
The Lessons Appointed for Use on the

Sunday closest to July 27

Proper 12

Year B

RCL

2 Samuel 11:1-15
Psalm 14
John 6:1-21

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without 
whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: Increase and 
multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler 
and guide, we may so pass through things temporal, that 
we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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2 Samuel 11:1-15

In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out 
to battle, David sent Joab with his officers and all Israel 
with him; they ravaged the Ammonites, and besieged 
Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem.

It happened, late one afternoon, when David rose 
from his couch and was walking about on the roof of the 
king's house, that he saw from the roof a woman 
bathing; the woman was very beautiful. David sent 
someone to inquire about the woman. It was reported, 
“This is Bathsheba daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah 
the Hittite.” So David sent messengers to get her, and 
she came to him, and he lay with her. (Now she was pu-
rifying herself after her period.) Then she returned to 
her house. The woman conceived; and she sent and told 
David, “I am pregnant.”

So David sent word to Joab, “Send me Uriah the Hit-
tite.” And Joab sent Uriah to David. When Uriah came 
to him, David asked how Joab and the people fared, and 
how the war was going. Then David said to Uriah, “Go 
down to your house, and wash your feet.” Uriah went 
out of the king's house, and there followed him a present 
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from the king. But Uriah slept at the entrance of the 
king's house with all the servants of his lord, and did not 
go down to his house. When they told David, “Uriah did 
not go down to his house,” David said to Uriah, “You 
have just come from a journey. Why did you not go 
down to your house?” Uriah said to David, “The ark and 
Israel and Judah remain in booths; and my lord Joab and 
the servants of my lord are camping in the open field; 
shall I then go to my house, to eat and to drink, and to 
lie with my wife? As you live, and as your soul lives, I 
will not do such a thing.” Then David said to Uriah, 
“Remain here today also, and tomorrow I will send you 
back.” So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day. On the 
next day, David invited him to eat and drink in his pres-
ence and made him drunk; and in the evening he went 
out to lie on his couch with the servants of his lord, but 
he did not go down to his house.

In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent 
it by the hand of Uriah. In the letter he wrote, “Set Uriah 
in the forefront of the hardest fighting, and then draw 
back from him, so that he may be struck down and die.”
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John 6:1-21

Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also 
called the Sea of Tiberias. A large crowd kept following 
him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for 
the sick. Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there 
with his disciples. Now the Passover, the festival of the 
Jews, was near. When he looked up and saw a large 
crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where 
are we to buy bread for these people to eat?” He said 
this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going 
to do. Philip answered him, “Six months' wages would 
not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” 
One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, 
said to him, “There is a boy here who has five barley 
loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many 
people?” Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now 
there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat 
down, about five thousand in all. Then Jesus took the 
loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed 
them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much 
as they wanted. When they were satisfied, he told his 
disciples, “Gather up the fragments left over, so that 
nothing may be lost.” So they gathered them up, and 
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from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by 
those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. When 
the people saw the sign that he had done, they began to 
say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the 
world.”

When Jesus realized that they were about to come and 
take him by force to make him king, he withdrew again 
to the mountain by himself.

When evening came, his disciples went down to the 
sea, got into a boat, and started across the sea to Caper-
naum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to 
them. The sea became rough because a strong wind was 
blowing. When they had rowed about three or four 
miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming 
near the boat, and they were terrified. But he said to 
them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” Then they wanted to 
take him into the boat, and immediately the boat 
reached the land toward which they were going.
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SERMON

The Cherokee have a story that goes like this:

An old Cherokee is teaching his grandson about 
life. “A fight is going on inside me,” he said to 
the boy.

“It is a terrible fight and it is between two 
wolves. One is evil – he is anger, envy, sorrow, 
regret, greed, arrogance, self-pity, guilt, resent-
ment, inferiority, lies, false pride, superiority, 
and ego.” He continued, “The other is good – he 
is joy, peace, love, hope, serenity, humility, 
kindness, benevolence, empathy, generosity, 
truth, compassion, and faith. The same fight is 
going on inside you – and inside every other 
person, too.”

The grandson thought about it for a minute and 
then asked his grandfather, “Which wolf will 
win?”

The old Cherokee simply replied, “The one you 
feed.1”

One of the most uncomfortable things we need to 

1 http://www.firstpeople.us/FP-Html-Legends/TwoWolves-Cherokee.html
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face about ourselves is that we are creatures of divided 

motivations.  That’s  who we are  –  people  with mixed 

motives. We do plenty of things we would all agree are 

good things, but we’re much more likely to do them if 

there’s a payoff for us, as well. We’re happy to give to 

charity, but we’re also happy to take a tax deduction for 

it — not that there’s anything wrong with that.  I might 

stop and help a pretty girl with a flat tire. That’s good of 

me. The pretty girl gets her tire fixed (pretending for a 

minute that I would know how to fix a tire), and I get to 

interact with a pretty girl. It's a win-win situation. But 

being brutally honest here, I might not stop if she were 

not pretty. That’s not so good of me. We act from divid-

ed motives. Always. 

