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Psalm 30
Galatians 6:1-16
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20

O  God, you have taught us to keep all your com-

mandments by loving you and our neighbor: Grant us 

the grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted 

to you with our whole heart, and united to one another 

with pure affection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

for ever and ever. Amen.



Psalm 30

Exaltabo te, Domine
1  I  will exalt you, O  LORD,

because you have lifted me up 
and have not let my enemies triumph over me.

2 O  LORD  my God, I cried out to you, 
and you restored me to health.

3 You brought me up, O  LORD, from the dead; 
you restored my life as  I  was going down to the
grave.

4 Sing to the  LORD, you servants of his; 
give thanks for the remembrance of his holiness.

5 For his wrath endures but the twinkling of an eye, 
his favor for a lifetime.

6 Weeping may spend the night, 
but joy comes in the morning.

7 While I felt secure, I said,
“I shall never be disturbed. 
You,  LORD, with your favor, made me as strong as
the mountains.”

8 Then you hid your face, 
and I was filled with fear.

9 I cried to you, O  LORD; 



I pleaded with the Lord, saying,
10 “What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the
Pit? 

will  the  dust  praise  you  or  declare  your
faithfulness?

11 Hear, O  LORD, and have mercy upon me; 
O  LORD, be my helper.”

12 You have turned my wailing into dancing; 
you have put off my sack-cloth and clothed me with
joy.

13 Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; 
O  LORD  my God, I will give you thanks for ever.



Galatians 6:1-16
My friends, if anyone is detected in a transgression, 

you who have received the Spirit should restore such a 

one in a spirit of gentleness. Take care that you your-

selves are not tempted. Bear one another's burdens, and 

in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. For if those

who are nothing think they are something, they deceive 

themselves. All must test their own work; then that 

work, rather than their neighbor's work, will become a 

cause for pride. For all must carry their own loads.

Those who are taught the word must share in all 

good things with their teacher.]

Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you 

reap whatever you sow. If you sow to your own flesh, 

you will reap corruption from the flesh; but if you sow 



to the Spirit, you will reap eternal life from the Spirit. 

So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we 

will reap at harvest-time, if we do not give up. So then, 

whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the 

good of all, and especially for those of the family of 

faith.

See what large letters I make when I am writing in 

my own hand! It is those who want to make a good 

showing in the flesh that try to compel you to be cir-

cumcised –  only that they may not be persecuted for 

the cross of Christ. Even the circumcised do not them-

selves obey the law, but they want you to be circum-

cised so that they may boast about your flesh. May I 

never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Je-

sus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me,

and I to the world. For neither circumcision nor uncir-

cumcision is anything; but a new creation is everything!



As for those who will follow this rule – peace be upon 

them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God.



Luke 10:1-11, 16-20
The Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on

ahead of him in pairs to every town and place where he 

himself intended to go. He said to them, “The harvest is

plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the 

Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.

Go on your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs 

into the midst of wolves. Carry no purse, no bag, no 

sandals; and greet no one on the road. Whatever house 

you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this house!’ And if anyone

is there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on 

that person; but if not, it will return to you. Remain in 

the same house, eating and drinking whatever they pro-

vide, for the laborer deserves to be paid. Do not move 

about from house to house. Whenever you enter a town 

and its people welcome you, eat what is set before you; 



cure the sick who are there, and say to them, ‘The king-

dom of God has come near to you.’ But whenever you 

enter a town and they do not welcome you, go out into 

its streets and say, ‘Even the dust of your town that 

clings to our feet, we wipe off in protest against you. 

Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come near.’

“Whoever listens to you listens to me, and whoever 

rejects you rejects me, and whoever rejects me rejects 

the one who sent me.”

The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, in 

your name even the demons submit to us!” He said to 

them, “I watched Satan fall from heaven like a flash of 

lightning. See, I have given you authority to tread on 

snakes and scorpions, and over all the power of the ene-

my; and nothing will hurt you. Nevertheless, do not re-

joice at this, that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice 

that your names are written in heaven.”



SERMON

I think it is inevitable that any preacher who is do-

ing his job will, from time to time (hopefully not often) 

press his or her congregation by suggesting things that 

run counter to their well-loved assumptions. This is go-

ing to be one of those Sundays. We need to examine 

Paul’s advice about transgressors and, more uncomfort-

ably still, our response to transgressors.

Please understand that I don’t enjoy getting all up in

your face and I wouldn’t do it over unimportant things. 

