
The Lessons Appointed for Use on the

Sunday closest to June 8

Proper 5

Year B

RCL

1 Samuel 8:4-11, (12-15), 16-20, (11:14-15)
Psalm 138
Mark 3:20-35

O God, from whom all good proceeds: Grant that by your inspiration we 

may think those things that are right, and by your merciful guiding may do 

them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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1 Samuel 8:4-11, (12-15), 16-20, (11:14-15)

All the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah, 

and said to him, “You are old and your sons do not follow in your ways; ap-

point for us, then, a king to govern us, like other nations.” But the thing dis-

pleased Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to govern us.” Samuel prayed 

to the LORD, and the LORD said to Samuel, “Listen to the voice of the people 

in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but they have re-

jected me from being king over them. Just as they have done to me, from the

day I brought them up out of Egypt to this day, forsaking me and serving other

gods, so also they are doing to you. Now then, listen to their voice; only – you 

shall solemnly warn them, and show them the ways of the king who shall reign

over them.”

So Samuel reported all the words of the LORD to the people who were ask-

ing him for a king. He said, “These will be the ways of the king who will reign 

over you: he will take your sons and appoint them to his chariots and to be his

horsemen, and to run before his chariots; [and he will appoint for himself 

commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties, and some to plow his 

ground and to reap his harvest, and to make his implements of war and the 

equipment of his chariots. He will take your daughters to be perfumers and 

cooks and bakers. He will take the best of your fields and vineyards and olive 

orchards and give them to his courtiers. He will take one-tenth of your grain 

and of your vineyards and give it to his officers and his courtiers.] He will take

your male and female slaves, and the best of your cattle and donkeys, and 

put them to his work. He will take one-tenth of your flocks, and you shall be 
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his slaves. And in that day you will cry out because of your king, whom you 

have chosen for yourselves; but the LORD will not answer you in that day.”

But the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel; they said, “No! But 

we are determined to have a king over us, so that we also may be like other 

nations, and that our king may govern us and go out before us and fight our 

battles.”

Samuel said to the people, “Come, let us go to Gilgal and there renew the 

kingship.” So all the people went to Gilgal, and there they made Saul king be-

fore the LORD in Gilgal. There they sacrificed offerings of well-being before 

the LORD, and there Saul and all the Israelites rejoiced greatly.
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Psalm 138 Page 793, BCP

Confitebor tibi

1 I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; 
before the gods I will sing your praise.

2 I will bow down toward your holy temple
and praise your Name, 
because of your love and faithfulness;

3 For you have glorified your Name 
and your word above all things.

4 When I called, you answered me; 
you increased my strength within me.

5 All the kings of the earth will praise you, O LORD, 
when they have heard the words of your mouth.

6 They will sing of the ways of the LORD, 
that great is the glory of the LORD.

7 Though the LORD be high, he cares for the lowly; 
he perceives the haughty from afar.

8 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; 
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies;
your right hand shall save me.

9 The LORD will make good his purpose for me; 
O LORD, your love endures for ever;
do not abandon the works of your hands.
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Mark 3:20-35

The crowd came together again, so that Jesus and his disciples could not 

even eat. When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people 

were saying, “He has gone out of his mind.” And the scribes who came down 

from Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he 

casts out demons.” And he called them to him, and spoke to them in parables,

“How can Satan cast out Satan? If a kingdom is divided against itself, that 

kingdom cannot stand. And if a house is divided against itself, that house will 

not be able to stand. And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, 

he cannot stand, but his end has come. But no one can enter a strong man’s 

house and plunder his property without first tying up the strong man; then in-

deed the house can be plundered.

“Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blas-

phemies they utter; but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never

have forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin” – for they had said, “He has 

an unclean spirit.”

Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to 

him and called him. A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, 

“Your mother and your brothers and sisters are outside, asking for you.” And 

he replied, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” And looking at those who 

sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! Whoever does

the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.”
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SERMON

Every time I read this account from Mark, I am cast back 50 years in my 

mind to the riots on the University of Kentucky campus protesting the Viet-

nam war. I am once again a skinny policeman with a responsibility to keep or-

der, facing off against people my own age who felt a responsibility to change 

the existing order. That’s something we forget about Jesus. Jesus was a kid! If

my son had had children, they would be about Jesus’ age now or a bit older, 

so I'm old enough to be Jesus' grandfather!

I sometimes think about the parents of those protesting students as they 

read of the disorder on campus or watched news reports. What was going 

through their minds? How did they respond? Did any of them do as Mary did?

When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for peo-
ple were saying, “He has gone out of his mind.”

I suspect some did. I suspect some families piled into the car and headed 

for Lexington to retrieve their student to protect them, for they had clearly 

gone out of their minds. What sort of welcome did these families receive? We 

can’t say, but when Jesus’ family arrived,

Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, 
they sent to him and called him. A crowd was sitting around him; 
and they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers and sisters 
are outside, asking for you.” And he replied, “Who are my mother
and my brothers?” And looking at those who sat around him, he 
said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! Whoever does the 
will of God is my brother and sister and mother.”

That’s shocking. That’s offensive. That makes me mad, every time I read it.

