
The Lessons Appointed for Use on the

Second Sunday of Easter
Year C
RCL

• Acts 5:27-32
• John 20:19-31
• Psalm 150

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new 

covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of 

Christ's Body may show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Je-

sus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 

ever and ever. Amen.
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Acts 5:27-32

When the temple police had brought the apostles, they had them stand before the 

council. The high priest questioned them, saying, “We gave you strict orders not to 

teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are 

determined to bring this man’s blood on us.” But Peter and the apostles answered, “We 

must obey God rather than any human authority. The God of our ancestors raised up Je-

sus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him at his right hand 

as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 

And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to 

those who obey him.”
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Psalm 150

Laudate Dominum
1 Hallelujah!
Praise God in his holy temple;  
praise him in the firmament of his power.
2 Praise him for his mighty acts;  
praise him for his excellent greatness.
3 Praise him with the blast of the ram's-horn;  
praise him with lyre and harp.
4 Praise him with timbrel and dance;  
praise him with strings and pipe.
5 Praise him with resounding cymbals;  
praise him with loud-clanging cymbals.
6 Let everything that has breath  
praise the Lord. Hallelujah!
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John 20:19-31

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 

house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 

stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his

hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to 

them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he 

had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 

forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are re-

tained.”

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 

Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 

them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of 

the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Al-

though the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with

you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your 

hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord

and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? 

Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not writ-

ten in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 

Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.
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SERMON

Every time in history has its unique challenges and the people living with those 

challenges generally think that theirs are the worst that history has ever recorded. The 

horrifying fact is that, generally, they are right. Each generation’s challenges do seem to 

be more and more horrible. Suicide bombers blowing themselves up in a park in Pak-

istan to kill children? How do you even begin to wrap your mind around an act so com-

pletely evil? 

Two thousand years ago, the world was pretty horrible, too. The surviving Disciples 

reacted in understandable ways after the crucifixion.

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors 
of the house where the disciples had met were locked...

Who could blame them? This had been a terrifying day. Earlier, Mary Magdalene 

had seen the stone rolled away, looked in and saw that the tomb was empty. She ran to 

tell Simon Peter, and he and another Disciple verified that Jesus’ body was not in the 

tomb. They left, but Mary stayed and had an encounter with the risen Christ which she 

reported to the Disciples. What must have been going through their minds? Their teach-

er horribly killed by the Romans at the demand of a mob of their own people, missing 

bodies, unbelievable encounters with very publicly dead men...it’s no wonder they were 

huddled in the house with the doors bolted! I want to paint a picture for you of the hor-

rors they were facing but words frankly fail me. Had I lived through that time, I would 

have not only bolted the door, I’d have been rolled up in a ball under the bed! 

It is SCARY out there. Well, “scary”, my foot! It is terrifying out there! We're taught

by the media and everything we hear about that the only thing separating us from a 

world gone mad is a thin piece of stained glass. On the other side of that stained glass, 

we're told, are people who believe so strongly in their sickness that they would make 

bombs of themselves. On this side of the stained glass, are people who embrace the 

teachings of Christ. The creed on this side of the window is love and the teaching is 
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self-denial. The creed on that side of the stained glass is hate and their teaching is vio-

lence. What cause would I embrace with such passion that I would willingly lay down 

my life for it? Who DOES things like that?

Well...one name comes to mind. Jesus willingly laid down his life to show the world

that life, real life, resides with God. The people we are talking about seem to be saying 

that death resides in their hands. So the obvious question is this: What can we learn 

from them? 

I know. I know. You thought the obvious question is how to stop them; how to make

them pay for what they have done? Nope. That’s not the question at all. The most im-

portant question is this: What can we learn from them? Bet you didn’t see that coming, 

did you? 

I think there are at least three things we can learn: first, this is not a religious war; 

second, self-righteousness is idolatry and leads only to grief; and third, those who do 

these terrible things are demonstrating weakness, not strength.

So, let's begin. The first thing we can learn is that this is not a religious war between

Christianity and Islam. The truth is that ISIS has as much to do with Islam as the Ku 

Klux Klan has to do with Christianity for the Qur’an teaches:

For this reason did We prescribe to the children of Israel that whoever 
slays a soul, unless it be for manslaughter or for mischief in the land, it is 
as though he slew all men; and whoever keeps it alive, it is as though he 
kept alive all men... (Qur’an, 5:32)

The actions of those who kill in the name of God deny the teachings of the Qur’an. 

Did the children in the playground commit manslaughter or make mischief in the land?  

