
The Lessons Appointed for Use on
the

Sixth Sunday of Easter
Year C
RCL

• Acts 16:9-15
• Psalm 67
• John 14:23-29

O God, you have prepared for those who love you 

such good things as surpass our understanding: Pour 

into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving 

you in all things and above all things, may obtain your 

promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
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Acts 16:9-15

During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a 

man of Macedonia pleading with him and saying, 

“Come over to Macedonia and help us.” When he had 

seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to 

Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to 

proclaim the good news to them.

We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to 

Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, and from 

there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district 

of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this

city for some days. On the sabbath day we went outside

the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a 

place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the 

women who had gathered there. A certain woman 

named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; 
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she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple 

cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to 

what was said by Paul. When she and her household 

were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have 

judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at 

my home.” And she prevailed upon us.
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Psalm 67

Deus misereatur
1 May God be merciful to us and bless us, *

show us the light of his countenance and come to
us.

2 Let your ways be known upon earth, *
your saving health among all nations.

3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; *
let all the peoples praise you.

4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, *
for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide all the nations upon earth.

5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; *
let all the peoples praise you.

6 The earth has brought forth her increase; *
may God, our own God, give us his blessing.

7 May God give us his blessing, *
and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of

him.
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John 14:23-29

Jesus said to Judas (not Iscariot), “Those who love 

me will keep my word, and my Father will love them, 

and we will come to them and make our home with 

them. Whoever does not love me does not keep my 

words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but is 

from the Father who sent me.

“I have said these things to you while I am still with

you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Fa-

ther will send in my name, will teach you everything, 

and remind you of all that I have said to you. Peace I 

leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to 

you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be trou-

bled, and do not let them be afraid. You heard me say to

you, ‘I am going away, and I am coming to you.’ If you 

loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Fa-
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ther, because the Father is greater than I. And now I 

have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does 

occur, you may believe.”
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SERMON

Sign, sign, everywhere a sign
Blockin' out the scenery, breakin' my mind
Do this, don't do that, can't you read the 
sign?1

The Canadian band “Five Man Electrical Band” re-

leased this tune as the B side of an unsuccessful A side 

in 1970. It soon took this country and Canada by storm, 

speaking to a generation of young people who saw 

themselves as being unfairly marginalized. It was a time

when the length of a young man’s hair was enough to 

start, at the least, a shouting match. The young people 

were saying, “It’s my hair. How do you get to say how 

long or short I should grow it? It’s none of your busi-

ness!” Those complaining were saying, “We are the de-

finers of all that is good and righteous, and that doesn’t 

include hair down to your behind, Goldilocks. Can't you

read the signs?”
1 “Signs”, Five Man Electrical Band
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As the song continues, each verse sets out another 

complaint about things the culture of the time demand-

ed, which the young people of the time felt to be unjust.

And the sign said “Long-haired freaky peo-
ple need not apply”

And the sign said anybody caught trespassin'
would be shot on sight

Now, hey you, mister, can't you read?
You've got to have a shirt and tie to get a seat
You can't even watch, no you can't eat
You ain't supposed to be here.

Cultural requirements, for that is what we are speak-

ing of here, can be important, in their way. In Jesus' 

time, as now, Jews looked to Torah, our Old Testament, 

for rules to govern the course of life. From the Scrip-

tures, they deduced no fewer than 613 Mitzvot, or Com-

mandments. Do this, don't do that, observance of the 

Mitzvot was the sign of an observant Jew, and remains 

so (with some liberalization depending on the under-
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standing of the individual synagogue) to this day. These

signs form the backbone of both Jewish ethics and Jew-

ish morals, which are not the same thing. We need to 

spend a minute understanding the difference between 

ethics and morals or we will go far astray.

Ethics are the rules of conduct recognized in respect

to a particular class of human actions or a particular 

group or culture. By contrast, moral conduct is founded 

on fundamental principles of right conduct rather than 

on legalities, enactment, or custom. To take two exam-

ples from those 613 Mitzvot, “Not to stand by idly 

when a human life is in danger”, is a statement of 

morals. “To circumcise the male offspring” is a state-

ment of ethics. Forgive me, for this is a horrible over-

simplification of a very complex issue, but it will do for

today.

