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Haggai 1:15b-2:9
Psalm 98
Luke 20:27-38

O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he 

might destroy the works of the devil and make us chil-

dren of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having 

this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is pure; that, 

when he comes again with power and great glory, we 

may be made like him in his eternal and glorious king-

dom; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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Haggai 1:15b-2:9

In the second year of King Darius, in the seventh 

month, on the twenty-first day of the month, the word 

of the LORD came by the prophet Haggai, saying: 

Speak now to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of 

Judah, and to Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest, 

and to the remnant of the people, and say, Who is left 

among you that saw this house in its former glory? How 

does it look to you now? Is it not in your sight as noth-

ing? Yet now take courage, O Zerubbabel, says the 

LORD; take courage, O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the 

high priest; take courage, all you people of the land, 

says the LORD; work, for I am with you, says the 

LORD of hosts, according to the promise that I made 

you when you came out of Egypt. My spirit abides 

among you; do not fear. For thus says the LORD of 
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hosts: Once again, in a little while, I will shake the 

heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land; and 

I will shake all the nations, so that the treasure of all na-

tions shall come, and I will fill this house with splendor, 

says the LORD of hosts. The silver is mine, and the 

gold is mine, says the LORD of hosts. The latter splen-

dor of this house shall be greater than the former, says 

the LORD of hosts; and in this place I will give pros-

perity, says the LORD of hosts.
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Psalm 98, Page 727, BCP

Cantate Domino

1 Sing to the LORD a new song, 
for he has done marvelous things.

2 With his right hand and his holy arm 
has he won for himself the victory.

3 The LORD has made known his victory; 
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations.

4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, 
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.

5 Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; 
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.

6 Sing to the LORD with the harp, 
with the harp and the voice of song.

7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
shout with joy before the King, the LORD.

8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, 
the lands and those who dwell therein.

9 Let the rivers clap their hands, 
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD,
when he comes to judge the earth.

10 In righteousness shall he judge the world 
and the peoples with equity.
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Luke 20:27-38

Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrec-

tion, came to Jesus and asked him a question, “Teacher, 

Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies, leaving 

a wife but no children, the man shall marry the widow 

and raise up children for his brother. Now there were 

seven brothers; the first married, and died childless; 

then the second and the third married her, and so in the 

same way all seven died childless. Finally the woman 

also died. In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will 

the woman be? For the seven had married her.”

Jesus said to them, “Those who belong to this age 

marry and are given in marriage; but those who are con-

sidered worthy of a place in that age and in the resurrec-

tion from the dead neither marry nor are given in mar-

riage. Indeed they cannot die anymore, because they are 
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like angels and are children of God, being children of 

the resurrection. And the fact that the dead are raised 

Moses himself showed, in the story about the bush, 

where he speaks of the Lord as the God of Abraham, 

the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. Now he is God 

not of the dead, but of the living; for to him all of them 

are alive.”

6



SERMON

This is going to be another one of those Sundays 

where I stop preaching and start meddling. I want you 

to know that up front. I’m very likely to rock the boat 

this Sunday. I’m not doing that just to pull your chain. 

I’m doing it because of the destructive human prefer-

ence for doing things our way then becoming disheart-

ened when that doesn’t work out. I’m going to rock the 

boat because I want to show you a way to find hope in 

God’s leadership and that means giving up our trust in 

our own leadership. I want to show you a way to find 

hope and a future in submission to God’s will.

First, the indictment: We’re all guilty of wishing to 

serve God but only in an advisory capacity. When we 

do that, God replies in the words of C.S. Lewis:

Give me all of you!!! I don’t want so much of 
your time, so much of your talents and money, 
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and so much of your work. I want YOU!!! ALL 
OF YOU!! I have not come to torment or frus-
trate the natural man or woman, but to KILL 
IT! No half measures will do. I don’t want to 
only prune a branch here and a branch there; 
rather I want the whole tree out! Hand it over to 
me, the whole outfit, all of your desires, all of 
your wants and wishes and dreams. Turn them 
ALL over to me, give yourself to me and I will 
make of you a new self – in my image. Give me 
yourself and in exchange I will give you My-
self. My will, shall become your will. My heart, 
shall become your heart.1

That’s our challenge, church, as we walk with God 

into the future — giving up our stubborn insistence on 

doing things our way. How do we handle a boat which 

is rocked that violently?

The Revised Common Lectionary keeps giving us an-

cient writings which could have been written last Tues-

day. Haggai is one of them.

