
The Lessons Appointed for Use on the

Sunday closest to October 19

Proper 24

Year B

RCL

Job 38:1-7
Psalm 104:1-9, 25, 37b
Mark 10:35-45

Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have re-

vealed your glory among the nations: Preserve the 

works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the 

world may persevere with steadfast faith in the confes-

sion of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

for ever and ever. Amen.
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Job 38:1-7, (34-41)

Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind:

“Who is this that darkens counsel by words without 
knowledge?
Gird up your loins like a man,

I will question you, and you shall declare to me.

“Where were you when I laid the foundation of the 
earth?

Tell me, if you have understanding.
Who determined its measurements – surely you know!

Or who stretched the line upon it?
On what were its bases sunk,

or who laid its cornerstone
when the morning stars sang together

and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy?”
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Mark 10:35-45

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to

Jesus and said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do for 

us whatever we ask of you.” And he said to them, 

“What is it you want me to do for you?” And they said 

to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one 

at your left, in your glory.” But Jesus said to them, “You

do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink 

the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism that

I am baptized with?” They replied, “We are able.” Then

Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink;

and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you 

will be baptized; but to sit at my right hand or at my left

is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has 

been prepared.”

When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with 
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James and John. So Jesus called them and said to them, 

“You know that among the Gentiles those whom they 

recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their 

great ones are tyrants over them. But it is not so among 

you; but whoever wishes to become great among you 

must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first 

among you must be slave of all. For the Son of Man 

came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a 

ransom for many.”
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SERMON

A pastor friend of mine taught a class I attended years 

and years ago. I don’t remember what the class was 

about or even where it was held, but I’ve never forgot-

ten an off-hand comment he made. He said, “Jesus ain’t

your fishin' buddy.”

Edd and I were talking after service last week and we 

agreed that no one remembers lectures, but everyone re-

members bits like this. Jesus ain’t your fishin’ buddy. 

That is a POWERFUL statement. That might be the 

whole sermon right there. For sure, that’s the only thing

that will be said from the pulpit this Sunday which you 

are likely to remember, and that’s OK. It’s the most 

powerful thing you’ll hear today. We need to have a 

deeper understanding of prayer, and that understanding 

begins with a recognition that Jesus ain't your fishin' 

buddy. 
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Now, let me explain. See if this sounds familiar:

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came 
forward to Jesus and said to him, “Teacher, we 
want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.”

Well, I don't doubt that a bit! I'd like Jesus to do for 

me whatever I ask of Him as well. Talk about a handy 

arrangement! Now, when I put it like this, it sounds 

ridiculous, and it is, but it also reflects the viewpoint of 

many people I run into – people who would describe 

themselves as Bible-believing Christians – who believe 

that Jesus is obligated to do whatever you ask of him. Is

that really the purpose of prayer? To give God His 

marching orders? Since I asked it this way, you can be 

pretty sure that the answer is “No”. Prayer is the way 

we connect our empathy and our compassion with 

God's love for His children. It is of incalculable worth 

for the purpose of prayer isn't to change God, but to 
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change US. Misunderstanding the relationship God is 

offering will lead you, without fail, to calamity. The 

Gospel, the good news, tells us that we can have a rela-

tionship with the Creator of all. The bad news is that 

unless you are very, very careful, you may wind up with

the servant's shoe on the wrong foot. 

The gift of prayer changes us from isolated egos into 

compassionate citizens of the kingdom. Prayer allows 

us to share in the suffering of others even though our in-

clination is always to avoid suffering. Suffering fright-

ens us, and our first inclination, when faced with the 

suffering of others, is to discover or invent a way to 

make it the sufferer's fault. The poor aren’t poor be-

cause the economic system is stacked against those who

can offer only their labor, they are poor because they’re 

lazy. I shared with you once that every time I came 

down with a head cold, my father would badger me to 
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find out when I had gone outside without a hat, because

in dad’s world, no one ever got a cold while wearing a 

hat. That's what makes Job such a harrowing book. The 

suffering of others frightens us because the possibility 

of undeserved suffering frightens us. Left to our own 

inclinations, we will act to protect our self and our com-

fortable preferences by blaming the sufferer, rather than

offering comfort. To enter into prayer is to enter into 

selflessness.

It seems to me that behind many of our false steps, 

and this one in particular, lies an overriding loss – we 

have lost the art of submission. We have forgotten, if 

we ever knew it, that human beings are not the source 

of meaning or value, but children of our Father whose 

ways are not our ways and whose thoughts are not our 

thoughts. Tragically, the materialist culture in which we

live makes it worse by informing us that if a thing can-
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not be explained, it cannot be taken seriously. We can-

not explain God, so we grant him second seat honors 

and forget that we, all of us, are His children, not ar-

biters of His creation. When discussing important ques-

tions in the 21st Century, there’s too much certainty for 

my tastes. Not to put too fine a point on it, we have an 

awful tendency to get too big for our britches.  