This is a Calvinist church, and Calvin taught that we 

are born Totally Depraved. Calvin didn’t mean that we 

are  individually  the  worst  people  ever  born.  He  just 
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meant that every aspect of us is touched by sin — that 

everything we do is a compromise between the wolves 

within us. Maybe John Calvin knew the old Cherokee in 

the story.

Integrity  demands  that  we  own  up  to  our  weak 

places, and this is clearly one of them:   Our emotions 

and our  actions are never pure.  C.S.  Lewis’ excellent 

devil, Screwtape, tells Wormwood:

Humans are amphibians—half spirit and half 
animal. … As spirits they belong to the eternal 
world, but as animals they inhabit time. This 
means that while their spirit can be directed to 
an eternal object, their bodies, passions, and 
imaginations are in continual change, for to be 
in time means to change. 

OK...we are what we are – amphibians, half spirit 

and half animal, and that means all of us, from the best 

to the worst, from our leaders in public life right down 

to you and me. We shouldn’t be surprised, then, to see 

Page 3



people in public life do things we don’t approve of. Jer-

ry Sandusky and Joe Paterno come to mind right away, 

and we’ll talk about them a little later. Right now I want 

to  focus  on  another  leader  who  did  some  things  we 

don’t approve of – David of Judah.

David is referred to in the Scriptures as a man after 

God’s own heart2. Nonetheless, David did some really 

inappropriate things, and the bit with Bathsheba is one 

of them. What strikes me so forcefully about this story 

is how contemporary it sounds. A man finds himself in a 

position of power. Eventually, he forgets that he holds 

power for the greater good, and comes to believe that he 

holds power for the satisfaction of his own desires. You 

could say “Power corrupts and absolute power corrupts 

absolutely”.

This is a lesson we have to learn over and over and 

2 1 Samuel 13:13-14; Acts 13:22
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over, it seems — that to be chosen to act for the com-

mon good is to abandon completely any impulse to act 

selfishly. The wolves within us make it inevitable that 

we will  fail  to take this to heart.  That  is  why Calvin 

used such harsh words to describe us.

If you recall, the people of Israel had demanded a 

king, and Samuel told them, in no uncertain terms, what 

a very bad idea that is.

So Samuel reported all the words of the Lord to 
the people who were asking him for a king. He 
said, ‘These will be the ways of the king who 
will reign over you: he will take your sons and 
appoint them to his chariots and to be his horse-
men, and to run before his chariots; and he will 
appoint for himself commanders of thousands 
and commanders of fifties, and some to plough 
his ground and to reap his harvest, and to make 
his implements of war and the equipment of his 
chariots. He will take your daughters to be per-
fumers and cooks and bakers. He will take the 
best of your fields and vineyards and olive or-
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chards and give them to his courtiers. He will 
take one-tenth of your grain and of your vine-
yards and give it to his officers and his 
courtiers. He will take your male and female 
slaves, and the best of your cattle and donkeys, 
and put them to his work. He will take one-tenth 
of your flocks, and you shall be his slaves.

Samuel pretty much nailed it.  David,  the anointed 

King, has already fed the wrong wolf. Instead of leading 

his forces in this campaign against the enemies of Israel, 

“David sent Joab with his officers and all Israel with  

him; they ravaged the Ammonites,  and besieged Rab-

bah.  But  David  remained  at  Jerusalem.”  David  had 

gained fame as a military leader, but now he sends other 

people to do his fighting for him, while he takes after-

noon naps and walks idly around his rooftop, spying on 

women. Here’s the first symptom of the disease that in-

fects all who come to power – a sense of arrogant self-

importance. 
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Think about what we now know of Jerry Sandusky’s 

organization,  The  Second  Mile,  a  non-profit  charity 

serving Pennsylvania underprivileged and at-risk youth. 

Sandusky  himself  was  the  recipient  of  two  Assistant 

Coach of the Year awards. He was an author, and an as-

sistant  coach  at  a  well-respected  school,  with  a  fine 

football  program.  U.S.  President  George  H.  W.  Bush 

praised  The  Second  Mile  as  a  “shining  example”  of 

charity  work  in  a  1990 letter,  one  of  that  president’s 

much-promoted “Thousand points of light.” Citing San-

dusky’s work with The Second Mile, then U.S. Senator 

Rick  Santorum honored  Sandusky  with  a  “Angels  in 

Adoption” award in 2002. Ex-Eagles head coach Dick 

Vermeil,  current  Eagles  head  coach  Andy  Reid,  Matt 

Millen from ESPN, actor Mark Wahlberg, golfer Arnold 

Palmer, and football players Jack Ham and Franco Har-

ris, among others, served on the Honorary Board of Sec-
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ond Mile3

That’s pretty heady stuff. I’d feel pretty self-impor-

tant  if  the President  of  the United States called me a 

shining example of charity work. Notice that Jerry San-

dusky didn’t look after all the children that The Second 

Mile sought to serve. Like David, he sent others out to 

fight those battles, while he stayed home and did what 

he did. Arrogant self-importance is the first clue that the 

wrong wolf is being fed.

