
The Lessons Appointed for Use on
the

Second Sunday after Pentecost:

Proper 4
Year C

RCL

1 Kings 18:20-21
Psalm 96:1-9
Galatians 1:1-12

O God, your never-failing providence sets in order 

all things both in heaven and earth: Put away from us, 

we entreat you, all hurtful things, and give us those 

things which are profitable for us; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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1 Kings 18:20-21

Ahab sent to all the Israelites, and assembled the 

prophets at Mount Carmel. Elijah then came near to all 

the people, and said, “How long will you go limping 

with two different opinions? If the LORD  is God, follow

him; but if Baal, then follow him.” The people did not 

answer him a word. 
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Psalm 96:1-9

Cantate Domino

1 Sing to the Lord a new song; 
sing to the Lord, all the whole earth.

2 Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; 
proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to
day.

3 Declare his glory among the nations 
and his wonders among all peoples.

4 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; 
he is more to be feared than all gods.

5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; 
but it is the Lord who made the heavens.

6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! 
Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary!

7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; 
ascribe to the Lord honor and power.

8 Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; 
bring offerings and come into his courts.

9 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; 
let the whole earth tremble before him.
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Galatians 1:1-12

Paul an apostle – sent neither by human commission

nor from human authorities, but through Jesus Christ 

and God the Father, who raised him from the dead – 

and all the members of God’s family who are with me,

To the churches of Galatia:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and 

the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins to 

set us free from the present evil age, according to the 

will of our God and Father, to whom be the glory forev-

er and ever. Amen.

I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the

one who called you in the grace of Christ and are turn-

ing to a different gospel – not that there is another 

gospel, but there are some who are confusing you and 

want to pervert the gospel of Christ. But even if we or 
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an angel from heaven should proclaim to you a gospel 

contrary to what we proclaimed to you, let that one be 

accursed! As we have said before, so now I repeat, if 

anyone proclaims to you a gospel contrary to what you 

received, let that one be accursed!

Am I now seeking human approval, or God’s ap-

proval? Or am I trying to please people? If I were still 

pleasing people, I would not be a servant of Christ.

For I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that 

the gospel that was proclaimed by me is not of human 

origin; for I did not receive it from a human source, nor 

was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of 

Jesus Christ.
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SERMON

One of our guilty pleasures is an old British comedy

staring John Cleese titled “Fawlty Towers”. Basil and 

Sybil Fawlty are the owners/operators of a hotel named,

appropriately, Fawlty Towers. Their marriage, though of

long standing, suffers from a crack in its foundation – 

Sybil wants to do things correctly; Basil wants to do 

things cheaply. This give us a wonderful way to find 

comedy in the warring urges within all of us – the de-

sire to do something well, and the desire to not spend 

too much doing it. 

There are two other occasional characters. One is a 

contractor named Mr. Stubbs. He does things very cor-

rectly, indeed, and at a commensurate rate. Good ain’t 

cheap.

The other contractor in the community is Mr. 

O’Reilly. Mr. O’Reilly is everything Basil loves – he’s 
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cheap. Generally, cheap ain’t good. Whenever work 

needs to be done around Fawlty Towers, you can bet 

that Mr. Stubbs and Mr. O’Reilly will be there to stand 

in for the conflict in our natures between wishing to do 

the right thing and wishing to compromise and do it on 

the cheap. Inevitably, Sybil insists that Mr. Stubbs does 

the work, Basil agrees, but secretly hires O’Reilly, is 

found out and we hear Sybil’s voice shouting “BASIL” 

to great comedic effect.

Dialing things back to the Ninth Century B.C.E. we 

find ourselves in the country of Israel at a time when Is-

rael and Judah were two different countries, although 

allied by marriage. Ahab was king of Israel. Je-

hoshaphat was king of Judah. Ahab’s daughter married 

Jehoshaphat’s son. That alliance made Ahab’s southern 

border secure, but he had a problem to the north – the 

king of Tyre, Ithobaal by name. Ithobaal was a very big 
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problem indeed for anyone in the area because he was 

ambitious and wished to expand the scope of his influ-

ence. Ahab had to find a way to preserve his country 

from Ithobaal’s expansionist plans. One way was to 

build up his military, a very expensive idea and one 

likely to fail, given Ithobaal’s power. Another way 

would be to pray to God for some direction, or to con-

sult with Israel’s prophets, which abounded. Instead, he 

called on Mr. O’Reilly for the cheapest solution, and 

married Ithobaal’s daughter, Jezebel. Well, it worked for

his southern border, didn’t it?

Of course, nothing is as simple as it first appears. 

Jezebel turns out to be truly her father’s daughter. She is

a devout worshiper of Baal. Worse that that, she’s inter-

ested in converting her husband and all of Israel to the 

worship of Baal. She managed with Ahab, but not with 

Israel and certainly not with Israel's prophets, headed at 
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the time by Elijah. As you can imagine, Israel’s 

prophets did not view Ahab’s efforts to please his for-

eign wife with equanimity. The books of Kings relate 

five important encounters with the prophets of Israel. 

This is the first of them. Ahab calls the prophets togeth-

er and Elijah, speaking for the prophets, sets out the 

problem.