“It is not the task of Christianity to provide 
easy answers for every question, but to make
us progressively aware of a mystery. God is 
not so much the object of our knowledge as 
the cause of our wonder.”1

The mystery represented by the three letters G-O-D is 

the cause of our wonder. We are in danger of losing ap-

preciation for mystery, without which we can never en-

ter fully into the relationship God offers.  How may we 

regain our appreciation for mystery? Not, I’m sorry to 

say, without some pain, and painful correction.
1 Metropolitan Kallistos Ware
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Job had the worst day ever. I don’t want to even think 

about everything that happened to him, all because of a 

dispute in God’s throne room about which he knew 

nothing. Job was being tested, as we all are, for reasons 

that he was unaware of. In response to his complaints, 

God answered him in this fashion:

“Who is this that darkens counsel by words 
without knowledge?
Gird up your loins like a man,

I will question you, and you shall declare to
me.

“Where were you when I laid the foundation of
the earth?

Tell me, if you have understanding.
Who determined its measurements – surely 
you know!

Or who stretched the line upon it?
On what were its bases sunk,

or who laid its cornerstone
when the morning stars sang together

and  all  the  heavenly  beings  shouted  for
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joy?”

When God asks these things of Job, God is, as well, 

asking us. When God asks, “Who is this that darkens 

counsel by words without knowledge?” we are likely to 

answer without shame, “It’s me. I want you to do what-

ever I ask”, and fail to see what’s wrong with such an 

answer. 

So what is it that James and John wish Jesus to do for 

them?

And he said to them, “What is it you want me 
to do for you?” And they said to him, “Grant 
us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your
left, in your glory.”

They want a place on the board of directors! It's no 

wonder the other ten became angry with them. If you 

are a politician and want to be very sure I won’t vote 

for you, just tell me that you have “Christian values”.  

Following Jesus is an act of the greatest humility and 
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self-denial, not an opportunity for secular advancement.

“You know that among the Gentiles those 
whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over
them, and their great ones are tyrants over 
them. But it is not so among you; but whoever 
wishes to become great among you must be 
your servant, and whoever wishes to be first 
among you must be slave of all. For the Son of 
Man came not to be served but to serve, and to 
give his life a ransom for many.”

Jesus came not to be served but to serve. Where do we

get off putting ourselves above Jesus? 

So, where does this leave us on the problem with 

prayer? Can we pray, and still retain our proper rela-

tionship with God? Of course! Paul made no bones 

about that when he wrote to the church at Thessalonica:

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will 
of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench 
the Spirit.2

2 1 Thessalonians 5:16-19
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Obviously, Paul cannot mean we are to be in a head-

bowed, eyes-closed posture all day long. Paul is refer-

ring to an attitude of God-consciousness and God-sur-

render that we carry with us all the time. Every waking 

moment is to be lived in an awareness that God is with 

us and that He is actively involved and engaged in our 

thoughts and actions.3

Prayer opens the gateways of our compassion. It is 

impossible to harbor ill-feeling and hatred toward one 

for whom you earnestly pray. To open a channel of 

prayer with God is to open a channel to your innermost 

being through which the Spirit may enter and touch 

you, and all for whom you pray. 

When our thoughts turn to worry, fear, discourage-

ment, and anger, we are to consciously and quickly turn

every thought into prayer and every prayer into thanks-

3 For a fuller discussion, see http://www.gotquestions.org/pray-without-ceasing.html, to which I am indebted
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giving. Rejoice always, church, that you are given the 

gift of prayer. Consider well your humility and pray 

without ceasing. Remember, Jesus ain’t your fishin’ 

buddy, but God is with you and actively involved and 

engaged in your thoughts and actions every moment of 

every day.

AMEN
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BENEDICTION

In the letter to the Hebrews we find the following:

In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up 
prayers and supplications, with loud cries and 
tears, to the one who was able to save him 
from death, and he was heard because of his 
reverent submission. Although he was a Son, 
he learned obedience through what he suffered;
and having been made perfect, he became the 
source of eternal salvation for all who obey 
him ...

“Jesus was heard because of his reverent submission.”

There is a powerful reminder in those few words. Heed 

them.

The Lord bless you and keep you;
the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gra-
cious to you;
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you
peace.
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SESSION AGENDA
1.No phone service in main building.
2.Toilet in woman's restroom needs work
3.We need the pilot light lit. Why do we not leave it 

on?
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Optional parts of the readings are set off in square brackets.

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Re-
vised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of 
the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, and used by permission.

The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.

Sermon Copyright © 2015 J. Stewart Schneider
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