
The Lessons Appointed for Use on the

Sunday closest to October 26

Proper 25

Year B

RCL

Genesis 1:1-31
Psalm 34:1-8
Mark 10:46-52

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the 

gifts of faith, hope, and charity; and, that we may obtain

what you promise, make us love what you command; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever. Amen.
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Genesis 1:1-31

(See Sermon Text)
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Psalm 34:1-8 Page 627, BCP

Benedicam Dominum

1 I will bless the LORD at all times; 
his praise shall ever be in my mouth. 

2 I will glory in the LORD; 
let the humble hear and rejoice. 

3 Proclaim with me the greatness of the LORD; 
let us exalt his Name together. 

4 I sought the LORD, and he answered me 
and delivered me out of all my terror. 

5 Look upon him and be radiant, 
and let not your faces be ashamed. 

6 I called in my affliction and the LORD heard me 
and saved me from all my troubles. 

7 The angel of the LORD encompasses those who fear him, 
and he will deliver them. 

8 Taste and see that the LORD is good; 
happy are they who trust in him! 
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Mark 10:46-52

Jesus and his disciples came to Jericho. As he and 

his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, 

Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting 

by the roadside. When he heard that it was Jesus of 

Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of 

David, have mercy on me!” Many sternly ordered him 

to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, “Son of 

David, have mercy on me!” Jesus stood still and said, 

“Call him here.” And they called the blind man, saying 

to him, “Take heart; get up, he is calling you.” So 

throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. 

Then Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do 

for you?” The blind man said to him, “My teacher, let 

me see again.” Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has 

made you well.” Immediately he regained his sight and 

4



followed him on the way.
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SERMON

Oh hey! Do you remember those great, comforting 

sermons of days gone by when you left church feeling 

just...uplifted and affirmed? Yeah...me, too. This isn’t 

going to be one of those. Sometimes, grownups need to 

talk about grownup things. Sometimes, we need to in-

tentionally examine our ideas of the world to see things 

more clearly than we have. We need to examine why 

we think the things we do, and correct our thinking if it 

is faulty. That’s the work we will do today, and I need to

begin by taking you back in time more than a thousand 

years before Jesus to Babylon, present day Iraq, and 

give you some background on their creation story called

the Enuma Elish. It goes like this:

In the beginning, Apsu, the father god, and 
Tiamat, the mother god, give birth to the 
gods. But the frolicking of the younger gods 
makes so much noise that the elder gods re-
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solve to kill them so they can sleep. The 
younger gods uncover the plot before the el-
der gods put it into action, and kill Apsu. His
wife Tiamat, the Dragon of Chaos, pledges 
revenge. 

Terrified by Tiamat, the rebel gods turn for 
salvation to their youngest member, Marduk.
He negotiates a steep price: if he succeeds, he
must be given chief and undisputed power in
the assembly of the gods. Having extorted 
this promise, he catches Tiamat in a net, 
drives an evil wind down her throat, shoots 
an arrow that bursts her distended belly and 
pierces her heart. He then splits her skull 
with a club and scatters her blood in out-of-
the-way places. He stretches out her corpse 
full-length, and from it creates the cosmos.1

Well...that's uplifting, isn't it? To the people of 

Babylon, creation was an act of awful violence. Worse 

than that, creation is FOUNDED on Violence. Violence 

is simply a primordial fact and the best you can do is to 

1 The Powers That Be (Theology for a New Millennium), Walter Wink. Crown Publishing Group. Kindle Edition.  
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look to your own in an evil world which will snuff you 

out for a candle's worth of wax if you are not constantly

on guard.

The comparison is most striking when placed beside

another creation story, one we're more familiar with:

In the beginning when God created the heavens 
and the earth, the earth was a formless void and 
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a 
wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 
Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was 
light. And God saw that the light was good; And 
there was evening and there was morning, the first 
day.

And God said, ‘Let there be a dome in the midst 
of the waters, and let it separate the waters from 
the waters.’ So God made the dome and separated 
the waters that were under the dome from the wa-
ters that were above the dome. And it was so. God 
called the dome Sky. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the second day.

And God said, ‘Let the waters under the sky be 
gathered together into one place, and let the dry 
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land appear.’ And it was so. And God saw that it 
was good. Then God said, ‘Let the earth put forth 
vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of 
every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in 
it.’ And it was so. And God saw that it was good. 
And there was evening and there was morning, the 
third day.

God made the two great lights—the greater light
to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night
—and the stars. God set them in the dome of the 
sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the 
day and over the night, and to separate the light 
from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 
And there was evening and there was morning, the 
fourth day.

And God said, ‘Let the waters bring forth 
swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above 
the earth across the dome of the sky.’ And God saw
that it was good. God blessed them, saying, ‘Be 
fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, 
and let birds multiply on the earth.’ And there was 
evening and there was morning, the fifth day.

And God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth living 
creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things 
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and wild animals of the earth of every kind.’ And it
was so.  And God saw that it was good.

Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our 
image, according to our likeness; and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the 
birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the 
wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping 
thing that creeps upon the earth.’
So God created humankind in his image,
   in the image of God he created them;
   male and female he created them. 

God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be 
fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue 
it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds of the air and over every living thing
that moves upon the earth.’ God said, ‘See, I have 
given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the
face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its 
fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every 
beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and 
to everything that creeps on the earth, everything 
that has the breath of life, I have given every green 
plant for food.’ And it was so. God saw everything 
that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. 

