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James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a
Psalm 1
Mark 9:30-37

Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly 
things, but to love things heavenly; and even now, while 
we are placed among things that are passing away, to 
hold fast to those that shall endure; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.



Psalm 1 Page 585, BCP

Beatus vir qui non abiit

1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 
nor lingered in the way of sinners,
nor sat in the seats of the scornful!

2 Their delight is in the law of the LORD, 
and they meditate on his law day and night.

3 They are like trees planted by streams of water,
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; 
everything they do shall prosper.

4 It is not so with the wicked; 
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.

5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, 
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.

6 For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 
but the way of the wicked is doomed.



James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a

Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by 
your good life that your works are done with gentleness 
born of wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and selfish 
ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to 
the truth. Such wisdom does not come down from 
above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. For where 
there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be 
disorder and wickedness of every kind. But the wisdom 
from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing 
to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace 
of partiality or hypocrisy. And a harvest of righteous-
ness is sown in peace for those who make peace.

Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do 
they come from? Do they not come from your cravings 
that are at war within you? You want something and do 
not have it; so you commit murder. And you covet 
something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in dis-
putes and conflicts. You do not have, because you do 
not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask 
wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your plea-
sures.

Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, 
and he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and he 



will draw near to you.



Mark 9:30-37

Jesus and his disciples went on from there and passed 
through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know it; for 
he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son 
of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they 
will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will 
rise again.” But they did not understand what he was 
saying and were afraid to ask him.

Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in 
the house he asked them, “What were you arguing 
about on the way?” But they were silent, for on the way 
they had argued with one another who was the greatest. 
He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, 
“Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and ser-
vant of all.” Then he took a little child and put it among 
them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, “Who-
ever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes 
me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but 
the one who sent me.”





SERMON

I know that I've really pushed you the past few Sun-

days.  A lot  of  the things I  have told you have really 

stretched your affection for me. I can tell this because I 

see informal meetings in the parking lot where people 

are idly weaving hangman's nooses. Today, on the hap-

piest occasion that a church can celebrate – the Baptism 

of a child – I shall share with you why I've been offer-

ing such challenging sermons. It is because today, we 

make a promise to the Creator of the Universe, and I 

don't want anyone to do that lightly. I want you to do it 

in fear and awe, remembering what one of my teachers 

famously said, “Jesus ain't your fishin' buddy”. The care 

and  education  of  Ann  Reed  is  being  placed  in  your 

hands by none less than God Himself! That's why I've 

been  preaching  such  challenging  sermons.  I  want  to 

make sure we're prepared for this awesome responsibil-

ity.



Let's think about what I have asked you to consider in 

preparation for today. On the last Sunday in August, we 

talked about how our culture insists that we weigh God 

in a scale of the culture's making, rather than weighing 

the culture in a scale of God's making. If we heed this 

voice of the world, I said, we will be lead on a path to 

the death of spirit in us. I went on to say:

The cure for the apathetic spiritlessness that is 
our enslavement to the expectations of our cul-
ture is to reconnect with the emotional impact 
of these words of Jesus. [X2]

Only if  we allow the words of  Jesus access to  our 

hearts, to our most intimate being, can we undertake to 

do for Ann Reed what we are called upon to do because 

the voice of our culture, our expectations as 21st Centu-

ry people, will be telling us that this baptism is a quaint 

custom of the church, or a sweet thing to do for a baby, 

or any of half-dozen other things that have nothing to 

do with what we do today. We are called together for 



the  first  time  as  Ann  Reed’s  church  family  to  make 

promises  to  her,  to  her  precious  parents,  and to  God 

Almighty, to undertake her care and education. Whatev-

er the culture thinks we are doing, we must understand 

that we are following the command of Jesus.

The next Sunday, I trod upon the toes of those who 

seek  reassurance  from their  church  that  they  are  the 

good guys.  The church teaches  that  those  who allow 

themselves the thought that they are good have denied 

the sacrifice of  Christ,  for  they believe they need no 

Savior. However much we seek to be soothed by the 

thought  that  we  are  the  good  guys,  the  Presbyterian 

Church teaches in its catechism:

Q2. How many things must you know that you 
may live and die in the  blessedness of this 
comfort?

A. Three. First, the greatness of my sin and 
wretchedness. Second, how I am freed from all 
my sins and their wretched consequences. 



Third, what gratitude I owe to God for such re-
demptioni.

