
The Lessons Appointed for Use on

the

Third Sunday in Lent
Year A

RCL

 
Exodus 17:1-7
Psalm 95
John 4:5-42

The Collect

Almighty God, you know that we have no power in 

ourselves to help ourselves: Keep us both outwardly in 

our bodies and inwardly in our souls, that we may be 

defended from all adversities which may happen to the 

body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and 

hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 

ever and ever. Amen.
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Exodus 17:1-7

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of

the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the LORD com-

manded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no 

water for the people to drink. The people quarreled with

Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said 

to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you 

test the LORD?” But the people thirsted there for water; 

and the people complained against Moses and said, 

“Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our 

children and livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried out 

to the LORD, “What shall I do with this people? They 

are almost ready to stone me.” The LORD said to Moses,

“Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders

of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with 

which you struck the Nile, and go. I will be standing 

there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the 
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rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people 

may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of 

Israel. He called the place Massah and Meribah, be-

cause the Israelites quarreled and tested the LORD, say-

ing, “Is the LORD among us or not?”
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Psalm 95

Venite, exultemus

1 Come, let us sing to the LORD; *
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.

2 Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.

3 For the LORD is a great God, *
and a great King above all gods.

4 In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are his also.

5 The sea is his, for he made it, *
and his hands have molded the dry land.

6 Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
and kneel before the LORD our Maker.

7 For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep 
of his hand. *
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!

8 Harden not your hearts,
as your forebears did in the wilderness, *
at Meribah, and on that day at Massah,
when they tempted me.

9 They put me to the test, *
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though they had seen my works.
10 Forty years long I detested that generation and said, 

*
"This people are wayward in their hearts;
they do not know my ways."

11 So I swore in my wrath, *
"They shall not enter into my rest."
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John 4:5-42

Jesus came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the

plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 

Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his jour-

ney, was sitting by the well. It was about noon.

A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus 

said to her, “Give me a drink.” (His disciples had gone 

to the city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to 

him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a 

woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in com-

mon with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you 

knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you,

‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he 

would have given you living water.” The woman said to

him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. 

Where do you get that living water? Are you greater 
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than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with

his sons and his flocks drank from it?” Jesus said to her,

“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty 

again, but those who drink of the water that I will give 

them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give 

will become in them a spring of water gushing up to 

eternal life.” The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this 

water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep 

coming here to draw water.”

Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come 

back.” The woman answered him, “I have no husband.”

Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no 

husband’; for you have had five husbands, and the one 

you have now is not your husband. What you have said 

is true!” The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are

a prophet. Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, 

but you say that the place where people must worship is
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in Jerusalem.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, 

the hour is coming when you will worship the Father 

neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You worship 

what you do not know; we worship what we know, for 

salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and 

is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the 

Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as 

these to worship him. God is spirit, and those who wor-

ship him must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman 

said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is 

called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all 

things to us.” Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is

speaking to you.”

Just then his disciples came. They were astonished 

that he was speaking with a woman, but no one said, 

“What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with 

her?” Then the woman left her water jar and went back 
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to the city. She said to the people, “Come and see a man

who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be 

the Messiah, can he?” They left the city and were on 

their way to him.

Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat

something.” But he said to them, “I have food to eat 

that you do not know about.” So the disciples said to 

one another, “Surely no one has brought him something

to eat?” Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will 

of him who sent me and to complete his work. Do you 

not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? 

But I tell you, look around you, and see how the fields 

are ripe for harvesting. The reaper is already receiving 

wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sow-

er and reaper may rejoice together. For here the saying 

holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ I sent you to 

reap that for which you did not labor. Others have la-
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bored, and you have entered into their labor.”

Many Samaritans from that city believed in him be-

cause of the woman’s testimony, “He told me every-

thing I have ever done.” So when the Samaritans came 

to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he stayed 

there two days. And many more believed because of his

word. They said to the woman, “It is no longer because 

of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for 

ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of 

the world.”
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SERMON

Jesus came to a Samaritan city called Sychar,
near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to
his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Je-
sus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the
well. It was about noon.
A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and
Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.”