5



And there was evening and there was morning, the 
sixth day.

In the Enuma Elish, creation starts with petty an-

noyance, moves to intended infanticide and is accom-

plished by murders. In Genesis, every account of the 

ending of a day ends with “And God saw that it was 

good” except for day six, when men and women were 

made. That day, God called “very good”. To Genesis, 

violence and evil are mars on God's creation. To the 

Babylonians, violence is just the way things are. To 

Genesis, a basically good reality is corrupted by free 

decisions reached by creatures and the task of people is 

to be accountable for their damage and to co-operate 

with God to return creation to its original state. For the 

Babylonians, no such return is possible. A basically evil

reality can be tamed only by unending violent opposi-

tion. Here's the surprising thing: Our book of Genesis 
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dates from the exile of the Jews to Babylon, and is a di-

rect rebuttal to the story the Babylonians were telling 

themselves! 

So the Enuma Elish is just an interesting historical 

fact, right? Sadly, no. The Enuma Elish forms our un-

derstanding of the world to this very day. Did you see 

Jaws? A giant shark, clearly a creature of chaos, is 

caught in a net. The protagonist throws a scuba tank 

down its throat, then shoots the tank, causing it to ex-

plode. 

Marduk catches Tiamat in a net, drives an 
evil wind down her throat, shoots an arrow 
that bursts her distended belly and pierces 
her heart.

Don’t get me started about Westerns, cop shows and

video games which portray violence as the only option 

to conflict. Marduk, Tiamat, and the entire Babylonian 

understanding of the world as an evil place filled with 
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evil creatures is with us still. To an extent which should 

make every Christian blush, the Enuma Elish still forms

our understanding of the world. God’s creation isn’t 

good. It’s threatening. It’s filled with threatening peo-

ple, and the only way to secure our safety is by being 

more violent and more threatening than those who 

threaten us. Violence saves, war brings peace, and 

might makes right. If we want to be honest about our 

beliefs, we should replace “In God We Trust” on the 

money with “In Gunpowder We Trust”. In the news this

week, it appears that the regular gunfight played out in 

the streets of Tombstone, Arizona for the entertainment 

of the tourists went awry when one of the participants 

forgot to put blanks in his gun. Somebody got shot, and 

a bystander was injured. That’s what made the news, 

but look deeper! What is going on in the streets of 

Tombstone for the entertainment of the tourists? Two 
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enactors face off and the tourists get to witness the 

power of pistols to deliver salvation. Does this drama 

sound more like

So God created humankind in his image,
   in the image of God he created them;
   male and female he created them. 
God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be 

fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue 
it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds of the air and over every living thing
that moves upon the earth.’

Or does it sound more like the Enuma Elish? 

The belief that violence saves is so successful be-

cause violence simply appears to be the nature of 

things, just as the priests of Babylon told their people. 

It’s what works. If a god is what you turn to when all 

else fails, violence certainly functions as a god. What 

people overlook, then, is the religious character of vio-

lence. It demands from its devotees an absolute obedi-
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ence-unto-death. This Myth of Redemptive Violence is 

the real myth of the modern world. It, and not Judaism 

or Christianity or Islam, is the dominant religion in our 

society today.2

Last Sunday, I told you two important things: First, 

Jesus ain’t your fishin’ buddy. The church teaches that 

Jesus is God incarnate, worthy of worship. You are not 

His equal. You can approach Him only on your knees, 

in sincerity and humility. Second, prayer does not 

change God; prayer changes you. Today, I’m telling you

an important third thing. The thing which prayer 

changes is your allegiance to the redemptive power of 

violence. Prayer is the way to move from understanding

the world as a threatening chaos ruled by violence, to 

believing in God’s words when He proclaims:

God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, 

2 Ibid.
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it was very good. And there was evening and there 
was morning, the sixth day.

It is we who have chosen to live in a violent world 

of blood, guts and death. It is we who celebrate victory 

in war and shout “Praise God and pass the 

ammunition”, as if such a thing were the highest good, 

while from the heavens, tears and weeping fill the night 

sky.

Choose now whom you will serve. It's your move.

AMEN
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BENEDICTION

Our Gospel passage relates the healing of blind Bar-

timaeus, a beggar without the ability to make his own 

way in the culture of the time. He cried out, “Jesus, Son

of David, have mercy on me!” Those around him or-

dered him to hush but he cried out all the louder, “Jesus,

Son of David, have mercy on me!”

I suppose we could see this account as just a mirac-

ulous healing of a man with a physical disability, but I 

have always wondered if the meaning was deeper. We 

generally can't see how great is the space between the 

violent world we fancy we live in and the actual cre-

ation of God, which he describes as “very good”. We 

are as blind as Bartimaeus. Will you cry out for mercy, 

or be satisfied with the way you always thought? Will 

you cry out for healing, or go on your merry way be-

lieving that violence saves, war brings peace and might 
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makes right? It's your move.

The Lord bless you and keep you;
the Lord make his face to shine upon you, 
and be gracious to you;
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, 

and give you peace.
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Optional parts of the readings are set off in square 
brackets. 

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and 
Gospel lessons are from the New Revised Standard Ver-
sion Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the Church of 
Christ in the USA, and used by permission.

The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book 
of Common Prayer, 1979.

Sermon Copyright © 2015 J. Stewart Schneider
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