
The Lessons Appointed

for Use on the

Sunday Closest to June 15

Transfiguration Sunday

Year A

RCL

Exodus 34:29-35
Psalm 99:5-9
Luke 9:28-36

The Collect

O God, who on the holy mount revealed to 

chosen witnesses your well-beloved Son, wonder-

fully transfigured, in raiment white and glistening: 

Mercifully grant that we, being delivered from the 

disquietude of this world, may by faith behold the 
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King in his beauty; who with you, O Father, and 

you, O Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for 

ever and ever. Amen.

Amen.
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Exodus 34:29-35

Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he 

came down from the mountain with the two tablets 

of the covenant in his hand, Moses did not know 

that the skin of his face shone because he had been 

talking with God. When Aaron and all the Israelites

saw Moses, the skin of his face was shining, and 

they were afraid to come near him. But Moses 

called to them; and Aaron and all the leaders of the 

congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke 

with them. Afterward all the Israelites came near, 

and he gave them in commandment all that the 

LORD had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. When 

Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a 

veil on his face; but whenever Moses went in be-
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fore the LORD to speak with him, he would take the

veil off, until he came out; and when he came out, 

and told the Israelites what he had been command-

ed, the Israelites would see the face of Moses, that 

the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would 

put the veil on his face again, until he went in to 

speak with him.
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Psalm 99:5-9

Dominus regnavit

5 Proclaim the greatness of the LORD our God
and fall down before his footstool; *
he is the Holy One.

6 Moses and Aaron among his priests,
and Samuel among those who call upon his 
Name, *
they called upon the LORD, and he answered 
them.

7 He spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; *
they kept his testimonies and the decree that he 
gave them.

8 O LORD our God, you answered them indeed; *
you were a God who forgave them,
yet punished them for their evil deeds.

9 Proclaim the greatness of the LORD our God
and worship him upon his holy hill; *
for the LORD our God is the Holy One
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2 Peter 1:13-21

I think it right, as long as I am in this body, to re-

fresh your memory, since I know that my death 

will come soon, as indeed our Lord Jesus Christ 

has made clear to me. And I will make every effort 

so that after my departure you may be able at any 

time to recall these things.

For we did not follow cleverly devised myths 

when we made known to you the power and com-

ing of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eye-

witnesses of his majesty. For he received honor and

glory from God the Father when that voice was 

conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, 

“This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am 

well pleased.” We ourselves heard this voice come 

7



from heaven, while we were with him on the holy 

mountain.

So we have the prophetic message more fully 

confirmed. You will do well to be attentive to this 

as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day 

dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 

First of all you must understand this, that no 

prophecy of scripture is a matter of one's own in-

terpretation, because no prophecy ever came by 

human will, but men and women moved by the 

Holy Spirit spoke from God.
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Luke 9:28-36

Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, 

and went up on the mountain to pray. And while he

was praying, the appearance of his face changed, 

and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly 

they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to 

him. They appeared in glory and were speaking of 

his departure, which he was about to accomplish at

Jerusalem. Now Peter and his companions were 

weighed down with sleep; but since they had 

stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men 

who stood with him. Just as they were leaving him,

Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be 

here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one 
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for Moses, and one for Elijah” —not knowing what

he said. While he was saying this, a cloud came 

and overshadowed them; and they were terrified as

they entered the cloud. Then from the cloud came a

voice that said, “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen

to him!” When the voice had spoken, Jesus was 

found alone. And they kept silent and in those days

told no one any of the things they had seen.
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SERMON

Kathy and I were watching the tag end of an An-

tiques Roadshow this week. The expert was look-

ing over something old and announced to the own-

er that it was an original whatever-it-was and val-

ued it at $25,000. The owner reacted just as you 

would expect: her mouth dropped open; she took a 

step backward and exclaimed, “Oh my God!”, only

it sounded like one word, “ohmygod”. An expres-

sion of surprise and happiness. Nothing more. Cer-

tainly nothing to do with God the Unnameable, 

God the Creator. Later, we were watching a come-

dy. One character was explaining what a stupid 

thing another character had done by rolling her 

eyes and exclaiming, “Oh my God!”.  Again, all 
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one word, ohmygod. An expression of exasperation

for comedic effect this time. 

We need to talk a bit about ohmygod. When we 

use ohmygod as an expression of surprise or de-

light, we are breaking one of the Big Ten – Thou 

shalt not call upon the Lord in vain. We need to 

talk about the seriousness of aspiring to a relation-

ship with God the Creator.  

When I raise this question, I hear people suggest,

“What’s the big deal? It’s just something people 

say. We can overlook that, can’t we?”

Well, no, we can’t.  

And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I 
come unto the children of Israel, and shall say 
unto them, The God of your fathers hath sent 
me unto you; and they shall say to me, What is
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his name? what shall I say unto them?
And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: 
and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the chil-
dren of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you.

God is not a person nor a thing. God is the very 

expression of existence, the foundation stone of ev-

erything, that, without which, there can be nothing.

