
The Lessons Appointed for Use on the

Seventh Sunday of Easter

Year A

RCL

Acts 1:6-14 
Psalm 68:1-10, 33-36
John 17:1-11 

 

O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only 

Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to your kingdom in 

heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your 

Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us to that place 

where our Savior Christ has gone before; who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory 

everlasting. Amen.
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Acts 1:6-14

When the apostles had come together, they asked Je-

sus, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the 

kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to 

know the times or periods that the Father has set by his 

own authority. But you will receive power when the 

Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to

the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they 

were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him 

out of their sight. While he was going and they were 

gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white 

robes stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why 

do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, 

who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come

in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”
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Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount 

called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s 

journey away. When they had entered the city, they 

went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Pe-

ter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and 

Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Al-

phaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 

All these were constantly devoting themselves to 

prayer, together with certain women, including Mary 

the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.
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Psalm 68:1-10, 33-36 Page 676, BCP

Exsurgat Deus

1 Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered; 
let those who hate him flee before him.

2 Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it away; 
as the wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God.

3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; 
let them also be merry and joyful.

4 Sing to God, sing praises to his Name;
exalt him who rides upon the heavens; 
YAHWEH is his Name, rejoice before him!

5 Father of orphans, defender of widows, 
God in his holy habitation!

6 God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners into freedom; 
but the rebels shall live in dry places.

7 O God, when you went forth before your people, 
when you marched through the wilderness,

8 The earth shook, and the skies poured down rain,
at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, 
at the presence of God, the God of Israel.

9 You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance; 
you refreshed the land when it was weary.

10 Your people found their home in it; 
in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor.

33 Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; 
sing praises to the Lord.

34 He rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens; 
he sends forth his voice, his mighty voice.

35 Ascribe power to God; 
his majesty is over Israel;
his strength is in the skies.

36 How wonderful is God in his holy places! 
the God of Israel giving strength and power to his people!
Blessed be God!
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John 17:1-11

Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour 

has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify 

you, since you have given him authority over all people,

to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 

And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the 

only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I 

glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you 

gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own 

presence with the glory that I had in your presence be-

fore the world existed.

“I have made your name known to those whom you 

gave me from the world. They were yours, and you 

gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now 

they know that everything you have given me is from 

you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to 
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them, and they have received them and know in truth 

that I came from you; and they have believed that you 

sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on

behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you 

gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, 

and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 

And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in 

the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect

them in your name that you have given me, so that they 

may be one, as we are one. “
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SERMON

“Once upon a time, Zhuang Zhou dreamed he was a 

butterfly, a butterfly flitting about happily enjoying 

himself. He did not know that he was Zhou. Suddenly 

he awoke, and was palpably Zhou. He did not know 

whether he was Zhou, who had dreamed of being a but-

terfly, or a butterfly dreaming that he was Zhou. Now, 

there must be a difference between Zhou and the butter-

fly. This is called the transformation of things.”1

The author of this thought lived about 350 years be-

fore Jesus, in China, of course. The point he is making

is  that  when  we  are  dreaming,  we  generally  do  not

know that we are dreaming because the world about us

in the dream appears to be perfectly real. Standing here

on my wonky knee speaking to you, I am quite con-

vinced that this experience is real, but then the world of

1 Zhuangzi, chapter 2
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my dreams appears so real to me that more than once I

have thrown myself out of bed to avoid some imaginary

villain,  fetching  myself  a  lick  on  the  head  from  the

bookcase  into  the  bargain.  No  wonder  Zhuang  Zhou

was confused! How do we know what is real if we can’t

trust our senses? That was Scrooge’s point when meet-

ing the Ghost of his partner, Jacob Marley.

“You don’t believe in me,” observed the 
Ghost.

“I don’t,” said Scrooge.

“What evidence would you have of my real-
ity beyond that of your own senses?” 

“I don’t know,” said Scrooge.

“Why do you doubt your senses?”

“Because,” said Scrooge, “a little thing af-
fects them. A slight disorder of the stomach 
makes them cheats. You may be an undi-
gested bit of beef, a blot of mustard, a crumb
of cheese, a fragment of an underdone 
potato. There’s more of gravy than of grave 
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about you, whatever you are!”

Scrooge said more than he knew. Every time we see a 

stage magician do something frankly impossible we are 

reminded how easily we can be convinced that unreality

is reality. That’s what makes stage magic fun! We’re 

convinced that what we are seeing is “real”, and yet the 

magician pulls a rabbit out of a hat we had clearly seen 

to be empty. It’s the sense of surprise that makes it fun. 

Stage magic is only fun, though, when it’s on stage. 

When we encounter such things in day to day living, we

become anxious. We so desperately need to be able to 

trust the evidence of our senses that we have histori-

cally reacted violently to experiences which interrupt or

offend our expectations of reality. That is the long way 

around the barn to make the following observation: 

There can be only two explanation for the things Jesus 

and His followers said; either the world has indeed been
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transformed and those to whom the gift of sight have 

been given can see the actual reality of our lives —  or 

the whole bunch of them were crazy as coots.

