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Genesis 18:20-32
Psalm 85
Luke 11:1-13

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without 

whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: Increase and 

multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler 

and guide, we may so pass through things temporal, that 

we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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Genesis 18:20-32

The LORD said to Abraham, “How great is the outcry 

against Sodom and Gomorrah and how very grave their 

sin! I must go down and see whether they have done al-

together according to the outcry that has come to me; 

and if not, I will know.”

So the men turned from there, and went toward 

Sodom, while Abraham remained standing before the 

LORD. Then Abraham came near and said, “Will you 

indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked? Sup-

pose there are fifty righteous within the city; will you 

then sweep away the place and not forgive it for the 

fifty righteous who are in it? Far be it from you to do 

such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so 

that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from 

you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is 
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just?” And the LORD said, “If I find at Sodom fifty 

righteous in the city, I will forgive the whole place for 

their sake.” Abraham answered, “Let me take it upon 

myself to speak to the Lord, I who am but dust and 

ashes. Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking? 

Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And 

he said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” 

Again he spoke to him, “Suppose forty are found 

there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do 

it.” Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I 

speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I 

will not do it, if I find thirty there.” He said, “Let me 

take it upon myself to speak to the Lord. Suppose 

twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of 

twenty I will not destroy it.” Then he said, “Oh do not 

let the Lord be angry if I speak just once more. Suppose 

ten are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten 
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I will not destroy it.”
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Psalm 85, Page 708, BCP

Benedixisti, Domine

1 You have been gracious to your land, O LORD, 
you have restored the good fortune of Jacob.

2 You have forgiven the iniquity of your people 
and blotted out all their sins.

3 You have withdrawn all your fury 
and turned yourself from your wrathful indignation.

4 Restore us then, O God our Savior; 
let your anger depart from us.

5 Will you be displeased with us for ever? 
will you prolong your anger from age to age?

6 Will you not give us life again, 
that your people may rejoice in you?

7 Show us your mercy, O LORD, 
and grant us your salvation.

8 I will listen to what the LORD God is saying, 
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people
and to those who turn their hearts to him.

9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, 
that his glory may dwell in our land.

10 Mercy and truth have met together; 
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.

11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, 
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.

12 The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, 
and our land will yield its increase.

13 Righteousness shall go before him, 
and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.
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Luke 11:1-13

Jesus was praying in a certain place, and after he had 

finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach 

us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” He said to 

them, “When you pray, say:

Father, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come.
Give us each day our daily bread.
And forgive us our sins,
for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.
And do not bring us to the time of trial.”

And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a 

friend, and you go to him at midnight and say to him, 

‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; for a friend of 

mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.’ 

And he answers from within, ‘Do not bother me; the 

door has already been locked, and my children are with 

me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.’ I tell 
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you, even though he will not get up and give him any-

thing because he is his friend, at least because of his 

persistence he will get up and give him whatever he 

needs.

“So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, 

and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened 

for you. For everyone who asks receives, and everyone 

who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the 

door will be opened. Is there anyone among you who, if 

your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a 

fish? Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a scor-

pion? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good 

gifts to your children, how much more will the heav-

enly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
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SERMON

Prayer is kind of the ultimate churchy word. Karl 

Barth says that prayer is a Christian’s central work and I 

agree, but I wonder if we are all quite on the same page 

with each other when we speak of prayer. When one of 

his disciples said to Jesus, “Lord, teach us to pray” it 

was a subtle and important question, one that Jesus en-

gaged immediately. We should do so, as well. 

For many people, prayer is the recitation of a formal 

prayer, as we do with the Lord’s Prayer each Sunday.  

For Catholics before Vatican II prayer centered on 

listening to the priest recite the  Pater Noster, or “Our 

Father” in Latin. You would think that having someone 

recite a prayer in a language which you did not under-

stand would not be comforting, but generations of Ro-

man Catholics  who found great  comfort  in  the  Latin 

Mass would disagree.
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Some think of prayer only in time of distress. They 

remind themselves that when they have come to the end 

of  their  rope,  there  they  find  God.  For  these  people, 

God is the last-resort life raft. 

Some people understand prayer as a petition to God 

to arrange things in the way they would like for them to 

be.  For  these  people,  God  is  a  sort  of  divine  butler, 

catering to their wishes.