In 1970, those who were giving the young people 
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grief were defending their ethics, their rules of conduct 

in respect to a particular group or culture. The young 

people who responded so powerfully to the lyrics were 

weighing the ethics of the time in the balance of morali-

ty, conduct founded on the fundamental principles of 

right conduct rather than on custom. In their view, the 

ethics of the time were not measuring up.

WOW! Far out! I thought it was just about hair!

I’ve dug up this old song, and the half-century old 

disputes behind it, because I want to give you a sense of

what a catastrophe Jesus presented to the people of His 

time. Jesus was a Jew, and He spoke mainly to Jews. 

Jews knew what God required of them because it was 

set out in scripture. 

“You shall therefore impress these words of 
mine on your heart and on your soul; and you 
shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and 
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they shall be as frontals on your forehead. 
“You shall teach them to your sons, talking of 
them when you sit in your house and when you
walk along the road and when you lie down 
and when you rise up...”2

Yet, Jesus kept saying and doing these outrageous 

things that flew in the face of those clear command-

ments bound as a frontlet before their eyes. On one oc-

casion, John tells us:

Jesus said to him, “Stand up, take your mat and
walk.” At once the man was made well, and he 
took up his mat and began to walk. Now that 
day was a sabbath.3

Healing is work. Everybody knows that it's unethi-

cal to work on the sabbath! But Jesus healed on the 

Sabbath, for to do so was to express compassion and 

that is a moral act. It is my conviction that if you ap-

proach religion looking for signs saying, “Do this, don’t

2 Deuteronomy 11:18-19
3 John 5:9
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do that”, you will miss the greater part, and you will, in-

evitably, wind up nailing Jesus to the cross all over.

What is this greater part I keep going on about? Je-

sus told His Disciples:

I have said these things to you while I am still 
with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in my name, will 
teach you everything, and remind you of all 
that I have said to you.

True worship consists of aligning your life, your 

choices, and your actions with the will of God. You are 

not able to accomplish that by an act of your will, no 

matter how good your conduct, and you cannot accom-

plish that by following signs imposed upon you. Neither

can you accomplish that by doing the first thing that 

comes into your head and calling that the will of God. 

We are far too adept at constructing good reasons to do 

wrong things. To bring your life into alignment with the
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will of God requires the assistance of the Advocate, the 

Holy Spirit, and attendance upon the Holy Spirit re-

quires commitment to an active prayer life. 

Jesus said to Judas (not Iscariot), “Those who 
love me will keep my word, and my Father 
will love them, and we will come to them and 
make our home with them. Whoever does not 
love me does not keep my words; and the word
that you hear is not mine, but is from the Fa-
ther who sent me.

Jesus has acknowledged that His teaching will fall 

upon deaf ears as well as upon those who hear. I might 

add that sometimes those are the same ears, for we fol-

low but imperfectly. An active prayer life, though, will 

sharpen those ears. An active prayer life will open the 

door for God, who is everywhere in His Creation, to en-

ter your life. 

Remember, the sun is not a mere disk in the sky, 

visible whenever you can be bothered to look up. The 
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sun's warmth permeates everything on earth, even on a 

cloudy day. That warmth sustains everything that moves

and grows here, and the even the plants acknowledge its

warmth, even when we are too distracted to notice. 

God's presence with each of us is like the warmth of the

sun. It sustains us even when we cannot be bothered to 

look up. Can not we, who are made but little lower than

the angels, open our hearts to the words of the Advo-

cate, even when the trials of life obscure God's unend-

ing love from our limited attention?

AMEN
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BENEDICTION

In our first lesson, we hear of Paul's journey to 

Macedonia.

A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of 
God, was listening to us; she was from the city 
of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The 
Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what 
was said by Paul. When she and her household 
were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you 
have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, 
come and stay at my home.” And she prevailed
upon us.

That sounds pretty uninteresting until you realize 

that Paul just accepted an over-night invitation from a 

Gentile woman to whom he was not married! That's a 

big deal. The signs say don’t do that. Paul did, anyway, 

for the Lord had opened her heart to listen to what Paul 

was saying. To align yourself with the will of God 

sometimes means going against the advice of signs. 

That demands courage. Courage comes from the Holy 
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Spirit. The Holy Spirit speaks to us in prayer.

May the words of my mouth
And the meditations of my heart
Be as a blessing to you.
AMEN

Optional parts of the readings are set off in square brackets.

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Re-
vised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of 
the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, and used by permission.

The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.

Sermon Copyright © 2016 J. Stewart Schneider
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