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Job 42:1-6, 10-17
Psalm 34:1-8
Mark 10:46-52

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts 
of faith, hope, and charity; and, that we may obtain 
what you promise, make us love what you command; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen.



Job 42:1-6, 10-17

Then Job answered the LORD:
“I know that you can do all things,

and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted.
`Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge?'
Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand,

things  too  wonderful  for  me,  which  I  did  not 
know.

`Hear, and I will speak;
I will question you, and you declare to me.'

I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear,
but now my eye sees you;

therefore I despise myself,
and repent in dust and ashes.”

And the LORD restored the fortunes of Job when he 
had prayed for his friends; and the LORD gave Job 
twice as much as he had before. Then there came to him 
all his brothers and sisters and all who had known him 
before, and they ate bread with him in his house; they 
showed him sympathy and comforted him for all the 
evil that the LORD had brought upon him; and each of 
them gave him a piece of money and a gold ring. The 
LORD blessed the latter days of Job more than his be-
ginning; and he had fourteen thousand sheep, six thou-



sand camels, a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand 
donkeys. He also had seven sons and three daughters. 
He named the first Jemimah, the second Keziah, and the 
third Keren-happuch. In all the land there were no 
women so beautiful as Job’s daughters; and their father 
gave them an inheritance along with their brothers. Af-
ter this Job lived one hundred and forty years, and saw 
his children, and his children’s children, four genera-
tions. And Job died, old and full of days.



Psalm 34:1-8 Page 627, BCP

Benedicam Dominum

1 I will bless the LORD at all times; 
his praise shall ever be in my mouth.

2 I will glory in the LORD; 
let the humble hear and rejoice.

3 Proclaim with me the greatness of the LORD; 
let us exalt his Name together.

4 I sought the LORD, and he answered me 
and delivered me out of all my terror.

5 Look upon him and be radiant, 
and let not your faces be ashamed.

6 I called in my affliction and the LORD heard me 
and saved me from all my troubles.

7 The angel of the LORD encompasses those who fear him, 
and he will deliver them.

8 Taste and see that the LORD is good; 
happy are they who trust in him!



Mark 10:46-52

Jesus and his disciples came to Jericho. As he and his 
disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Barti-
maeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by 
the roadside. When he heard that it was Jesus of 
Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of 
David, have mercy on me!” Many sternly ordered him 
to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, “Son of 
David, have mercy on me!” Jesus stood still and said, 
“Call him here.” And they called the blind man, saying 
to him, “Take heart; get up, he is calling you.” So 
throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. 
Then Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do 
for you?” The blind man said to him, “My teacher, let 
me see again.” Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has 
made you well.” Immediately he regained his sight and 
followed him on the way.





SERMON

And so...we have come to the end of the disturbing 

book of Job. I wonder what sort of effect our Sixth Cen-

tury B.C. editor’s clever book has had on you? Did it 

challenge  you?  Did  it  offend  you?  Did  you  think, 

“That’s not the way I always heard it?”

It's  important  to  remember,  when  reading  your 

Bible, that the Bible is not a book. It is a library. You 

can easily  find things in  other  books of  the  Bible  to 

counter what our editor says in Job, (and that's what we 

sometimes do when we read something in the Bible that 

shivers our timbers), but that's like trying to construct a 

coherent story at the Ashland Library by picking para-

graphs from different books and stringing them togeth-

er. You can certainly do that, but the story you wind up 

with will be your story, not Scripture. Here at the end of 

Job, I want us to focus just on what has been told us in 

this one book and to discern if it has changed anything 



in the way we perceive our relationship with God.

Clearly, the first surprise we encountered was to dis-

cover that in Job, Satan isn't God's adversary. HaSatan, 

the Accuser, is completely under God's power. He can 

do nothing without God's consent. That can be shocking 

to  hear.  Everybody  knows  that  God  and  Satan  are 

locked in a titanic struggle for our souls. That’s what we 

all  have  been taught  all  our  lives  but  it  is  not  to  be 

found in Job. Instead, Job gives us a view of what a 

world  without  Satan would look like,  a  world  where 

God, and only God, is sovereign and all-powerful. 

