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1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
John 20:1-18

O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord’s Resur-

rection: Stir up in your Church that Spirit of adoption which is given to us in Baptism, 

that we, being renewed both in body and mind, may worship you in sincerity and truth; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 Page 760, BCP

Confitemini Domino

1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; *
his mercy endures for ever.

2 Let Israel now proclaim, *
“His mercy endures for ever.”

14 The LORD is my strength and my song, *
and he has become my salvation.

15 There is a sound of exultation and victory *
in the tents of the righteous:

16 “The right hand of the LORD has triumphed! *
the right hand of the LORD is exalted!
the right hand of the LORD has triumphed!”

17 I shall not die, but live, *
and declare the works of the LORD.

18 The LORD has punished me sorely, *
but he did not hand me over to death.

19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; *
I will enter them;
I will offer thanks to the LORD.

20 “This is the gate of the LORD; *
he who is righteous may enter.”

21 I will give thanks to you, for you answered me *
and have become my salvation.

22 The same stone which the builders rejected *
has become the chief cornerstone.

23 This is the LORD'S doing, *
and it is marvelous in our eyes.

24 On this day the LORD has acted; *
we will rejoice and be glad in it.
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1 Corinthians 15:1-11

I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, 

which you in turn received, in which also you stand, through which also you are being 

saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you – unless you have 

come to believe in vain.

For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ 

died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he 

was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to 

Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and 

sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. Then he ap-

peared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, he ap-

peared also to me. For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, be-

cause I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his 

grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of 

them -- though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. Whether then it was I 

or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe.
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John 20:1-18

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to 

the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went 

to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, 

“They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid 

him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two were

running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent 

down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Si-

mon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings ly-

ing there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings 

but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, 

also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, 

that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes.

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the

tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, 

one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you weep-

ing?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they 

have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there,

but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weep-

ing? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, 

“Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him 

away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” 

(which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet 

ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, `I am ascending to my 
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Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and an-

nounced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said 

these things to her.
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SERMON

Preaching a meaningful Easter sermon is NOT easy, church. Oh, preaching a trivial 

Easter sermon is a piece of Easter cake. You just hit on all the well loved images that 

have grown up over the centuries, pay homage to those traditions that are most impor-

tant in the individual church to which you are preaching, and everybody goes home to 

the Easter ham feeling uplifted and great.  They can do that because a trivial Easter ser-

mon lets the church off the hook, and never doubt that when speaking of the Resurrec-

tion, there is a hook. A trivial Easter sermon gives the good news without ever insisting 

that the church confront the outlandish account we call the Resurrection.

I chose that word, “outlandish”, carefully. The account of the Resurrection comes to 

us from somewhere outside the land in which we are comfortable, hence, outlandish. In 

the land of common human experience, dead is dead. Even Mary, in John’s account, 

can’t wrap her head around what has happened.

So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom 
Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, 
and we do not know where they have laid him.” 

Going to the tomb of a loved one and finding the grave violated –  what is she sup-

posed to think? And, again, after Simon and the other disciple had looked and gone 

home, Mary lingered and accosted a man she took for the gardener, still not understand-

ing the outlandish thing which had happened.

When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, 
but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why 
are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the 
gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 
where you have laid him, and I will take him away.”

Easter gives us a choice of two courses: we can confront the outlandish account of 

the Resurrection, or we can hunt Easter eggs with our grandchildren and avoid the 

whole, uncomfortable, issue. I know which choice I would prefer. Unfortunately, Easter 
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isn’t about my preferences. Strangely enough, Easter also isn't about whether you be-

lieve that an unquestionably dead man was raised from the grave. That boat has sailed. 

If you didn't believe that, you wouldn't be here in the first place. Easter is about the 

meaning of that Resurrection, and, in a broader sense, the meaning of the appearance of 

the Christ in the world. Unless we confront and struggle with those questions, we will 

get nothing from Easter beyond green eggs and ham.

One of my Facebook friends commented on a Palm Sunday sermon I had posted. He 

said:

Believe what you may; but what we know is that Jesus and his follow-
ers defeated the mighty Roman Empire with no army, only with ideas, 
in a movement that would be considered politics in today's world, and 
which endures 2000 years later.

He has it just right. The early church’s experience of the Resurrection was all about 

transformation – transformation of the human soul, yes, but transformation of the world 

in which we find ourselves as well. Something happened about 30 C.E. that tipped off a 

change in the world that has persisted for 2,000 years. That's an enormous thing to think

about.  

Paul is our earliest witness. His letters come before any of the Gospels. In his great 

discourse on the Resurrection from which we read today, Paul asserts:

For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: 
that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that he 
was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the 
scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he ap
peared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of 
whom are still alive, though some have died. 