When I must make you uncomfortable, I do it because I

am called to bring you the teachings of our Lord and 

sometimes those teachings are uncomfortable. Religion 

is at its best when it makes us ask hard questions of our-

selves. It is at its worst when it deludes us into thinking 

we have all the answers for everybody else.1 The faith 

1 Archibald MacLeish



we follow is not about confirmation – that you are 

“good enough” already. The faith we follow is about 

transformation – transforming you from what you are to

what God calls you to be. God didn’t call you to this 

path because you are righteous. He called you in spite 

of your unrighteousness because you are the right per-

son to address the task He has for you. Unless you and 

God are on the same page about that, the task is not go-

ing to get done. Let’s get to the task of transformation.

For over 30 years, I practiced primarily criminal 

law. That’s a long time in the criminal courts by any 

standard. Most of the people I prosecuted slipped in and

out of my life like beach sand before a receding tide, al-

though I did come to know a few. You’ll notice I said 

“people I prosecuted”. I didn’t say “criminals”. There is

no subspecies of homo sapiens called “criminal”. These

were people who were accused of doing something 



which we, as a community, decided people shouldn’t 

do. Most of them, it must be said, had, in fact, done 

something which we, as a community, had decided peo-

ple shouldn’t do. Those, in our pride, are the ones 

which we like to call “criminals”, and we do love to be 

outraged by them. That outrage offers us confirmation 

of our own righteousness by comparison, and what a 

sweet, sweet drink that is. When we are offered an op-

portunity to turn from confession of our own sins to 

outrage over the sins of someone else, we drink greedi-

ly. Paul writes that our God demands a different, more 

productive approach – transformation over outrage; 

restoration over revenge.

My friends, if anyone is detected in a trans-
gression, you who have received the Spirit 
should restore such a one in a spirit of gentle-
ness.  

There’s the place I have to get all up in your face. 



“...you who have received the Spirit should restore such

a one in a spirit of gentleness.” Paul’s words run 

counter to our well-loved assumptions about what we 

are to do with transgressors. We want to address the 

problem of law breakers, but we allow ourselves to be 

distracted by our enjoyment of self-righteous outrage. 

We are most adept at constructing good reasons to do 

bad things by this simple love of outrage in the enforce-

ment of criminal laws. The hitch is that the things we 

decide to do run counter to Paul's advice. The double 

hitch is that it doesn’t seem to be working, either. This 

country imprisons more people than any other country 

in the world and yet continues to have an appallingly 

high crime rate. The response to that high crime rate is 

often a call to get even tougher on crime. Paul dis-

agrees, and so do I. Do we have historical evidence of 

the effectiveness of harsh policies toward crime?



Hanging was the traditional form of capital 
punishment in England. However it was not 
the only one. In England beheading was nor-
mally reserved for the highborn and it was 
last used in 1747. In 1401 a law in England 
made burning the penalty for heresy. In the 
16th century during the reign of Mary (1553-
1558) nearly 300 Protestants were burned to 
death in England. In the 18th century in 
Britain women found guilty of counterfeiting
or murdering their husbands were burned. 
However burning as a punishment was abol-
ished in Britain in 1790. (That’s 14 years AF-
TER our country separated itself from 
Britain, church!).

In England the punishment for treason was 
hanging, drawing and quartering. The per-
son was drawn on a hurdle pulled by a horse
to the place of execution. They were hanged 
(strangled by being suspended by a rope) but
when they were still alive and sometimes 
conscious they were cut down. The execu-
tioner cut open their stomach and 'drew out' 
their entrails. Finally the person was behead-



ed and his body was cut into quarters. The 
last case was in 1820.2 (That was during the 
term of James Monroe, the fifth president of 
the United States.)

 If the threat of being burned alive didn’t deter peo-

ple from doing bad things, I can’t think what would! Is 

it possible that the threat of punishment, even horrible 

punishment, isn’t as effective as we would like to be-

lieve? I wonder what might really be going on in our 

hearts when we, as a community, approve of things like 

that? It is certainly not a desire to restore a transgressor. 

You cannot restore your brother by burning him alive, 

and you cannot redeem him by drawing out his entrails 

before his living eyes. If restoration of a transgressor in 

a spirit of gentleness isn’t what our culture is about, and

if deterrence, by history’s experience, isn’t effective, 

what, exactly, are we doing when we detect a person in 

2 http://www.localhistories.org/capital.html



a transgression?

Take care that you yourselves are not tempted. 
Bear one another's burdens, and in this way 
you will fulfill the law of Christ. For if those 
who are nothing think they are something, they
deceive themselves. All must test their own 
work; then that work, rather than their neigh-
bor's work, will become a cause for pride. 