I can accept that goodness, righteousness and virtue 

– as represented by the UK basketball program – can be 

overcome on some occasions by the forces of evil, un-

righteousness  and vice  – as  represented by  the Duke 

University basketball program – so long as I can com-

fort  myself that in the end UK will  prevail.  It  is one 

thing to conceive of God losing a tip-off to Satan occa-



sionally. It is another matter entirely to have God por-

trayed to us as the author of Job's suffering, and further 

portrayed as permitting it for a reason that any compas-

sionate person would perceive with horror. We rejoice 

to confess that God is sovereign, the all-powerful, the 

all-knowing.  We are made enormously  uncomfortable 

by the implications of that confession. The book of Job 

jams  those  implications  right  into  our  eyeballs  and 

forces us to look at them. We have promised to be good 

scholars  today and to read Job on its own terms. How 

do you feel about this portrayal of God's relationship to 

His children? Do you mentally run away from it? Do 

you feel a strange need for a Satan to blame for the mis-

eries  of  the  world?  Are  you  moved  to  defend  God's 

goodness by conjuring up an opponent for Him to ex-

plain why bad things happen to good people?

You're  not  alone.  What  did  Eliphaz,  Bildad  and 

Zophar seek to gain for Job or for themselves in sug-



gesting that God had justly inflicted this suffering upon 

Job?  That’s  a  crummy  thing  to  do  to  their  suffering 

friend. Why did they start out so well, mourning with 

him, then end up so badly, accusing him? It is not so 

difficult  to  see.  It’s  plain  as  day,  in  fact.  Job’s  three 

friends knew what sort of a God they wanted — one 

that blesses the righteous and curses the wicked. That’s 

the most useful sort of a God to have. What they over-

looked is that God is not God to be useful to us. We are 

sustained by God to be useful to Him. 

When we confront  another's  grief,  we rightly  say 

something like “I'm so sorry for your loss” but often we 

then try to recast  the loss into something positive by 

saying,  “God  needed  another  angel”  or  “God  has  a 

plan”. We're saying “God is good. God permitted this to 

happen. Therefore, this is really good and if you insist 

on grieving, you just don't get it.” This is just what the 

three friends did. They substituted a defense of God's 



goodness  for  an  outreach of  compassion.  No wonder 

Job reacted so strongly!

Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar concluded that God has 

control over everything in the world. God is good, so 

Job must be bad. They maintained that God is just and 

righteous  and  that  if  Job  suffered  terribly,  he  had  it 

coming. What they  really meant is that they believed 

they  could  stand in  judgment  of  God’s  righteousness 

and defend it if it was required.

What does that even mean, that they believed they 

could stand in judgment of God’s righteousness and de-

fend  it  if  it  was  required?  Job,  Eliphaz,  Bildad  and 

Zophar all started out with the same idea about God. A 

just God blesses the righteous and curses the wicked. 

Therefore, God is just so long as He acts in agreement 

with their understanding of a just God. That is their idea 

about God and the three friends defend that notion with 

rabid  single-mindedness.  Job,  too,  believes  it  for  he 



cries throughout for God to show him how the horrors 

inflicted on him fit within the paradigm of a God who is 

just  because  He  blesses  the  righteous  and  curses  the 

wicked. I’m not saying God is not just. I'm saying that 

God's children cannot render a judgment on God's right-

eousness. We have no more business judging whether 

God  is  or  is  not  righteous  than  we  have  to  judge 

whether water is wet. If we question whether water is 

wet, we admit the possibility that it might not be. If we 

question whether God is just, we admit the possibility 

that He might not be. By mounting a defense of God’s 

justice, the three friends admit the possibility that God 

might be unjust, and thus need defending.

My daughter recommended that I read “Life of Pi”, 

and I did so. It’s a wonderful book and will come out as 

a movie next month. Here’s what the author says:

There are always those who take it upon them-
selves to defend God, as if Ultimate Reality, as 



if the sustaining frame of existence, were some-
thing weak and helpless. These people walk by 
a widow deformed by leprosy begging for a 
few paise, walk by children dressed in rags liv-
ing in the street, and they think, "Business as 
usual." But if they perceive a slight against 
God, it is a different story. Their faces go red, 
their chests heave mightily, they sputter angry 
words. The degree of their indignation is aston-
ishing. Their resolve is frightening. The main 
battlefield for good is not the open ground of 
the public arena but the small clearing of each 
heart. Meanwhile, the lot of widows and home-
less children is very hard, and it is to their de-
fense, not God's, that the self-righteous should 
rush1.