What an unremarkable conversation! It's just plain or-

dinary, a conversation that could have happened at any 

time between two people who found themselves in the 

same place at the same time. It's tough for us to under-

stand why the writer of John's Gospel would choose so 

prosaic a conversation to begin so important a teaching 

because the keys to it are hidden in cultures long ago 

and far away.

A thousand years earlier, David's son, Solomon, took 

the thrones of Judah and Israel, his father's unified king-

dom. Solomon is remembered as a wise ruler, but the 
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truth of the matter is that Solomon did a whole bunch of

not-very-wise things. The law, in Deuteronomy, pro-

hibits the king from acquiring too many horses or going

to Egypt to acquire horses. Solomon was crazy for hors-

es and sent to Egypt for them. The law prohibits the 

king from taking numerous wives so that his heart does-

n't go astray. Solomon had 600 wives with another 300 

concubines for dessert, and many of those women were 

foreign. 1 Kings reports that those wives turned his 

heart after other gods to whom Solomon built temples! 

1 Kings 11 describes Solomon's descent into idolatry, 

particularly his turning after Ashtoreth, the goddess of 

the Sidonians, and after Milcom, the abomination of the

Ammonites.

The law proscribed 

Nor can the king acquire too much sil-
ver and gold.
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1 Kings 10:14 reports that Solomon collected 666 tal-

ents of gold each year, a huge amount of money for a 

small nation like Israel. Solomon might have been wise,

but he wasn't obedient. 

To be fair, he did build an enormous Temple (to be 

called “Solomon's Temple”, of course) in Jerusalem 

where everyone had to go for the worship of God, but 

he built it using forced labor imposed on his own peo-

ple. That did not go down a treat.

When Solomon died, his son, Rehoboam, took the 

throne of Judah. For him to be acclaimed king of his fa-

ther's unified kingdom, he had to be crowned in Israel 

as well, and that's where things went sideways. The 

people of Israel complained of his father's overreaching 

and demanded that he ease the burden on Israel. Re-

hoboam, who was dumb as soup, told them he would be

even worse and the two counties split. From then on, 

3



there was enmity between Judah and Israel, called 

Samaritans in Jesus' time. The conversation which be-

gins this passage wasn't unremarkable at all. It was 

shocking on two fronts: first, Jews didn't ask for favors 

from Samaritans.

The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it
that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of
Samaria?”

Second, male Jews did not speak to unrelated women 

of any sort.

Just then his disciples came. They were aston-
ished that he was speaking with a woman...

Now we can get a sense of what an important conver-

sation this was. Jesus was reaching across a thousand 

years of enmity and custom to speak with a woman of a

different understanding. Not only that, but a woman 

with a sketchy past. 

Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come
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back.” The woman answered him, “I have no hus-
band.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I
have no husband’; for you have had five husbands,
and the one you have now is  not  your husband.
What you have said is true!”

Jesus is teaching that God does not love you because 

of who you are. God loves you because of who He is 

and, naturally, his disciples were scandalized. “Scandal-

ized” is the expected reaction from the world at large 

when someone sets his foot on the path to which Jesus 

points.

There's something else odd about this conversation. 

It's noon. He's hot and tired and just like all of us, he 

wants relief from his labors. If Jesus could feed five 

thousand, you'd assume he could miracle up a glass of 

water for himself, yet he turned to this much-married, 

adulterous female Samaritan to ask for a drink. What's 

going on here? Aren't we supposed to petition Jesus for 
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fulfillment of all our needs rather than the other way 

round?  Janis Joplin sang, 

“Oh Lord, won't you buy me a Mercedes 
Benz? 
My friends all drive Porsches. I must make 
amends...” 

