and toothless.”

This infection, so prevalent in our world, is being 

played out in our political campaigns. Each side is 

spending their resources carpet bombing the other so 

that whoever wins will be so marked and disfigured that

his or her administration will begin mortally wounded. 

This will then assure the loser that he or she can spend 

the next four years saying “I told you so.” Somewhere 

in this miasma the welfare of the country is silently 

drowning.

You, and our brothers and sisters in churches the 

world around have a calling. We have found God to be 

faithful to His people. We have heard the voice of God 

speaking of a better way. We are obligated to make that 

known. I’m not speaking of proselytizing to gain more 
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members for our church. I’m speaking of bringing to 

the world’s attention that moving into a positive future 

is not begun by carpet bombing the opposition, that, in 

fact, carpet bombing the opposition is the way to assure 

no future. My friend, Rev. Lauri Clark, shared a church 

sign from Glen Echo Christian Church with me:

That's great advice. Naaman was finally convinced 

to do as Elisha said. He set aside his prejudice and 

pride, washed himself in the waters of Israel and be-

came clean. May we do likewise, church. May we do 

likewise.
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AMEN 
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BENEDICTION

Whether we are speaking of continuing the violence

in the middle east, or a presidential election, our way al-

ways seeks, first, to define an enemy. That's what we do

– we define someone or something which can be 

viewed as worse than we are, then we salve our con-

science by imagining that by opposing the enemy we 

created, we are acting righteously. Naaman was certain-

ly no friend of Israel, yet he was cleansed. Defining en-

emies is our way, the prideful way. God's way is other-

wise.

The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be 
gracious to you; 
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give 
you peace. 
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Optional parts of the readings are set off in square brackets.

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Re-
vised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of 
the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, and used by permission.

The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.

Sermon Copyright © 2016 J. Stewart Schneider
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