Searching the Internet, I found several sites urging 

imprecatory prayer against the President or the Govern-

ment.  To  imprecate  means  “to  invoke  evil  upon  or 

curse”.  Imprecatory  prayer  is  asking for  God to visit 

evil upon someone. I would suggest that trying to turn 

God into your personal death ray will not go down a 

treat with Saint Peter and does not represent Christian-

ity at its best. 

Those are some of the ways we understand prayer. 
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How does Jesus teach us to pray? You’ll notice that the 

version in Luke is briefer than the version we use. That 

is because the version we all learned as children comes 

from Matthew. Most scholars agree that Luke’s version 

is  more  primitive  than  Matthew’s,  but  “primitive” 

doesn’t mean inferior; it only means earlier. Let’s look 

at the differences.

Right  off  the  bat,  Matthew’s  version  begins  with 

“Our Father”; Luke’s begins with “Father”. Matthew’s 

Lord’s prayer addresses God speaking as one of God’s 

children.  Luke’s  is  more  personal,  child  to  Father. 

Matthew’s was delivered to a congregation as part of 

the Sermon on the Mount, Luke’s in response to a re-

quest from one disciple on behalf of the inner group of 

disciples. That’s quite a difference!

Christians believe that Jesus is God’s son, but some-

where down in the engine room of our minds we also 
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think of our relationship with God as different in kind 

from Jesus’. We think of God as the Father of humanity, 

or of the church, but have some difficulty in acknowl-

edging Him in the way Jesus did. Nevertheless, when 

one  of  his  disciples  said  to  him,  “Lord,  teach  us  to 

pray”, Jesus instructed him to address God, as “Father”, 

just as Jesus did. “Our Father” speaks of God as the Fa-

ther  of  the  human  race,  or  of  the  church.  “Father” 

speaks of God as a personal Father to each of us. How 

does that play out?

Years ago, I overspent and needed to deposit some 

money that I didn’t have in my bank account. I had to 

go to Dad. “Dad?” I asked. “Can I have some money?” 

It’s that sort of relationship that Jesus is urging His dis-

ciples to own as he reminds them:
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Is there anyone among you who, if your child 
asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a 
fish? Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a 
scorpion? 

Well, no, none of us would do that. The trick is to 

give yourself permission to see yourself in that sort of a 

relationship with God. 

The next phrase, “hallowed be your name” speaks 

of God’s otherness. God is so holy, so almighty, that His 

very name is too holy to be spoken. Recall that God’s 

name isn’t “God”. God’s name is the tetragrammaton 

(spelled, in Hebrew, yodh he waw he), and when it is 

encountered in Scriptures, Jews still substitute the word 

“Adonai”, meaning “Lord” in place of speaking God’s 

name. Our Bible follows suit. Where the name of God 

appears  in  the  Hebrew,  the  word  “Lord”,  usually  in 

small caps, is printed in English.  To put it as one of my 

teachers once did, God ain’t your fishin’ buddy. 
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When we pray “hallowed be Your Name” we should 

be  reminding  ourselves  of  the  holiness  of  God.  We 

aren’t  reminding  God.  He  already  knows.  These  two 

statements, that we are to address God as Father, and 

that we are, all the same, not worthy to even speak His 

name, represent a mystery of the faith to which we need 

to  pay  greater  attention.  This  incomprehensible  God 

loves us. We cannot comprehend Him, nor understand 

Him, yet this  all-sufficient,  eternal,  unchangeable,  in-

comprehensible God loves you because of nothing you 

did, and despite the times you depart from his instruc-

tions. 

Now, we get  to  the  meat  of  the  prayer.  Jesus  in-

structs us to pray, “Your kingdom come.” Jesus is pray-

ing that the world turn from its fallen ways and return to 

a relationship which recognizes God’s sovereignty. The 

life of Jesus was one of perfect adherence to the will of 
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the Father so that his “want” was in perfect alignment 

with God’s “will”. That’s the sort of world we are pray-

ing for. A prayer that God’s kingdom should come is a 

prayer that the world should turn from its delusion of 

power to an acknowledgment of God’s kingship.

The next petition is,  “Give us each day our daily 

bread.” We might rephrase that in light of the petition 

that “Your kingdom come” as “Sustain us each day with 

the resources we need to permit us to accomplish the 

tasks you seek to do in us and through us”. 

There is real power there. You wouldn’t go to Dad 

and say, “Dad? I need some money so I can go out and 

do stuff you won’t approve of”, or “Dad? I need some 

money so I can go out and buy unnecessary things to 

make me feel better temporarily”. All of us of a certain 

age recall Janice Joplin singing:

Oh, Lord, won’t you buy me a Mercedes Benz?

