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Genesis 22:1-14
Psalm 89:1-4,15-18
Romans 6:12-23

Almighty God, you have built your Church 

upon the foundation of the apostles and 
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prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the 

chief cornerstone: Grant us so to be joined 

together in unity of spirit by their teaching, 

that we may be made a holy temple accept-

able to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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Genesis 22:1-14

God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abra-

ham!” And he said, “Here I am.” He said, 

“Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom 

you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and of-

fer him there as a burnt offering on one of the 

mountains that I shall show you.” So Abraham 

rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, 

and took two of his young men with him, and 

his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt of-

fering, and set out and went to the place in the 

distance that God had shown him. On the third 

day Abraham looked up and saw the place far 
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away. Then Abraham said to his young men, 

“Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will 

go over there; we will worship, and then we 

will come back to you.” Abraham took the 

wood of the burnt offering and laid it on his 

son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and 

the knife. So the two of them walked on to-

gether. Isaac said to his father Abraham, “Fa-

ther!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He 

said, “The fire and the wood are here, but 

where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” Abra-

ham said, “God himself will provide the lamb 

for a burnt offering, my son.” So the two of 

them walked on together.
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When they came to the place that God had 

shown him, Abraham built an altar there and 

laid the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, 

and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 

Then Abraham reached out his hand and took 

the knife to kill his son. But the angel of the 

LORD called to him from heaven, and said, 

“Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I 

am.” He said, “Do not lay your hand on the 

boy or do anything to him; for now I know that

you fear God, since you have not withheld 

your son, your only son, from me.” And Abra-

ham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a 

thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took 
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the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering in-

stead of his son. So Abraham called that place 

“The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this 

day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be pro-

vided.”
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Psalm 89:1-4,15-18

Misericordias Domini

1 Your love, O LORD, for ever will I sing; *
from age to age my mouth will proclaim your
faithfulness.

2 For I am persuaded that your love is estab-
lished for ever; *
you have set your faithfulness firmly in the 
heavens.

3 "I have made a covenant with my chosen 
one; *
I have sworn an oath to David my servant:

4 'I will establish your line for ever, *
and preserve your throne for all generations.'"

15 Happy are the people who know the festal 
shout! *
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they walk, O LORD, in the light of your pres-
ence.

16 They rejoice daily in your Name; *
they are jubilant in your righteousness.

17 For you are the glory of their strength, *
and by your favor our might is exalted.

18 Truly, the LORD is our ruler; *
the Holy One of Israel is our King.
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Romans 6:12-23

Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mor-

tal bodies, to make you obey their passions. No

longer present your members to sin as instru-

ments of wickedness, but present yourselves to 

God as those who have been brought from 

death to life, and present your members to God

as instruments of righteousness. For sin will 

have no dominion over you, since you are not 

under law but under grace.

What then? Should we sin because we are not

under law but under grace? By no means! Do 

you not know that if you present yourselves to 
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anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of 

the one whom you obey, either of sin, which 

leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to 

righteousness? But thanks be to God that you, 

having once been slaves of sin, have become 

obedient from the heart to the form of teaching 

to which you were entrusted, and that you, hav-

ing been set free from sin, have become slaves 

of righteousness. I am speaking in human 

terms because of your natural limitations. For 

just as you once presented your members as 

slaves to impurity and to greater and greater in-

iquity, so now present your members as slaves 

to righteousness for sanctification.
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When you were slaves of sin, you were free 

in regard to righteousness. So what advantage 

did you then get from the things of which you 

now are ashamed? The end of those things is 

death. But now that you have been freed from 

sin and enslaved to God, the advantage you get

is sanctification. The end is eternal life. For the

wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is

eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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SERMON 

Great. Just great. The Revised Common Lec-

tionary gives me the Binding of Isaac and says,

“There you go, preacher. Make something pos-

itive out of that!”

I can’t make anything positive out of that. 

Kathy and I worked for years on child abuse 

cases, reaching out to hurt and damaged chil-

dren to heal their wounds where we could and 

now the Revised Common Lectionary gives me

the Binding of Isaac. I cry out with Jeremiah 

from last week’s portion

For the word of the LORD has be-
come for me
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    a reproach and derision all day 
long. 
If I say, "I will not mention him,
    or speak any more in his name," 
then within me there is something 
like a burning fire
    shut up in my bones; 
I am weary with holding it in,
    and I cannot. 

Can we not just assume that we have moved 

beyond the practices of bronze age people? 

Can we not just skip over the parts of the 

Scripture that make us uncomfortable and 

move on to more uplifting things? I will not 

speak of this horror so that those who hear my 

words will not be driven away in disgust. 
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That’s what is needed for a strong church!

Then within me there is something like a 

burning fire shut up in my bones; I am weary 

with holding it in, and I cannot for the Word of 

God is to be found within His Scriptures and 

we are not to remake them into something 

more agreeable to us. God’s Scriptures are 

God’s instructions to God’s people living in 

God’s Creation; they are not intended to be 

agreeable. They are intended to be instructive.

What is the instruction? Is it not that which I 

often heard years ago from parents, “My 

house, my rules”? We live in God’s creation. 

God created the universe within which we live 
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and every living thing within it by a word. 