Church attendance benefits and strengthens us, but it 

is  no  substitute  for  a  commitment  to  follow  the  in-

dwelling Holy Spirit which calls us to the life of a ser-

vant. The confessions of the church teach us:

We are elected for a definite purpose. [T]he 
saints are chosen in Christ by God for a definite 
purpose, which the apostle himself explains 
when he says, “He chose us in him for adoption 
that we should be holy and blameless before 
him in love. He destined us for adoption to be 
his sons through Jesus Christ that they should 
be to the praise of the glory of his grace” (Eph-
esians. 1:4 ff.)ii.

The purpose we are called to today is a promise and 

commitment  to  the  nurture  of  Ann  Reed.  Again,  the 

Presbyterian Church confesses:

By baptism, individuals are publicly received 
into the church to share in its life and ministry, 
and the church becomes responsible for their 
training and support in Christian discipleship. 



When those baptized are infants, the congrega-
tion, as well as the parents, has a special obliga-
tion to nurture them in the Christian life, lead-
ing them to make, by a public profession, a per-
sonal response to the love of God shown forth 
in their baptismiii.

We, the congregation, as we welcome Ann Reed into 

our Communion, must teach her of her need for a Sav-

ior, must teach her of the great sacrifice of Christ, must 

teach her first and foremost of the boundless love that 

the Creator of everything holds for her. That is our pur-

pose, decreed from the beginning of time, our duty and 

calling to Ann Reed.

The next Sunday, I ran rough-shod over another well-

loved  understanding,  particularly  in  this  part  of  the 

country. Many about us believe that Christ calls us to 

say the right things, do the right things, and thereby win 

for ourselves a ticket to heaven. I called this “Superfi-

cial Christianity”. Dietrich Bonhoeffer called it “Cheap 



Grace”, and such it is. If the Gospel of Jesus Christ con-

sists only of a business transaction, no different from 

the one you might involve yourself with at the train or 

bus station, I can't think it is very Good News. If it is all 

about you, and nothing about Ann Reed except to the 

extent  that  your  activities  might  result  in  a  credit  to 

your account in God's journal, then it is difficult to see 

why Christ walked the earth. The Presbyterian Church 

teaches:

God has elected us out of grace. From eternity 
God has freely, and of his mere grace, without 
any respect to men, predestinated or elected the 
saints whom he wills to save in Christ, accord-
ing to the saying of the apostle, “God chose us 
in him before the foundation of the world” 
(Ephesians. 1:4). And again: “Who saved us 
and called us with a holy calling, not in virtue 
of our works but in virtue of his own purpose 
and the grace which he gave us in Christ Jesus 
ages ago, and now has manifested through the 
appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus” (II Timo-
thy. 1:9 f.)iv. 



You are not saved by the works of your hands, but by 

God's Grace alone, and from before the founding of the 

earth, God first chose you so that you could take your 

place  as  a  servant  to  His  creation.  From  before  the 

founding of the earth were you called to love and nur-

ture Ann Reed!

In the unlikely event I had not by then offended ev-

eryone in the congregation, last Sunday I told you that 

any image of God which you can hold in your mind will 

lead you only to a dead end. I even told you that a fa-

vorite bumper sticker, “God is GOOD” is a blasphemy, 

for to make such a statement is to judge God Himself. 

The Presbyterian Church teaches that

We confess and acknowledge one God alone, to 
whom alone we must cleave, whom alone we 
must serve, whom only we must worship, and 
in whom alone we put our trust. Who is eternal, 
infinite, immeasurable, incomprehensible, om-
nipotent, invisible; one in substance and yet 
distinct in three persons, the Father, the Son, 



and the Holy Ghost. By whom we confess and 
believe all things in heaven and earth, visible 
and invisible, to have been created, to be re-
tained in their being, and to be ruled and guided 
by his inscrutable providence for such end as 
his eternal wisdom, goodness, and justice have 
appointed, and to the manifestation of his own 
gloryv.

I won’t let you say you are good. I won’t even let you 

say God is good. I won’t let you filter the voice of God 

through the static of the culture, but only in the intima-

cy of your own heart. I won’t let you enjoy a baptism as 

a  sweet  thing  done  by  the  church  for  a  baby.  How 

mean-tempered can one preacher be?

Well...pretty  mean-tempered,  it  appears,  and yet  … 

and yet I celebrate today with all my heart. The Heidel-

berg Confession contains these two questions and an-

swers:

Q. 66. What are the Sacraments?

A. They are visible, holy signs and seals institut-



ed by God in order that by their use he may the 
more fully disclose and seal to us the promise of the 
gospel, namely, that because of the one sacrifice of 
Christ accomplished on the cross he graciously 
grants us the forgiveness of sins and eternal life.