7



My friends all drive Porches

I must make amends.

By comparison, Jesus prays, “Sustain me each day 

with the resources I need to permit me to accomplish 

the tasks you seek to do in me and through me”. Living 

out this prayer depends not so much upon what  we do 

as upon what we permit God to do in us and through us.

Of  course,  the  trick  here  is  discerning  what  God 

would undertake to do in us and through us. Doing so 

requires more listening than speaking. If you’ll forgive 

me, I don’t know that we’re all that good at listening; 

our prayers tend to be pretty talkative affairs. We need 

to allow God to get a word in edgewise if we are to 

learn  what  God  would  undertake  to  do  in  us  and 

through us.

At one time, people within the church, particularly 

monastic people, sought contemplative prayer in order 
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to  hear  the  voice  of  God with  clarity.  Contemplative 

prayer is a gift in which we experience God's presence 

within us,  closer than breathing, closer than thinking, 

closer  than  consciousness  itself.  Prayer  in  which  we 

make no petition to  God,  in  which we don’t  express 

gratitude  to  God,  but  simply  seek  to  commune  with 

Him, sounds foreign to modern ears, but it has a long 

history in the church. One approach to the gift of con-

templative prayer is the practice of a centering prayer. 

In today’s world, it is being championed by Fr. Thomas 

Keating who tells us that:

The source of Centering Prayer, as in all meth-
ods leading to contemplative prayer, is the In-
dwelling Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

This is another place in which Luke’s simpler ac-

count of the Lord’s Prayer offers us a new thought. In 

Matthew’s  account,  it  is  “Our  Father  who  art  in 
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heaven”.  In  Luke’s  there’s  no mention  of  God being 

separate from us in heaven somewhere. Luke’s version 

allows us to contemplate the Indwelling Trinity, our re-

lationship to God as His child. 

There is enormous worth in relating to a God here-

and-now, rather than a God out there somewhere. There 

is enormous worth in realizing that there is something 

which  God seeks to do in us and through us if we can 

just be still long enough to hear what it is. God’s king-

dom will come when we, His children, bring our wants 

into harmony with God’s will. That’s not so easy to do 

since we’re more than a bit scatter-brained. 

Here are two things to remember: you do not dis-

cern God’s will perfectly because you are not perfect, 

and God knows that. He knows your toolbox is faulty. 

He knows you will mess up. It’s inevitable, so the next 

petition is, “And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves 
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forgive everyone indebted to us.” God cuts you slack, 

so you should do likewise with your brothers and sis-

ters. As I’ve reminded you several times, we’re all Bo-

zos on this bus. Get over yourself and give a brother a 

hand. You’d be surprised how much simpler life can be 

if you let go of slights and resentments.

The final petition, “And do not bring us to the time 

of trial”, has caused the church trouble from the first. 

What are we asking when we pray, “And lead us not 

into temptation” in Matthew’s version, or “And do not 

bring us to the time of trial” in Luke’s version? Does 

God tempt us to do evil unless we ask Him not to? Is a 

weak and untried faith to be sought? Weren’t Abraham 

and  Job  tempted?  Did  not  Jesus  undergo  temptation 

during His time in the wilderness? 

God knows us better than we know ourselves be-

cause we are a collection of rationalizations, mixed mo-
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tives and compromises, and God is not. What we are 

asking is that we not be placed in a position where our 

fears and our greed lead us to be faithless to our admis-

sions that God is holy and that God will provide for us 

the resources each day which we need to go about His 

business. God knows we can be tempted away from our 

confession. He knows that we are fragile vessels, and 

this petition acknowledges that. We are weak. We are 

fallible. We get distracted. We hide our worst motives 

from ourselves. Our final petition is that we never be 

placed in a circumstance so extreme that our faith in 

God is crushed. 

Some prayer, huh? Father, I know I’m not worthy to 

even speak your name, but you chose me for a purpose. 

Instruct me on what you would have me do to bring the 

world into realization of your sovereignty. Give me re-

sources each day to match my task. Overlook my fail-
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ings, and teach me to overlook those of my brothers’. 

Finally, Father, you who know me best, be aware of my 

weakness and do not set me a task which would so dis-

tract me that I forget the love which placed me here.

Some prayer!

AMEN
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Optional parts of the readings are set off in square brackets.

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Re-
vised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of 
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, and used by permission.

The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.
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