In Genesis 1, we hear that the Divine 
ruʼach (“breath”) hovered over the 
waters of creation, and it was with 
that Divine ruʼach that the Holy 
spoke every part of creation into exis-
tence. In Genesis 2, we read that it 
was the Divine ruʼach of life that ani-
mated the first human, and it became 
a nephesh (“living being”).1

If you spend even a second thinking deeply 

on this, it will shiver your timbers in the same 

way it shivers mine. The comfortable “you and 

me, God” relationship we favor is out the win-

dow. The desire to pick and choose Scripture 

which emphasizes my own preferred way of 

1 Dr. Lisa Davison
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understanding and which would allow me to 

ignore the Binding of Isaac likewise goes out 

the window. We are God’s own creatures, un-

worthy and minuscule by comparison. There is 

none other like Him. We are the deliberate cre-

ations of a God who demands something from 

us. That demand is that we accept that we are 

who we are, and enslave ourselves to God.

Do you not know that if you present your-
selves to anyone as obedient slaves, you 
are slaves of the one whom you obey, ei-
ther of sin, which leads to death, or of obe-
dience, which leads to righteousness? But 
thanks be to God that you, having once 
been slaves of sin, have become obedient 
from the heart to the form of teaching to 

5



which you were entrusted, and that you, 
having been set free from sin, have be-
come slaves of righteousness. I am speak-
ing in human terms because of your natural
limitations. For just as you once presented 
your members as slaves to impurity and to 
greater and greater iniquity, so now present
your members as slaves to righteousness 
for sanctification.

And what is the point of all this enslavement?

Getting to heaven when we die? NO! We have 

purpose here. I would suggest that purpose is 

to bring God’s shalom to God’s creation to 

make of God’s creation that which He intends 

for it.

Shalom is a word most often translated as 

“peace” but it is a deeper, more powerful word 
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than that. Again, Dr. Davison puts it very well.

Shalom is a word with deep meaning, 
a word that does not translate easily 
into English. Its Hebrew root has the 
meaning of “complete or whole or un-
divided or healthy.” The verb form 
has the meaning of “restore, finish, 
complete, or bring to completeness.” 
Thus, a more accurate rendering of 
“shalom” might be “wholeness.”
Shalom embraces personal wholeness 
and health. Shalom seeks the well-be-
ing and personal fulfillment of every-
one and of all God's creation. Shalom 
encompasses justice, reconciliation, 
and nonviolence. Shalom is the expe-
rience of being in right relationship 
with God, which would mean that you
see yourself and your neighbors, and 
all of creation as God does: inherently
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good and worthy of respect.
Shalom is the Divine's desire for the 
world.2

There is little I could add to Dr. Davison’s 

words. The Binding of Isaac has nothing to do 

with child abuse and even less to do with being

comfortable with the idea that God would seri-

ously expect a parent, or anyone for that mat-

ter, to kill another person to prove their faith-

fulness. Such an image of God resembles a de-

ranged, insecure deity, not the God who hears 

the cries of oppressed slaves and cares about 

the widow and orphan.3 

What, then, has the Binding of Isaac to teach 

2 Ibid.
3 Ibid.
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us? Isn’t it that we must be aware of our sinful 

attempts to construct a justification for every 

cockeyed notion we have by slapping a coat of 

God on it? At the conclusion of this shameful 

story, Isaac and Abraham came down from the 

mountain separately. Great harm had been 

done. God reconfirmed his covenant with 

Abraham, but never again spoke to him. The 

Binding of Isaac wasn’t God’s idea. That’s pre-

posterous! We do this sort of thing all the time 

– painting God’s approval over our sinful ac-

tions to avoid confessing our sinful nature. A 

friend this week answered “Black Lives Mat-

ter” with “All Lives Matter”. Of COURSE all 
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lives matter. All lives were created by the One. 

My friend cannot see that answering Black 

Lives Matter with All Lives Matter is a way to 

refuse to engage the inequalities baked into 

American society from the first. It is not all 

lives who have suffered the outrages of racial 

bias; it is black lives who have. We are being 

forced to look at our sin, and that look de-

mands that we confess and repent. Those who 

turn away, distracted by high-sounding con-

cerns over statues or looting, remain enslaved 

to the very sin which has interrupted God’s 

shalom. We are to restore, finish, complete, and

to bring God’s wholeness to completeness.  

10



I suspect that my words have offended some 

here in the same way I am offended by the 

Binding of Isaac. I want to be a “nice” Chris-

tian, not an enslaved one. We are not given that

option. We are called upon to address those at-

titudes and actions which impair God’s in-

tended wholeness for His creation, no matter 

the cost. Amy Cooper called 911 on a black 

birdwatcher in New York’s Ramble saying he 

was threatening her. He was not. He had only 

asked her to put her dog on a leash. We are 

called upon to address this, even though some-

thing evil in our culture “understands” her fear.

“Aunt Jemima” was a minstrel show black-face
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racial stereotype which caused and causes pain 

to people of color. We are called upon to ad-

dress that, even though Aunt Jemima may have

been an accepted part of our past. The Confed-

eracy was an armed insurrection against our 

country in the name of white supremacy. We 

are called upon to address that, even when it is 

urged as a part of our “heritage”. No man can 

serve two masters. We are called as enslaved 

Christians.

AMEN
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BENEDICTION
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The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and 
be gracious to you; 
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and 
give you peace. 

Optional parts of the readings are set off in 
square brackets.
The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle 
and Gospel lessons are from the New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the 
Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, 
and used by permission.
The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from 
the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.
Sermon Copyright 2020 J. Stewart Schneider
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