The first thing we can learn from the suicide bombers, then, is that this is not a conflict 

between Islam and Christianity. Keeping that in mind will go a long way toward grant-

ing us a better perspective and perhaps protecting us from making tragic errors in our 

responses. 
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The second lesson we can derive is about the tragic fruits of self-righteousness. 

Those who are doing these horrible things are not doing so in pursuit of some sort of 

fancied pick of 72 virgins in paradise. They are doing it because they imagine their ac-

tions to be righteous and they believe that because they are measuring their actions on a 

crooked scale. There is a temptation in all people to see ourselves as the righteous vic-

tims of the sins of others. When we do that, we become idolaters worshiping at an altar 

of our own creation. Those who kill in the name of God are, in the most diseased mean-

ing of the word, SELF-righteous. Self-righteousness is the preference for your own no-

tions over God’s will. Self-righteousness whispers in our ear that we, at least, know 

right from wrong even if the whole world has lost the knowledge and, more than that, 

what is right just happens to be what we have been doing all along! It all becomes so 

simple. Just be like me and voila! all is settled. But, of course, if you refuse to be like 

me, I must, in defense of truth and the righteous path, murder you. Self-righteousness is 

sweet to the tongue, like honey, even honey from the comb. This honey, however, kills 

the soul as it has killed the souls of those who blow up children and innocents in an air-

port or on a train. 

Our second lesson from suicide bombers, then, is this: self-righteousness kills the 

soul and makes only misery for those around you. Self-righteousness is so seductive 

that it leaves no room for love of others. Self-righteousness is the antithesis of the teach-

ing of Christ AND the teaching of Islam. However manly and righteous it may sound to 

say it, “Praise God and pass the ammunition” is not, and never has been, the teaching of

Christ.

The third thing we can learn from the suicide bombers is their weakness. Realizing 

that there are three billion Muslims in the world and that if the teaching of Islam was to 

kill Christians, we'd already be dead will help us gain some perspective. Stephen Walt, 

professor of international relations at Harvard recently wrote:

The Islamic State wouldn’t have to use terrorism if it were strong 
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enough to advance its cause through normal means or if its message 
were attractive enough to command the loyalty of more than a minus-
cule fraction of the world’s population (or the world’s Muslims, for 
that matter). Because it lacks abundant resources and its message is 
toxic to most people, the Islamic State has to rely on suicide attacks, 
beheadings, and violent videos to try to scare us into doing something 
stupid.1

Our faith is not tested in times of comfort. It is in times of fear that we measure the 

depth of our commitment to Christ's teaching. ISIS is doing these things because they 

lack the strength to further their goals in any other way. Can ISIS scare us into doing 

something stupid like shelving our faith in Christ and reaching instead for the napalm?

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors 
of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he
said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples re-
joiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with 
you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you for-
give the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, 
they are retained.”

Jesus told his terrified Disciples, “Peace be with you”. The fear that drove the Disci-

ples to lock themselves into their safe place was obstructing the will of God. The will of

God was that they, and we, go out into the world, spreading the Gospel by our every 

word and action. “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you”. That 

command is as binding upon you and me as it was upon the Disciples. 

As we go into the world as faithful disciples, we have to be clear. We are not facing 

a religious war with Islam. We are not the virtuous victims, for all have sinned and fall-

en short of the grace of God. Those who oppose us, the forces of darkness and death, ul-

timately must bend the knee to the will of God. Know these things with humility for 

1 Stephen M. Walt is the Robert and Renée Belfer professor of international relations at Harvard University. http://for-
eignpolicy.com/2016/03/24/monsters-of-our-own-imaginings-brussels-bombings-islamic-state/?
utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=New+Campaign&utm_term=Flashpoints
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you have a calling to match your commitment to life to the commitment of those who 

bring only death.

AMEN
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BENEDICTION

In the letter we call 1 Peter, we read

Discipline yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the 
devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast 
in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters throughout the 
world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering.2

What the author calls “the devil” we might call the forces of evil and dissolution 

that infect our time. Whatever the language we employ, the conclusion is the same – we 

are engaged in a battle against an stubborn enemy.  Knowing that we are on the ultimate

winning side does little to still our fears. It is required of us that our commitment to 

Christ's teaching must be as strong as the commitment of the misguided followers of 

ISIS. Do no advocate hurt for hurt. Advocate for a world of love. Remember Christ's 

promise to his Disciples, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 

Go with God, and be aware of His blessing upon you.

AMEN

Optional parts of the readings are set off in square brackets.

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Re-
vised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of 
the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, and used by permission.

The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.

Sermon Copyright © 2016 J. Stewart Schneider

2 1 Peter 5:8-9
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