My notion of Jesus, I confess, is composed mostly of sugar syrup and meta-

phorical puppy dogs. My notion of Jesus is of the guy who is always nice to 

people, but Jesus was not nailed to a cross because he was an inoffensive nice
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guy. What have we lost by banishing the offensive Jesus to the margins of our 

consciousness? We are not going to understand the Son of Man until we con-

fess and confront that we have neutered Jesus. We’ve turned Him into a stan-

dard bearer for what my friend, Judge Jeff Preston, used to call “the regular 

way”. He meant by that the received wisdom of our culture and country – the 

right and acceptable way of things.  

Hundreds of years before Jesus’ time, the people of Israel had no king. In-

stead, they were led by God, through His prophet, Samuel. That was not ac-

ceptable to them. Being led by God, in the minds of the elders of Israel, was 

not “the regular way”.

All the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at 
Ramah, and said to him, “You are old and your sons do not follow 
in your ways; appoint for us, then, a king to govern us, like other 
nations.”

Following God's lead inevitably means stepping away from the regular way 

into the extraordinary, and that's seldom a comfortable place to be. God told 

Samuel to tell the people just what a king would do but they insisted, and 

God gave them their head. Notice what they did in response.

So all the people went to Gilgal, and there they made Saul king 
before the LORD in Gilgal. There they sacrificed offerings of well-
being before the LORD, and there Saul and all the Israelites re-
joiced greatly.

The first thing they did when they got what they wanted was to ask God to 

bless their way even though THEIR way was to turn AWAY from God. 

Listen to the voice of the people in all that they say to you; for 
they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me from be-
ing king over them.

We are to follow where God leads, not the other way round, but throughout
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all of history we have had a lot of trouble keeping that in mind.

So, this kid Jesus has apparently fallen in with a bunch of radical people 

and is saying dangerous, offensive things and the good people of the town 

have had about enough and they bring the harshest accusation available to 

them, “He has Beelzebul!” Jesus neatly skewers this accusation.

How can Satan cast out Satan? If a kingdom is divided against it-
self, that kingdom cannot stand. And if a house is divided against 
itself, that house will not be able to stand. And if Satan has risen 
up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but his end 
has come.

There is more to Jesus' rejoinder, “How can Satan cast out Satan?” than a 

clever piece of rhetoric. Jesus is asking, “How can we accomplish good ends 

by evil means?” It is the offensive question Jesus always asks us, and it is time

and past time for us to honor it with our attention. 

“The illusion that Satan can cast out Satan extends into all realms of 
life; that truth can be established by lies, that liberty can be advanced 
by repression, that democracy can be enhanced by arbitrary measures,
that religion can be served by compulsion. Evil will always produce 
evil. Good ends cannot be achieved by evil means, for the means have a
subtle but inevitable way of becoming the ends.”1

To the people of the time, Jesus was clearly mad. Why are we, who claim 

the name Christian today, never similarly accused? Sinclair Lewis in one of his 

early stories, writes of a man who had a project for organizing a “Society for 

the Promotion of Madness Among the Respectable Classes”. Why are there not

chapters of this Society in every church basement?

From the demands of the elders in Samuel’s time that Samuel institute the 

way of other nations, through the accusations of madness or demonic posses-

sion leveled against Jesus, to the institution of Christianity as the state reli-

1 Interpreter's Bible, Volume VII, Copyright 1951, Pierce and Smith in the United States of America
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gion of Rome, right down to our time in which the flag of Christ shares honor 

of place with the stars and stripes, we honor God but worship the regular way.

The regular way is the way of our personal righteousness, the received wis-

dom of our tribe, learned from our parents and our teachers before us and it 

is no less than the fuel powering the cries against Jesus in our Gospel passage 

today.  Dietrich Bonhoeffer declared that the primal sin of humanity consists 

in putting the knowledge of good and evil before the knowledge of God.2 We 

yearn for the regular way, the way of our own righteousness, as a child yearns

for mother’s milk.

To follow the way of Christ is to turn from the regular way and to surrender 

to the will of God. Following the way of Christ is to devote yourself to deter-

mining what God demands of you, for make no mistake – God has such a plan 

for you. Jeremiah spoke words of comfort to the people in exile. Those words 

are equally important for us to hear as we live out our exile in a world which 

views God as primarily an opinion.

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a fu-
ture. Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I 
will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me
with all your heart. I will be found by you,” declares the LORD, 
“and will bring you back from captivity.”3

We are held, by our own consent, in captivity to “the regular way”. The 

“regular way” is a rut which we follow mindlessly. I'm reminded that a rut is a

grave with the ends kicked out. To lift from the grave and abandon the regu-

lar way so as to see the course God would have each of us follow will seem 

mad and more than mad to those who have not done so, but we are called to 

2 N. T. Wright. Evil and the Justice of God (Kindle Location 505). Kindle Edition. 
3 New International Version
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no less.

AMEN
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BENEDICTION

Bruce Jenner is now Caitlin Jenner. That is not the “regular way” and the 

received wisdom of my tribe screams in my ear every time I hear of it. The 

regular way would lead me to behave inexcusably toward her, were I to meet 

her. Our own sense of righteousness is a poor guide. Much better to confess 

our sin to embrace the Good News of the Gospel, which says not a word about

such a thing.

May the love of God the Father
The Grace of God the Son
And the Communion of God the Holy Spirit go and abide with you this day and 
forevermore. 

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Re-
vised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of 
the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, and used by permission.

The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.

Sermon Copyright © 2015 J. Stewart Schneider
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