Before you come at me with pitchforks and torches, 

understand that I’m provoking you in this way because 

I want to get across to you how enormous was the claim

that Jesus and his followers were making. Consider 

what you would think if I made the same claims about 

myself that Jesus does in his High Priestly Prayer which

we read today. Is there anyone here who would not 

doubt my sanity or perhaps get really, really mad at me 

for blaspheming? Is this not exactly what happened to 

Jesus? Some said he had a demon. The high priest tore 

his clothes screaming blasphemy. I clearly can’t say 

these things because I am not the Christ. Could Jesus 

say these things?

In the dreams of reality shared by the First Century 
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people of Jerusalem, the answer should have been 

“No”. God was to be found at the Temple. God is com-

plete within Himself. Roman and Greek gods occasion-

ally had congress with human women and produced 

offspring, but the God of the Jews did not, and neither 

did he split himself in the ways spoken of in our New 

Testament. Despite all this, here was Jesus who, al-

though a peasant from a tiny place up country so shook 

the pillars of power that Pilate himself got involved. 

Here were multiple reports of the Risen Christ. Here 

were miracles witnessed by many. Now, there must be a

difference between Zhou and the butterfly. This is 

called the transformation of things. Jesus came to wake 

us from our dreams of reality and to show us that under-

lying what we think of as real, indeed filling all exis-

tence, is the true reality, to which we can have access 

through the intercession of Christ.

5



Holy Father, protect them in your name that 
you have given me, so that they may be one, 
as we are one.

I said that in the dreams of reality shared by the First 

Century people of Jerusalem, the answer to the question

of whether Jesus could make these claims should have 

been “No”, and it should have been. Something hap-

pened, church, for not only were the assertions made 

but people received them as true and remembered them,

even passing them on to their children! From the evi-

dence of history alone, Jesus was the only one who 

could make such claims, and, further, by doing so He 

transformed the course of history. 

I hear the skepticism of unbelievers about these ac-

counts. From our perspective 2,000 years and more af-

ter these events, it’s pretty easy to be skeptical about the

accounts we read in the New Testament, and the world 
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in which we live generally is skeptical about them. The 

world in which we live generally is convinced that it 

can account for all of life’s experience without resort to 

God so that religion becomes largely irrelevant to a 

great number of people in our time. What do you think?

Are we hopeless orphans living in a godless world 

merely dreaming we are children of God as the unbe-

lievers of today maintain, or are we children of the 

Most High merely dreaming we are living in a godless 

world? What is our dream of reality?

In our prayer of confession today, we confessed:

We have to confess, O Lord, that we are peo-
ple who want to have everything proven for 
us. We hear the message in the scripture of 
Jesus’ ascension and we smile smugly, not 
truly believing the vision. Forgive us for our 
arrogant doubts and attitudes of smugness. 
Help us remember that everything Jesus 
taught us was to prepare us to help build 
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God’s realm here on earth.

It is the first and the last sentences that we need to 

take with us today. The first sentence confesses that we 

have bought into the reality presented to us by our time 

in history which tells us that we should trust nothing 

which is not scientifically proved to us. The last sen-

tence reminds us that our purpose is to prepare the 

world for the coming of the Kingdom.

The people of Jesus’ time trusted a reality which had 

stood for a thousand years. There was no place in their 

dream of reality for any man to make the outrageous 

claims made by Jesus and his followers. Indeed, those 

claims interrupted their dreams of reality and offended 

them deeply. Each time such claims were made (and 

there was no shortage of self-proclaimed Messiahs in 

First-Century Judea) the maker of the claim disappeared

into the drainage system of history, leaving not a bubble
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behind. Except one. What makes this one man so differ-

ent? Why should anyone have believed him? How 

could anyone gullible enough to believe Him convince 

anyone else?

But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you; and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
When he had said this, as they were watch-
ing, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him 
out of their sight. While he was going and 
they were gazing up toward heaven, sud-
denly two men in white robes stood by them. 
They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you 
stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus,
who has been taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in the same way as you 
saw him go into heaven.”

Is our dream of reality still interrupted and offended 

by the story of Christ Jesus in the way our First Century

brethren’s dream of reality was interrupted and of-
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fended, or have we smugly tamed the resurrection into 

something understandable, manageable, powerless and 

non-intrusive? Do we still acknowledge that we receive 

power when the Holy Spirit comes upon us? Do we be-

lieve that our purpose is to prepare the world for the 

coming of the Kingdom church? Or do we stand, look-

ing up into heaven, our hands empty, our mouths 

stopped, the work about us undone?

AMEN
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Optional parts of the readings are set off in square brackets.

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Re-
vised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of 
the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, and used by permission.

The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.
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