Ahab sent to all the Israelites, and assembled 
the prophets at Mount Carmel. Elijah then 
came near to all the people, and said, “How 
long will you go limping with two different 
opinions? If the LORD  is God, follow him; but 
if Baal, then follow him.”

What Elijah calls “limping along with two different 

opinions” we might refer to as living with divided loy-

alties. It always leads to disaster. Mr. Stubbs or Mr. 

O’Reilly. You must choose. You can’t go through life 

limping with two different opinions. Life, as I under-
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stand it, is a constant demand for choice. It’s this or 

that, Stubbs or O’Reilly, and however clear-cut Fawlty 

Towers makes it appear for the sake of comedy, in real 

life, the choices aren’t that easy to see. As I’ve said over

and over, we are very good at constructing good reasons

to do bad things. Basil’s cheap side constantly tempts 

him to hire O’Reilly, even though the likely outcome is 

that the house will fall down. The teaching of the 

church argues against that sort of foolishness, and al-

ways has. Today, we see the rise of unaffiliated church-

es, churches who have no guidance from a larger 

church affiliation, but depend on the revelation of the 

leader. Revelation is often a good thing. It might, how-

ever, be O’Reilly in disguise. It is terribly hard to dis-

cern a true call to a leader from someone with charisma,

and the results of a mistake can be appalling.

Paul had this problem with one of his churches 900 
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years after Ahab. They had been visited by a group of 

missionaries who, with all good intentions, were bring-

ing them what they understood to be their call. Paul did 

not see it that way, and in his letter he was counseling 

his church not to limp along with two opinions.

I am astonished that you are so quickly desert-
ing the one who called you in the grace of 
Christ and are turning to a different gospel – 
not that there is another gospel, but there are 
some who are confusing you and want to per-
vert the gospel of Christ. But even if we or an 
angel from heaven should proclaim to you a 
gospel contrary to what we proclaimed to you, 
let that one be accursed! As we have said be-
fore, so now I repeat, if anyone proclaims to 
you a gospel contrary to what you received, let 
that one be accursed!

Not just any contractor will do. You must choose, 

and Paul is adamant about who that choice must be.

Paul an apostle – sent neither by human com-
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mission nor from human authorities, but 
through Jesus Christ and God the Father, who 
raised him from the dead

Paul, because he is Paul and because we view him 

through the lens of Scripture, can say that. What of con-

temporary people who feel called in the same way? 

That is the task of the larger church – to test such calls 

and to prevent us from running off in all directions at 

once in pursuit of the newest shiny thing.

This brings us to the matter of Community Presby-

terian Church and the hazards I present to you, which I 

pray you be constantly aware of. Simply put, I’m Mr. 

O’Reilly. We’ve all had a good laugh about my conver-

sation with Ned when I first began here, nearly 9 years 

ago. Ned said, “You’re going to be the savior of this 

church.”

I got flustered and replied, “Oh there’s nothing spe-
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cial about me!”

“We know you’re not special”, he replied. “You’re 

cheap.”

Bingo! I’m Mr. O’Reilly. The congregation had 

shrunk since Rev. Garda’s days, finances are tight, and I

was available. Good for both of us. It has been a fruitful

partnership. That said, though, we must always keep in 

mind that I am not an ordained Presbyterian Teaching 

Elder. That means that you, the congregation, must con-

stantly be testing my teaching lest I should get it in my 

fat little head that I’m blessed by God to teach you con-

trary to the teaching of the Presbyterian Church. This is,

truly, the “community” in Community Presbyterian 

Church. We are a community, seeking God’s will and 

unless we move as a community, we will limp along 

satisfying neither ourselves nor God. 

Paul warned the church at Galatia in these words:
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Am I now seeking human approval, or God’s 
approval? Or am I trying to please people? If I 
were still pleasing people, I would not be a ser-
vant of Christ.

If I were to forget, even for one Sunday, the limita-

tions of my qualifications and training, we would in-

evitably wind up wandering around behind the bushes 

worshiping lightning bugs. I’m human, and I need hu-

man approval. That makes me vulnerable to flattery. 

You have to make boundaries for me. You have to sur-

round me with your love, yes, and with your discipline!

Let us go on this great adventure, hand in hand, each 

propping up the other on their leaning side.

AMEN
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BENEDICTION

It’s pretty normal to look back at our past, nicely 

sealed in a frame under glass, and to long for that mem-

ory of a time when right was right and wrong was 

wrong and it was easy to tell the one from the other. 

Such a time never existed. That’s something we invent-

ed for children, and the memory of it will lead you 

astray. An adult relationship with God is an active one, 

not the passive role we played when we were children. 

We are accountable for all in our Community for we are

each given into the care of the other, and our communi-

ty is as large as God’s love for His children.

The LORD bless you and keep you; 
The LORD make His face shine on you and be gra-

cious to you; 
The LORD lift up His face upon you and give you 

peace.
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Optional parts of the readings are set off in square brackets.

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Re-
vised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of 
the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, and used by permission.

The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.

Sermon Copyright © 2016 J. Stewart Schneider
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