1 C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity
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In the second year of King Darius, in the sev-
enth month, on the twenty-first day of the 
month, the word of the LORD came by the 
prophet Haggai, saying: Speak now to ... the 
remnant of the people, and say, Who is left 
among you that saw this house in its former 
glory? How does it look to you now? Is it not in 
your sight as nothing? 

Just about everyone in this congregation remembers 

our church in its former glory. We certainly don’t enjoy 

anything like glory today. You can go look up the statis-

tics on church attendance on the Internet for yourself. It 

will not make you happy. To an ever greater extent, the 

worship forms and understandings of the church as we 

know and love it are being marginalized. The people to 

whom Haggai spoke had a similar problem, but in 

spades. Their church was lying on the ground. Haggai 

was writing about Solomon’s Temple, one of the won-

ders of the ancient world, built by Solomon at the 
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height of the power of the united kingdom of Israel and 

Judah. Solomon’s Temple had been destroyed by Baby-

lon 66 years before Haggai spoke, and Israel devastated 

and depopulated by the Assyrians a century before that. 

Haggai is not given a lineage, so we don’t know any-

thing about him, but on the basis of this passage we can 

date when he wrote. Darius was a king of Persia and his 

dates are known pretty well, so Haggai wrote between 

August 29 and December 18, 520 b.c.e. The Jews had 

been allowed to return to Jerusalem in 536 b.c.e. They 

had been back nearly two decades, but the Temple still 

stood in ruins. 

What makes this sound so contemporary to me arose 

from the meeting we had with Rev. Jack Haga last Sun-

day. We had an excellent turnout from all the Presbyte-

rian churches in the area. The meeting was advertised in 

these terms:
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Conversations will center around this topic: the 
church community of one's dreams. Following 
the World Cafe guidelines, participants will ex-
plore together these questions: What does this 
community look like? What parts of that dream 
do we already have? How can we create this 
community?

The meeting, and others like it around the Presbytery, 

was intended to collect input about how the church 

should be reformed to meet the challenges of the future. 

The first thing my table wrote down as we began to en-

gage the first question, “What would the church com-

munity of your dreams look like?” was this: “Turn the 

clock back fifty years.” Our dream church was the the 

memory of one which existed half a century before.

Rev. Greg Alexander, General Minister of the Chris-

tian Church in Kentucky, identified the death cry of a 

church as the words, “Remember when we...” A church 

which engages the future with a vision of the past is a 
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dying church, he said. The challenges of the future have 

to be met with solutions fit for those challenges, not so-

lutions fit for the challenges of the past. That takes a lot 

of energy that might not be present in a church that is 

dying. Biblical history clearly teaches that the energy 

necessary  to  move  the  church  towards  its  new chal-

lenges comes from a remnant of the people, not from 

the majority. The majority don’t want the boat rocked 

and will happily ride an unrocked boat right to the bot-

tom.

So here we are in what can only be described as a 

crisis of faith for our nation. Congregations such as ours 

become smaller and grayer and outreach becomes more 

and more a question of sheep stealing, convincing peo-

ple to move to your church from the church they were 

attending because your church has better programs. It 

looks an awful lot like rearranging the deck chairs on 
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the Titanic. Our understanding of what it means to pro-

claim ourselves disciples of Christ, our treasured wor-

ship forms, even our love of pipe organ music aren’t 

quite flat on the ground like the remains of Solomon’s 

Temple, but if church membership has become a ques-

tion  of  programs instead  of  transmission  of  the  faith 

through accurate proclamation of the Gospel they are 

tipping that way.

From where we stand, listening to the cacophony of 

voices proclaiming the future of the church, it is hard to 

step aside and realize that the future of the church isn’t 

in our hands at all for it  isn’t our church. It is God’s 

church and God will lead it. Most alarmingly, God will 

not necessarily lead His church in ways which affirm 

our thoughts and preferences, but rather will lead her in 

the ways necessary for her to meet the new challenges 

she will face. The direction God will take His church 
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will  be  surprising  to  all  of  us.  The  Second  Temple 

which was built in response to the urgings of Haggai 

and Ezra and Nehemiah was not Solomn’s Temple re-

built.  It  was,  by  all  accounts,  a  much  more  modest 

structure, fit  for the challenges of a reduced kingdom 

and a changed future. 