Defending poor old God is apparently a highly at-

tractive  activity  for  many  people.  This  month,  some-

thing like 10,000 people protested at Google headquar-

ters in London over the controversial anti-Islam video 

“The Innocence of Muslims”. Before we Christians get 

too  self-righteous  about  that,  we  should  remind  our-

1 “Life of Pi” (Yann Martel) -  Page 70 



selves that Martin Scorsese’s “The Last Temptation of 

Christ”  elicited  angry  protests  across  the  Christian 

world, including the firebombing of a Paris movie the-

ater. 

You would have to be dead from the ears up not to 

recognize the countless evil acts through history which 

have been done in the name of religion. Our temptation 

is to lay those evil acts at the feet of Satan. I would sug-

gest that we don't have to reach so far as that to find the 

source of the evil we do. We have met the enemy and 

he is us, said Pogo. Our need to coral God within the 

confines  of  our  understanding of  Him, rather  than to 

submit ourselves to His guidance, is powerful. So pow-

erful, indeed, that we easily convince ourselves that we 

are defending God when we are really defending our 

own ideas  about God.  God is  not  served by  sending 

Crusaders to Jerusalem or airplanes to New York.

Last  Sunday,  something  changed for  Job,  though. 



God spoke to him from the whirlwind saying, “Who is 

this  that  darkens  counsel  by  words  without 

knowledge?” Who, indeed, are we to put ourselves in a 

position to judge whether God acts justly or not? The 

book of Job draws this picture in the most extreme way 

possible so that we can see our error clearly. God does 

not require defense, for there is no possibility that God 

is other than God.

Job perceives his error from God's words. In a flash 

he sees what he has done, how he has distorted his rela-

tionship with his God, how he has sinned, and Job re-

pents.

Then Job answered the LORD:
“I know that you can do all things,

and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted.
`Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge?'
Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand,

things too wonderful  for me, which I  did not 
know.

`Hear, and I will speak;



I will question you, and you declare to me.'
I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear,

but now my eye sees you;
therefore I despise myself,

and repent in dust and ashes.”

And what  of Eliphaz,  Bildad and Zophar,  the de-

fenders  of  God's  righteousness?  What  is  God's  judg-

ment of His defense team?

After the Lord had spoken these words to Job, 
the Lord said to Eliphaz the Temanite: ‘My 
wrath is kindled against you and against your 
two friends; for you have not spoken of me 
what is right, as my servant Job has. Now there-
fore take seven bulls and seven rams, and go to 
my servant Job, and offer up for yourselves a 
burnt-offering; and my servant Job shall pray 
for you, for I will accept his prayer not to deal 
with you according to your folly; for you have 
not spoken of me what is right, as my servant 
Job has done.’

The  book  of  Job  is  a  scourge,  church.  It  hits  us 

squarely in the place we like to feel we are most right-

eous. The book of Job is a harrow. It chops the clods 



and roots of our past life into fertile loam in which a 

new life can take root. The book of Job is a condemna-

tion of our insistence upon believing that we possess 

God’s wisdom. 

Last week, our Gospel lesson was from Mark, and 

involved James and John seeking places of honor for 

themselves in the Kingdom. Jesus said,

… whoever wishes to become great among you 
must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be 
first among you must be slave of all. For the 
Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, 
and to give his life a ransom for many.’ 

In the Gospel passage for today, which immediately 

follows last week’s account, Jesus restores the sight of 

Timaeus’ blind son. In Mark, restoration of sight is of-

ten a signal that a great truth has been revealed to those 

who would see. Such is the case here. To follow Jesus is 

to  take  on  the  servant’s  role.  Being  servant  of  all  is 

quite time-consuming enough. You will have no spare 



time to involve yourself with a defense of God if you 

truly see the suffering of your brothers and sisters and 

respond to it. It is to the suffering of your brothers and 

sisters that you are called. God can take care of Him-

self.

AMEN
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