As usual, Paul puts his finger on it. When we cease 

testing our own work and turn to judgment of our 

neighbor's, we are sorely tempted to an attitude of pride

and condescension. We come to think that we, who are 

nothing, are better than that and suddenly find ourselves

empowered to do bad things in response to the trans-

gressions of our brother. We don’t draw and quarter 

people, but we still do awful things to people who break

the law. We brand them with the mark of Cain so they 

are unemployable and exclude them from our society. 

They’re no longer people. They’re “criminals”. 



Well, they made their bed. Let them lie in it. 

Where’s the harm? I’ll tell you. When we dehumanize 

people, robbing them of the dignity granted all who are 

children of God, we then think we are free to do awful 

things to them. It is a horrifyingly dark corner of the hu-

man mind that we allow the sins of others to grant us 

permission to respond in kind. That’s not restoration. 

That’s revenge.

My friend Charley Bowen is a bit of a history nut. 

He posts interesting historical notes on his Facebook 

wall. This week, he posted this:

This Just In from the Time Machine: Seven-
ty-five years ago today was “Red Friday” in 
Bialystok in northeastern Poland, so named 
because on this day, the German Order Po-
lice Battalion 309 gathered in the Jewish 
quarter around the city's Great Synagogue 
and, armed with automatic pistols and hand 
grenades, began killing Jews in the streets 



and houses in the area. At least 700 Jews had
been locked into the synagogue, which had 
then been set on fire. The Nazis forced fur-
ther victims to push one another into the 
blazing building, according to contemporary
reports. Those resisting were shot. On that 
first day -- June 27, 1941 -- between 2,000 
and 2,200 Jews were killed. Another 4,000 
would die there in the next two weeks. 

How could a well-educated, supposedly civilized, 

country like Germany ever involve itself in an obsceni-

ty like this? As I said, it’s an easy, two step process:

Step one: Dehumanize your enemy. Rob him of his
dignity as one of God’s own.

Step two: Do to him whatever appeals to you. He 
is no longer a child of God.

By contrast, Tony Daniels runs a ministry for of-

fenders. His goal is to reintegrate offenders into our so-

ciety by offering them opportunities to succeed. He sees

it is the way to reduce recidivism. If an offender has no 

opportunities, he will re-offend. It’s an uphill task be-



cause he will experience some failures. When one of his

flock was recently arrested for sexually abusing a 

young girl, what was the cry? “He’s a criminal! What 

did you expect?” Never mind that the rest of Tony’s 

flock is still struggling to put their lives back in order. 

This one event confirms those well-loved assumptions 

which chain and bind us as we acknowledged in our 

prayer.

Yet our hearts are chained by anger, doubt, 
terror, and fear. We live in those chains, of-
ten not knowing that there is really any other
way. We have become accustomed to our im-
prisonment. 

I asked Tony how he reacts to this kind of response 

from the community. He said, “My wife and I have 

done foster care for years. We have gone through a lot 

of diapers, and when you do that, the smell of dirty dia-

pers fills your house. You learn to live with the stink for



the sake of the kids. When all of the kids were gone, so 

was the stink, but then it smelled like an empty nest.”

We too much love the chains which bind us – our 

well-loved assumptions of what we are to do about 

transgressors. Those assumptions lead us to see the 

world as “us” and “them”. Paul offered a different vi-

sion – he saw his churches in Galatia as a family. This 

weekend, as we celebrate the beginning of our country 

founded on a basis of the dignity of God's children, I 

am suggesting that we expand Paul's advice to all of our

population, viewing it as family as well. Some of our 

family is ill.  You wouldn't propose medical treatment 

only for the healthy members of your family, would 

you? Those who are ill are the ones who need special 

care. In Jesus' own words, recounted in all three synop-

tic Gospels:



Jesus answered, ‘Those who are well have no 
need of a physician, but those who are sick;

Paul speaks of restoration of transgressors. Jesus 

sent forth disciples to heal the world with no brief to 

punish. Think carefully before you embrace the chains 

which bind you, church.

AMEN



BENEDICTION

Tomorrow, we celebrate the birthday of our nation, 

a nation built upon the principle

 “... that all Men are created equal, that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are 
Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness.”

Of course, when the founding fathers wrote these 

words into the Declaration of Independence, they un-

derstood them in a much narrower sense than we do to-

day. People of color were excluded. Women were ex-

cluded. White males without property were excluded. 

Our country's understanding of the worth of everyone 

has evolved since that time. Transformation, of the indi-

vidual or even of a country, is always possible.

Until we meet again

May the Lord bless you and keep you.
May the Lord make his face to shine upon you, 

and be gracious to you.



May the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, 
and give you peace.
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