Q. 68. How many Sacraments has Christ institut-
ed in the New Testament?

A. Two, holy Baptism and the holy Supper.

Two sacraments, two visible, holy signs and seals in-

stituted by God in order that by their use He may the 

more fully disclose and seal to us the promise of the 

Gospel. And today, we celebrate the Sacrament of Holy 

Baptism with God and all His angels, and the hosts of 

heaven celebrate with us!

The  Scriptures  contain  the  promises  of  God.  The 

promises of God are eternal. They have been decreed 

since the founding of the world. Our act today, the wit-

nessing of the Baptism of Ann Reed and the promises 

we make today to each other, to Ann Reed, and to God 



Almighty, are part of that grand sweep of  God's prom-

ise.

Let us pray for humility in carrying out our promises. 

May we be granted strength to hold to the teachings of 

our church, and to speak the story of God's promise to 

Ann Reed. May we live the servant lifestyle taught us 

by our Lord, that God's promise continues into the next 

generation.

AMEN



THE SECOND HELVETIC CONFESSION

WE ARE ELECTED OR PREDESTINATED IN 

CHRIST. Therefore, although not on account of any 

merit of ours, God has elected us, not directly, but 

in Christ,  and on account of  Christ,  in order  that 

those who are now in-grafted into Christ by faith 

might also be elected. But those who were outside 

Christ were rejected, according to the word of the 

apostle,  “Examine yourselves, to see whether you 

are holding to your faith. Test yourselves. Do you 

not realize that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless in-

deed you fail to meet the test!” (II Cor. 13:5).

WE ARE TO HAVE A GOOD HOPE FOR ALL. 

And although God knows who are his, and here and 



there mention is made of the small number of elect, 

yet we must hope well of all, and not rashly judge 

any  man to  be  a  reprobate.  For  Paul  says  to  the 

Philippians, “I thank my God for you all” (now he 

speaks of the whole Church in Philippi), “because 

of your fellowship in the Gospel, being persuaded 

that he who began a good work in you will bring it 

to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. It is also 

right that I have this opinion of you all” (Phil. 1:3 

ff.).

(Matt. 18:14).

5.060

Let  Christ,  therefore  be  the  looking  glass,  in 

whom we may contemplate our predestination. We 

shall  have a sufficiently  clear  and sure  testimony 

that we are inscribed in the Book of Life if we have 

fellowship with Christ, and he is ours and we are 

his in true faith.



THE SCOTS CONFESSION

CHAPTER I

God

THE HEIDELBERG CONFESSION 

4.066

Q. 66. What are the Sacraments?

A. They are visible, holy signs and seals institut-
ed by God in order that by their use he may the 
more fully disclose and seal to us the promise of the 
gospel, namely, that because of the one sacrifice of 
Christ accomplished on the cross he graciously 
grants us the forgiveness of sins and eternal life.

Q. 68. How many Sacraments has Christ institut-
ed in the New Testament?

A. Two, holy Baptism and the holy Supper.

Q. 70. What does it mean to be washed with the 
blood and Spirit of Christ?

A. It means to have the forgiveness of sins 
from God, through grace, for the sake of 
Christ’s blood which he shed for us in his sacri-



fice on the cross, and also to be renewed by the 
Holy Spirit and sanctified as members of 
Christ, so that we may more and more die unto 
sin and live in a consecrated and blameless way.

4.074

Q. 74. Are infants also to be baptized?

A. Yes, because they, as well as their parents, 
are included in the covenant and belong to the 
people of God. Since both redemption from sin 
through the blood of Christ and the gift of faith 
from the Holy Spirit are promised to these chil-
dren no less than to their parents, infants are 
also by baptism, as a sign of the covenant, to be 
incorporated into the Christian church and dis-
tinguished from the children of unbelievers. 
This was done in the Old Covenant by circum-
cision. In the New Covenant baptism has been 
instituted to take its place.

THE CONFESSION OF 1967

 BAPTISM

By humble submission to John’s baptism, 
Christ joined himself to men in their need and 
entered upon his ministry of reconciliation in 



the power of the Spirit. Christian baptism marks 
the receiving of the same Spirit by all his peo-
ple. Baptism with water represents not only 
cleansing from sin, but a dying with Christ and 
a joyful rising with him to new life. It commits 
all Christians to die each day to sin and to live 
for righteousness. In baptism, the church cele-
brates the renewal of the covenant with which 
God has bound his people to himself. By bap-
tism, individuals are publicly received into the 
church to share in its life and ministry, and the 
church becomes responsible for their training 
and support in Christian discipleship. When 
those baptized are infants, the congregation, as 
well as the parents, has a special obligation to 
nurture them in the Christian life, leading them 
to make, by a public profession, a personal re-
sponse to the love of God shown forth in their 
baptism.
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