What sorts of stirrings can we expect to see? The 

obvious one right now is gay rights. The Presbytery has 

indicated an interest  in  exploring same-sex marriages 

and the ordination of actively gay people. The six local 

churches here have expressed a firm preference not to 

even bring up that question. The same thing is happen-

ing in the Roman Catholic Church. I saw in a news re-

port from the Vatican, the following:

Vatican City (AFP) – The Vatican on Tuesday 
launched an unprecedented worldwide consul-
tation on modern families including same-sex 
couples as part of Pope Francis’s drive to re-
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form the Catholic Church.

A questionnaire has been sent to bishops around 
the world asking them for detailed information 
about the “many new situations requiring the 
Church’s attention and pastoral care”.

“Concerns which were unheard of until a few 
years ago have arisen today as a result of differ-
ent situations, from the widespread practice of 
cohabitation … to same-sex unions,” it said.

Referring to gay couples, one questions asks: 
“What pastoral attention can be given to people 
who have chosen to live in these types of 
union?”

“In the case of unions of persons of the same 
sex who have adopted children, what can be 
done pastorally in light of transmitting the 
faith?”

Vatican expert Marco Politi, who writes for the 
Italian weekly L’Espresso, told AFP that “it is 
hugely significant that the Church, instead of 
presenting its ‛truth’ on families, civil unions 
and homosexuality from on high, wants to hear 
about the experience of the local faithful.”
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Francis has said priests should baptise children 
even when the parents are not married and, 
when asked recently about his views on gays, 
he replied: “If someone is gay and seeks the 
Lord with good will, who am I to judge?”2

Senor Politi has it exactly right when he observes, 

“...it  is  hugely  significant  that  the  Church,  instead of 

presenting its ‛truth’ on families, civil unions and ho-

mosexuality from on high, wants to hear about the ex-

perience  of  the  local  faithful.”  That’s  a  remarkable 

thing! The Roman church feels a need to be informed 

by the experience of Christians living their lives in the 

current world rather than presenting its truth from on 

high as it has historically done! This is why I think God 

may well lead His church in ways that will surprise all 

of us. It’s also why I know I am stepping on toes which 

are precious to me. Many of us want the church to do 

just what it has done historically — present truth from 
2 http://news.ng.msn.com/world-news/vatican-launches-global-consultation-on-modern-families-2
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on high. We don’t like uncertainty. We want black and 

white answers to a world we know is mostly gray.

One of my dad’s favorite topics to rant about was 

turn right on red. This was, for him, a sign of the com-

ing apocalypse. Red means stop. It does not mean turn 

right. If you permit that, he felt, you might as well do 

away  with  traffic  lights  altogether.  I  pointed out  that 

there is some research from Europe which indicates that 

round-abouts are safer than traffic lights, and, indeed, at 

many intersections, having no traffic signal at all puts 

the burden on drivers to be conscious of their own well-

being  (rather  than  defending  a  right  of  way)  and  so 

leads to fewer accidents. He told me that was clearly 

crazy.  So  it  is  with  us.  We  think  the  understanding 

which we received as children is as inviolable as a red 

light. Just like Dad, we all have a real, tangible need to 

believe that this is right and that is wrong, and the more 
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so if we can read it as “I am right and you are wrong”. 

In  today’s society  that  need for  certainty  evolves, 

for  many  people,  into  defining  a  group of  people  or 

practices that God hates, making it OK to hate them as 

well. This is the thought process which drives the Tal-

iban and other hate groups, but it is also behind those 

who have assassinated physicians  who perform abor-

tions in this country, and those who exclude gay people 

from worship.  If  God has  taught  us  to  approach His 

children  and  His  creation  with  love,  and  if  Satan  is 

viewed as God’s opposite, then the works of Satan are 

the urgings we all feel to treat some of God’s children 

with hate and violence. When we embrace hurtful be-

havior toward others, whose standard is being waved? 

God’s or Satan’s?

I don’t have any idea how this will play out. I can’t 

imagine the forms the church of the future will take un-
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der God’s leadership. I do know that it won’t be under-

taken without suffering and opposition from the major-

ity. But I believe in the remnant which God identifies as 

the carriers of  the faith into the future,  and I believe 

God when he tells me:

Yet now take courage ... all you people of the 
land, says the LORD; work, for I am with 
you ... according to the promise that I made you 
when you came out of Egypt. My spirit abides 
among you; do not fear.

 I do not fear for us. Rather, I pray for humility to 

follow where He leads.

AMEN
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Optional parts of the readings are set off in square brackets.

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Re-
vised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of 
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, and used by permission.

The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.
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