“God” is simply the word we poor mortals use to 

refer to the Unnameable, the Incomparable, the 

Creator, THE GREAT I AM. When we use the word 

carelessly, we devalue our relationship with God 

by equating God the Unnameable with a sound that

comes from our mouths. Jews are so aware of the 

holiness of the One Who Created All that they 

don’t permit themselves to speak the Name, substi-

tuting the title “Adonai” (which means Lord) or 
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HaShem (which literally means “the name”) in-

stead. In prayer, they keep themselves focused on 

the awesome responsibility of tending to the proper

relationship with I AM by praying:

Sh'ma Yisra'eil Adonai Eloheinu Adonai 
echad. 
Hear, Israel, the Lord is our God, the 
Lord is One.

A name is something we mortals use to distin-

guish between people or things of like nature. 

There is none like God. How can we be so careless

about our responsibility to the Unnameable that we

can allow ourselves to use the name as a trivial ex-

pression, just something people say? How in the 

world did we persuade ourselves that we are on 

such familiar terms with Him who spoke the world 
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into existence? Familiarity breeds contempt. The 

more familiar an idea or person is, the less miracu-

lous. Each of you brushed your teeth this morning, 

beginning by turning on the water. From the tap 

flowed as much pure, safe water as your heart 

could desire. Do you ever celebrate that miracle? 

Do you even think about the wonder of an unend-

ing supply of clean water available to you every 

time you turn on the tap? Of course not! It’s too fa-

miliar. Do you give thanks that you will not con-

tract dysentery by drinking of it? Of course not! 

That is the contempt that familiarity breeds. If we 

allow God the Incomparable to become as familiar 

as a water tap, it would be no surprise that we 

might make the invocation of God into nothing but 
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an expression of surprise or pleasure, disconnected 

with God the Unnameable, God the Creator. 

I suspect that something like that happened to Pe-

ter, John and James. Jesus was their teacher, cer-

tainly, but He was also their best bud. They lived 

and traveled with Him. They saw Him every day. 

How could they help but feel comfortable and fa-

miliar in His presence? And how could that famil-

iarity and comfort help but disguise His true na-

ture? It was that familiarity Jesus had to counter if 

Peter, James and John were to be equipped to carry

on His message after His death.

Jesus took with him Peter and John and James,
and went up on the mountain to pray. And 
while he was praying, the appearance of his 
face changed, and his clothes became dazzling 
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white.

Jesus was speaking to uneducated Jewish fish-

ermen, so He spoke in references that were part of 

their very DNA. Jesus’ appearance was like that of 

Moses, and, like Moses, Jesus was bringing a new 

thing into the lives of those about him.

Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he 
came down from the mountain with the two 
tablets of the covenant in his hand, Moses did 
not know that the skin of his face shone be-
cause he had been talking with God. When 
Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the 
skin of his face was shining, and they were 
afraid to come near him.

Moses brought the rules of righteousness. Jesus

brought the good news of the new age. This cannot

be overstated. God the Creator, God the Judge, 

God the Unnameable brought the Law to His peo-
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ple through Moses. Now, a new age has begun. The

GREAT I AM will begin the new age by the sacrifice 

of His Son, a man in every way, but also God in 

every way. In Jesus, God showed humanity what 

the coming age will be like, an age ruled by God, 

and our world, ruled by sin, received the news by 

crucifying their Savior. How comfortable are you 

with killing someone?  How comfortable with 

killing someone in a deliberately agonizing way, 

making death wait as long as possible while agony 

reigns. Is the story of the crucifixion so familiar 

that we no longer remember the horror of its reali-

ty? Is it possible when reading of it we mutter 

ohmygod and go on with our business? Have we 

allowed ourselves to become contemptible of God 
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by the familiarity we have imposed upon Him? Oh 

my God, I pray not, and I mean that quite seriously.

Oh my God, guard my heart lest I forget my place. 

Guard my words lest I speak of that I which am un-

able to know. Lord Jesus Christ, son of God, have 

mercy on me, a sinner.  It’s not enough to believe 

in God. We need to discipline ourselves to believe 

God as He has revealed himself to us in His Holy 

Scriptures. Moses, when he approached the burn-

ing bush, took off his shoes. How do we approach 

opening the door to God’s house for worship? We, 

His disciples, cannot carry forward the Gospel into 

a world ruled by disinterest and pride unless we set

aside our disinterest and pride and approach the 

great work to which we are called with humility, 
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and we can’t do that by disparaging our soul’s cry, 

“Oh my God!”

There we have it. Naming yourself a disciple of

Jesus means something outrageous. It means sacri-

ficing your own, comfortable decisions about right 

and wrong to the teachings of Scripture.  There is 

our challenge. If we are to be faithful to our calling

to bring the light of Christ to a world in turmoil, 

we must not allow HaShem to become nothing 

more than an expression of surprise, and we cannot

permit ourselves to think we live on such familiar 

terms with God that we can take liberties with 

God’s love for us. We cannot forget that the ground

you stand upon is Holy Ground. You must be ever 

aware of it.
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AMEN
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BENEDICTION

The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be 
gracious to you; 
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and 
give you peace. 

Optional parts of the readings are set off in square brackets.
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The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.
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