That's the way we've been taught! God doesn't ask of 

us; we demand of Him. And yet, here is a tired, hot Je-

sus asking for a drink from the most outrageous person 

imaginable, trampling over all the “thou shalt nots” of 

his time and place. Since that time God has been calling

out to us to help bring in the new creation, one in which

there are no “thou shalt nots” based on ancestry or wor-

ship forms or long-standing hatreds. We, who claim His

name, have an obligation to involve ourselves in the 

work of Jesus. Among Jews to this day is a term that 

nicely captures this thought, “Tikkun-Olam”, which is 

translated “Healing the Earth”. We, each of us, have an 
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obligation to work to heal the illness of the world. 

From what illness should we heal the earth? There are

many. “For God so loved the world” we affirm, but do 

we not mentally separate out those parts of the world 

most like us, and imagine that God loves only these 

parts? 

Do we not objectify our brothers and sisters, seeing 

them only as contributing or not to our well-being? In 

the introduction to “The Tikkun Reader/Twentieth An-

niversary Edition”1 Michael Learner writes:

There is a huge spiritual crisis in the lives of 
most Americans, rooted in the ethos of self-
ishness and materialism that are the daily 
accompaniments to the “bottom line” in the 
world of work, intensified by the experience 
of many working people that their work of-
fers them little opportunity to contribute to 
the common good or to see their lives as con-
necting to some higher meaning or purpose 

1 The Tikkun Reader/Twentieth Anniversary Edition, edited by Michael Learner Copyright © 2007
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beyond maximizing money and power for 
those who control the institutions in which 
they work. People learn to “look out for 
number one,” and then bring that home into 
personal lives where they feel surrounded by
others who have similarly brought home the 
logic of the marketplace and so see others 
primarily in terms of “what can you do for 
me” or “how can you be of use to satisfy my 
needs?”

In such a framework, one in which “If you can't satis-

fy my needs, I don't want to be part of this 

relationship,” defines our understanding, Christ holds 

forth his hand and asks a woman from a foreign, de-

spised nation for a drink. Can there be any greater moti-

vation for a person of faith to speak out loudly that each

of us has a place in the work of Jesus?

There is the fear of those who are as unlike ourselves 

as a Samaritan is unlike a Jew, which leads us to ex-

treme and unloving positions when dealing with those 
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fleeing murder and violence in their home lands. 

There is the self-centered view of justice which teach-

es us that we are entitled to impose suffering, rather 

than rehabilitation, upon those who behave badly. 

There is the nonsensical system which urges young 

people to obtain a college education, then saddles them 

with impossible, life-long debt which forever blocks 

their way forward. 

There is the unchristlike approach to medical care 

which makes survival contingent upon income. There is

much work to be done, but don't despair, for as Paul 

wrote to the church at Rome:

...God's  love  has  been  poured  into  our  hearts
through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

If Jesus can reach across a millennium of fear, hatred 

and prejudice, can not we who claim to follow Him do 

the same? Let not your heart be led by your fears or 
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your prejudices. Jesus teaches no such thing.

AMEN
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BENEDICTION

Jesus' willingness to engage a woman of a despised 

nation focuses our attention on the current debate over 

accepting refugees from those parts of the world im-

mersed in madness. A very long time ago, I was staff at-

torney for the Central Kentucky Child Advocacy Coun-

sel. We provided free legal help in child custody cases. 

One of our clients, Than, was a Vietnamese who had 

married a US serviceman. I was driving her to court in 

Danville when we were stopped for some road con-

struction. Suddenly, the crew detonated a blast to break 

up rocks. I hardly flinched, but Than dove for the floor, 

screaming  in terror, “Oh me! Bombs come”. Her reali-

ty was that much different than mine.

Jesus reached across their differences to engage a 

child of God. Oh my dear ones! My beautiful, loving 

family! Can we do less and still claim Christ's name?

11



The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be 
gracious to you; 
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give 
you peace. 

Optional parts of the readings are set off in square brackets.
The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Re-
vised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of 
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, and used by permission.
The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.
Sermon Copyright © 2017 J. Stewart Schneider
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