Again, we're offered two courses: assume that these 500 witnesses Paul spoke of 

were victims of mass hysteria, or confess that something much greater than Easter eggs 

and new clothes happened. With apologies to my Jewish friends and relations for taking

a phrase out of context, what happened happened tikkun olam a phrase meaning, “for 
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the healing of the world”. Yes, Jesus died for the sake of our sins but that did not end the

Easter mystery. As we celebrate Communion, I remind you each time:

Whensoever we eat of this loaf and drink of this cup we do proclaim 
Christ’s life and death until He shall come again.

When He does come again, do you think He will expect us to have nothing more 

than, “Thanks a bunch, Jesus” on our lips, or do you think that He will expect us to have

acted, as He showed us, tikkun olam, for the healing of the world?

This is “the question of the ages”. We have had it preached to us from Billy Graham 

onward that “Christ did it all”, that Jesus paid the sin price, that the meaning of the 

atonement was that God views sin as so repulsive that the only way He could be satis-

fied is if somebody died for it, preferably in agony. I can’t relate to that at all, and nei-

ther, apparently, can the Presbyterian Church USA. Two years ago they dropped the 

hymn “In Christ Alone” from the hymnal. The lyrics say that “on that cross, as Jesus 

died, the wrath of God was satisfied.” The Presbyterian Committee on Congregational 

Song wanted to substitute the words, “the love of God was magnified.” The hymn's au-

thors refused, and the hymn was not accepted into our hymnal. 

One of the founders of my denomination was Barton Stone. His teaching was that 

God did not need changing, human beings did!  God has always been a redeeming God 

of love and justice. God's heart did not need to be changed, ours did.1 And the Presbyte-

rian church teaches:

Communion with God is the very goal of [our] being, but this is impos-
sible without reconciliation to God. Atonement means, therefore, the 
creation of the conditions whereby God and [humanity] come togeth-
er.2

“Atonement means, therefore, the creation of the conditions whereby God and hu-

manity come together.” What might that mean? It depends on how you view the word 

“sin”. I would urge that sin isn’t doing bad stuff that breaks God's law. Jesus did lots of 

1 Paraphrase by Dr. Lon Oliver
2 J. S. Whale, Christian Doctrine
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unlawful stuff. He healed on the Sabbath. He welcomed unrelated women into his group

and allowed them to touch Him. He stayed at the home of a leper. He made a big distur-

bance in the Temple itself, f’goodness sake! Similarly, I would further urge that you 

cannot free yourself from sin by just not doing bad stuff that breaks God's law. Instead, I

would maintain that sin is the insistence on being in charge of your own life. Sin is re-

fusing to trust God for your security, and trying instead to build your own. Living righ-

teously is not about being correct; it's about being connected. 

Whenever you're concerned about being right, some form of “purity 
code” takes over – religion as requirements, which is largely about 
rules. God will love you if you do this or if you don't do that. This ap-
peals to many people, as it gives the false self a sense of security.3

We see the terrible fruits of such an approach to religion in the activities of ISIS, and 

Boko Haram and Al-Shabaab. Sin is refusing to trust God for your security, and trying 

instead to build your own. To be touched by the Resurrection of Jesus is to cease look-

ing out at Reality and to begin looking out from Reality, just as Paul wrote to the Gala-

tians:

“I live no longer, not I; but Christ lives in me.”4

This is an entirely different way to experience life. You are no longer a witness on the

procession to the cross – you are living it with God and your efforts are directed to-

wards God's goals of healing the world of its insistence on having things its way. You're 

an instance of both the agony and the ecstasy of God and all you can do is say yes to it.  

Those who give up on Easter and go home to their well-loved traditions also give up on 

the God-given task of tikkun olam. It is the tragedy of our time that so many do so. You 

and I are committed to not give up. Not ever.

AMEN

3 Adapted from In the Footsteps of St. Paul (published by Franciscan Media, 2015)
4 Galatians 2:20
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BENEDICTION

Once upon a time there was a chicken yard. One particular chicken noticed that she 

got an extra helping of food each time the farmer fed the chickens. She came to think 

that this was so because she was more righteous than the other chickens. Of course, the 

farmer was fattening her up for Sunday dinner. She was called to a purpose, and so are 

you. 

I urge you with all the strength God has given me to hear these words, “As you, Fa-

ther, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us”. You are not called to a flabby 

faith or a trivial faith or a self-directed faith, but you are called to walk the Way shown 

by Jesus to heal our world even at the cost of your life. 

Optional parts of the readings are set off in square brackets.

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Re-
vised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of 
the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, and used by permission.

The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.

Sermon Copyright © 2015 J. Stewart Schneider
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