The second clue is a sense of entitlement deriving 

from your innate superiority. I have done well. I am ac-

claimed. I have benefited many. I am entitled to use my 

power to satisfy my own desires now. Samuel told the 

people “These will  be the ways of the king who will 

reign over you: he will take …”  That is what David did. 

He took. In the King James Translation, the account is:

3 Http://wikipedia.org  
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And David sent messengers, and took her; and 
she came in unto him, and he lay with her … 
and she returned unto her house.

Well,  it’s  good to be the king, I  guess.  The usual 

rules don’t apply to me because I am entitled to take 

what I want, since I’m such a superior sort of person. 

That seems to have been what happened with The Sec-

ond Mile.  While  others  fought  the  battles,  Jerry  San-

dusky could take from the children gathered those he 

wished. A sense of superiority is the second sign that the 

wrong wolf is being fed.

Shortly  after  their  rendezvous,  Bathsheba  texted 

David with some complicating news: she’s pregnant. A 

calamity!  The  king,  a  man  after  God’s  own heart,  is 

about to be exposed as an adulterer. David’s ego and his 

false-pride at being such a superior sort of person are in 

peril. This must not come to light!
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“Furthermore”,  I  can  imagine  him thinking,  “The 

people need a king they can believe in. It will only harm 

them if they find out what a schnook I really am. I am 

the savior of Israel. It’s for the greater good that I re-

main, so that I can lead Israel, never mind that if I had 

been out leading Israel’s forces where I was supposed to 

be, none of this would have happened in the first place.” 

The third sign that the wrong wolf is being fed is a be-

lief that you are above the law and so powerful that you 

can  conceal  the  truth,  remaking  reality  to  something 

more  agreeable  to  you.  Ego  and  false  pride  feed  the 

wrong wolf.

When we’ve done wrong and fear being caught, we 

become very inventive in constructing ways to justify a 

cover-up.  Now we  can  leave  Penn  State  alone  for  a 

minute and widen our focus to Bill Clinton, and Richard 

Nixon, and, more timely, to  Monsignor William Lynn, 
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formerly  secretary  for  clergy  for  the  Archdiocese  of 

Philadelphia. Monsignor Lynn was just sentenced this 

week to three to six years in prison for child endanger-

ment  because  he  transferred  defrocked  priest  Edward 

Avery to another parish despite knowing that Avery had 

abused a boy in his previous posting. The result was that 

another boy was abused by Avery in the new parish to 

which the Monsignor had transferred him. Lynn never 

met the boy, and did not himself abuse the boy. He just 

covered up what the other priest had done, and thereby 

put another child at risk. This is exactly the sort of be-

havior which led, this week, to the removal of Joe Pa’s 

statue, the stripping of his titles, and the end of the repu-

tation of a man who, from all accounts, did a great deal 

of good in his life.

Well, so did David. I don’t know, but I assume, that 

in his 36 years as a priest  Monsignor Lynn did good 
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things as well. We go astray when we view the good we 

do as granting us permission to remake truth into some-

thing behind which we can conceal our own sinfulness. 

Al Capone was a cold-blooded killer,  but he also ran 

soup kitchens. Perhaps he thought attention would focus 

on that instead of his other activities.

David attempted to cover up what he had done by 

bringing Bathsheba’s husband Uriah back from battle. 

When Uriah came to him, David asked how 
Joab and the people fared, and how the war was 
going. Then David said to Uriah, “Go down to 
your house, and wash your feet.” 

We probably need to remind ourselves here that in 

Hebrew, “feet” are often used as a euphemism for some-

thing else you would need a euphemism for, so David 

wasn’t suggesting that Uriah’s feet smelled bad — he 

was suggesting that Uriah go and sleep with his wife. 

Uriah would then believe that the baby who would be 
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born was his. Nice. It didn’t work, and now we get to 

see the meaning of what we are taught, that “the wages 

of sin is death.” When Uriah refused to go along with 

David’s cover-up, David told Joab to put Uriah in the 

front,  then  to  draw back and let  him be  killed.  How 

many  other  loyal  soldiers  were  also  killed  to  protect 

David’s ego and false pride? 

David weighed his self-importance against the lives 

of Uriah and the others who were killed in a balance of 

his own making, and found the lives of these innocents 

to  be  of  no  value.  The  child  or  children  who  were 

abused  by  the  defrocked  priest  were  weighed  by  the 

Monsignor against maintenance of an unblemished rep-

utation for the church, and were similarly found want-

ing. The lives of the children who came to The Second 

Mile in hope were weighed against the reputation of the 

Penn State  football  program, and were found of little 
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value. False pride is a sure sign that the wrong wolf is 

being fed.

Two wolves  within us.  One is  evil  –  he is  anger, 

envy,  sorrow,  regret,  greed,  arrogance,  self-pity,  guilt, 

resentment, inferiority, lies, false pride, superiority, and 

ego. The other is good – he is joy, peace, love, hope, 

serenity, humility, kindness, benevolence, empathy, gen-

erosity, truth, compassion, and faith. 

Which wolf do you feed?

AMEN
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Optional parts of the readings are set off in square brackets.

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Re-
vised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of 
the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, and used by permission.

The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.
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